
Our World: People, 
Politics & Key People



Coronavirus: the current situation

With so much information 
out there, and things 
changing so quickly, let’s 
pause for a moment to 
have a look together at the 
overall picture.



What is the overall global picture?

Click on this article to 
read about how the virus 
has spread

Firstly, look at the code at 
bottom left. 

Look at how Europe has 
been the worst affected  
region so far.

The African continent is also 
increasingly suffering at the 
moment, as are parts of 
South America.

New Zealand, on the other 
hand, has just declared itself 
‘free’ of the virus.

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/may/28/coronavirus-world-map-which-countries-have-the-most-covid-19-cases-and-deaths


The UK as of 3 June.
Our daily death rate is clearly dropping 
from the peak in April….look at the right 
side of the graph heading in the right 
direction downwards….this is why we 
have started to ease lockdown.



Lockdown eases across the UK

Over the last few weeks, the UK has started the process of easing lockdown.

The government has been working on the following key plans:

Some students in primary schools (Reception, Year 1, Year 6) to return – this 
is currently subject to some change as it is proving difficult to implement 

Secondary schools to have Year 10 & 12 come in to school from 15 June 
onwards – so that they have some additional ‘face to face teaching’

 Ideally, all shops to open from 15 June

Pubs & restaurants to be opened as soon as possible, probably from early 
July



Lockdown eases across the UK

 People encouraged to return to work, where it is safe for them to do so

 All people using public transport are required to wear face masks

 Anyone arriving in the UK from abroad now has to self-isolate for 14 days (this 
policy is proving very contentious and may possibly change)

 People can currently now take unlimited exercise out doors, and meet up with 
family and friends (no more than 6 people) provided it is only outside and social 
distancing measures are in place – the Prime Minister described this as the ‘long-
awaited and joyful moment’’ when we could see loved ones again

 You cannot stay overnight anywhere other than your own home

 There are different lockdown rules for Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland



Although people’s health is the most 
important thing, we have to also 
protect our economy…we have large 
numbers losing jobs,  a huge welfare bill 
to pay, and there is a significant 
reduction in taxes coming in to the 
government ‘bank’ from normal daily 
business activities in pre-virus times.

The stock market is also down, and 
people/governments are losing 
invested money here as well.

If the government has less money 
coming in, it has then less money to 
spend on our country (funding schools, 
the NHS, the welfare programme, 
defence, transport etc etc) – hence why 
the Prime Minister is trying to get the 
economy moving again by easing 
lockdown.

Further Learning: research some more 
information about the ‘stock markets’ 
using the internet. Identify what the 
FTSE 100 means.



The easing of global lockdown in pictures

Remember: most countries in Europe are a couple of weeks ahead of 
us in terms of easing lockdown and the UK has had the largest 
number of deaths, so we are having to be very careful.



Rome, Italy
A visitor walks past 
a detail of the 
Marcus Aurelius, a 
bronze equestrian 
statue first erected 
in 176 AD, in the 
Capitoline museum. 
Museums were 
allowed to reopen 
in Italy last week for 
the first time since 
early March.



Karachi, 
Pakistan
People are 
disinfected 
before entering 
a mall after the 
government 
eased 
restrictive 
measures.



Athens, Greece
Tourists behind 
plexiglass take 
photographs at the 
entrance of the 
Acropolis. Greece 
reopened open-air 
archaeological sites to 
the public after a two-
month closure.

Learning Task
Research what the 
Acropolis was.



Amenia, New York
People watch the film 
Trolls World Tour in the 
rain at the Four Brothers 
drive-in theatre.



New York
Ridley Goodside wears a 
mask and goggles to protect 
himself as he sits in a 
designated circle marked on 
the grass at Brooklyn’s 
Domino park.



Johannesburg, South Africa

A boy holds his sibling at a food 
distribution organised by the 
grassroots charity Hunger Has 
No Religion in Westbury.



Buenos Aires, 
Argentina
A women watches 
residents disinfect 
their streets in the 
Villa 31 
neighbourhood.



Rome, Italy
A woman sips a cup 
of coffee from under 
her facial protection 
at a cafe as Italy lifted 
restrictions after a 
two-month 
lockdown.



Leticia, Colombia
A Colombian Huitoto
indigenous man wears a 
mask as he sails on a raft 
along the Takana river.



The Black Lives Matter protests

Most of you will have seen the recent news around this issue.

To summarise what initially happened:

A young black man called George Floyd was arrested on 25 May by police in 
Minneapolis (USA);  during his arrest, an officer was filmed kneeling on his 
neck for an extended period of time. 

George can be heard on video telling the officer that he ‘can’t breathe’. 
Within minutes, he has become unconscious and died. A medical 
examination appears to indicate that his heart has stopped, as a direct 
result of the pressure applied on his neck , causing suffocation.

The police officer who knelt on his neck, as well as 3 others who allegedly 
did not stop it happening, have all been fired, and now face a criminal 
charge of second –degree murder (see photograph).



What has then happened?

The death of George Floyd has been the 
trigger for a large number of mass protests 
across not only the USA but also other parts of 
the world, including the UK.

The phrase ‘Black Lives Matter’ (BLM) is a 
slogan, an anthem, a hashtag that is 
currently in the public consciousness - it 
speaks out against not only the police brutality 
that caused the death of George Floyd, but 
also against the systematic racism that is still 
a part of our society. 

Many people have been using the phrase ‘All 
Lives Matter’ – clearly, this is true but the BLM 
movement would argue that, whilst everyone 
should stand together against racism , it is an 
important moment in civil rights for society to 
educate themselves, and reflect, on the 
disadvantages that many black people across 
the world still face (in a way that white people 
often don’t).

This news report gives a good overview- click to watch

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jL316u9S6nc


So what is the difficulty?

Most of the protests have been peaceful but 
there have been a number of serious incidents 
of violence, particularly in the USA. 

Police officers – as well as police dogs and 
horses – have been injured in the violence, 
sometimes seriously.

Buildings and shops have been looted –
including those belonging to a wide range of 
people within the community.

Clearly, those rioting are a minority.

The coronavirus pandemic has required people to 
sacrifice their freedom to deal with the virus. Large 
numbers of people gathering to protest is clearly 
breaking the rules and some argue placing society 
again at risk.  

On the other hand, the BLM movement have 
declared that racism is a ‘pandemic’ and the protests 
are needed, despite such risks.

Thinking Task
As you watch the news, think about your own response to these issues. They go to the heart of what we call British 
Values, some of which are sometimes conflicting:
We believe in tolerance , respect for each other and freedom – but we also believe in the rule of law and responsibility 
towards each other. How  do we square  or manage this? What is acceptable, and what is not?



A little piece of individual research

As part of the BLM protests, a statue was pulled down by protestors in Bristol and thrown 
into the river.

The statue was of a man called Edward Colston.

Research this news story and reflect on what you learn.

As you learn, also consider the potential conflict here – should an individual group of 
people deciding to pull down a public statute (in law, an act of criminal damage) be 
punished for this action? What other means of action could they have taken?

Final task – do you know where Bristol is in the UK? If not, look it up, and learn its 
location.



There is, and must always, be hope



Something different to end.
Let me introduce you to……Kathy Sullivan

36 years ago Kathy became the first American woman to 
walk in space.

This week, she was celebrating again after becoming the 
first female explorer to also reach the ‘bottom of the 
world’, having descended 6.8 miles in a ‘magic ball’ to the 
Pacific underworld in the Mariana Trench.

Click on this video to learn more

Click on this video to meet Kathy & other female 
astronauts

The submersible she used withstood water pressure equivalent to an 8 tonne weight being 
placed on a human fingernail as it descended into the hadal zone  - named after Hades, the 
Greek god of the underworld.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yAE2Asx3EPw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=opHOetEcyK0


Our World: Art 
&Culture



The following slides are designed to do a number 
of different things:

 To make you smile
 To make you think
 To make you aware of how creative human 

beings are!
 To widen your idea of what ‘art’ can be

Enjoy…..and think about your response to each 
one…..and what makes it ‘work’.







Look carefully at this –
he is not actually sitting 
on the bus, which itself 
is a drawing!



Now this is an interesting 
one.  

Challenge:
Spend a minute looking at 
it, and thinking about its 
‘message.’

Then come back to it after 
an hour…and look 
closer….what do you think 
it is ‘about’?



Can you see it?

Look carefully!

2 people!









Look carefully!

There is a lot of art like this, 
which build in layers of ‘pictures 
within pictures.’

Challenge:
Why not have a go at doing a 
drawing which operates on the 
same principle?

Send your finished effort to Ms 
Tomlin in the Art department.



This was drawn by the artist 
over 3 separate playgrounds!



Some people are simply incredible

Click on this video

It shows Iranian artist Fateme Hamami, who is 85% paralysed, painting 
a portrait of the footballer Cristiano Ronaldo, using only her feet.

Additional Learning Tasks

▪ Look up Iran on a map of the world

▪ Research some of the other drawings that Fateme has made

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cp0YjxBEfXs


This is a famous painting called Bacchus.

It is by the Italian painter Caravaggio.

It was painted in 1596.

Bacchus is the Roman god of agriculture, wine and pleasure. 
In Greek he is called Dionysus.

Bacchus was the son of the famous King of all Gods – you will 
know him as Zeus (the Romans called him Jupiter).

Additional Learning Task
Look up Caravaggio and some of his other 
paintings.

Research 5 things about the Greek God -
Zeus







Click on this video

Hadrian’s Wall

Hadrian’s Wall is a Roman defensive fortification in Britain.

The Roman Emperor Hadrian ordered it to be built in 117AD.

The wall was built between the two coasts (see map) and designed to keep out the wild 
barbarian enemies of the Romans, to the north of the wall.

Much of the wall still exists today, and every year people walk its 73 miles length.

Click on this link to learn more details about the wall

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JHiyRoXlMsU
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/hadrians-wall/


Click on the video

A bit different this week!

The video shows some simply 
amazing flower fields across the 
world.

It is quite long – just get a feel 
about the beauty of the world –
some of the fields towards the 
end are simply incredible!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SFcHfqFIggg









