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Welcome
by Paul Smith, Chief Executive Officer

I am writing in my capacity as Chief Executive Officer of Future Academies to introduce myself and to
welcome you and your child warmly into our family of schools. I would like to reassure you that, despite the
current national situation, we at The Grange Academy and Future Academies are working hard to prepare
for your child’s arrival, and that we are excited to welcome them, and yourselves, into our community.
 
Future Academies is a very successful sponsor of schools based across London and Hertfordshire. At the
heart of everything that we do is our belief that all young people can achieve, given the right support and
opportunities, as well as our desire to provide all students with the best possible start in life, ensuring their
future success in whichever path they choose to follow. United by our motto, libertas per cultum (‘freedom
through education’), our team strives to deliver an outstanding education to each and every student that
passes through our doors, guaranteeing exceptional outcomes and raising aspirations. To date, all schools
inspected whilst a part of Future Academies have been rated either ‘Good’ or ‘Outstanding’ by Ofsted.
 
Our first and foremost priority is your child, and all that we do has their best interests at heart. All schools
within our family are distinguished by our unique combination of a rigorous, knowledge-rich curriculum, our
varied enrichment programme, and a nurturing and supportive environment. We have a unique and bespoke
curriculum, founded upon a belief in the importance of knowledge and the power of a broad and balanced
education. We prioritise the teaching of traditional subjects, such as ancient history, science and English,
combining this with artistic and sporting options. Our educational approach is rigorous and evidence-based,
with our student’s learning and development in mind, and we believe that our methods promote
achievement and academic success, as well as nurturing within our students a love for learning that
stretches beyond the classroom.
 
All Future Academies schools offer Latin, a subject that is often unfairly neglected in the state sector, but still
essential in the independent sector. Whilst (wrongly) considered by some to be irrelevant and elitist, we
have found that students relish their Latin lessons and the opportunities that it gives them to explore
classical civilisation and the ancient world. What is more, the study of Latin has a number of benefits: the
subject is universally recognised as a rigorous option, developing students’ language and analysis skills, and
is thus well-regarded by employers and universities. Moreover, and most importantly, the study of Latin is
extremely enjoyable, exciting, academically challenging and rewarding.
 
As commonly seen in the best independent schools as a co-curricular offer, we understand that your child’s
education goes beyond the classroom and, to this end, we have an education enrichment team whose role it
is to coordinate and organise a wide variety of high-quality trips, events and extracurricular activities.
 
Throughout their time at The Grange Academy, students will have the chance to take part in a range of
careers and educational activities, visit sites of local and national interest, embark on exhilarating residential
trips, and participate in a number of cultural, artistic and sporting opportunities and clubs.
 
.
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We promote a culture of high expectations. Students are treated with the highest respect, and are expected
to treat others likewise. We have a consistent, firm but fair approach to behaviour: staff praise and recognise
effort and good behaviour, and work hard to consolidate with students when they do not meet behavioural
expectations. Our pastoral system is designed to promote tolerance, kindness and consideration, and we aim
for every student that leaves our school to do so as confident, articulate, respectful and courteous members
of society.
 
We recognise that the transition from primary to secondary school can be a significant transition for new
students. Each year, we arrange a number of transition activities for year 6 students, such as Taster Days, in
order to help them feel settled into, and prepared for, life at their new school. Unfortunately, due to the
current climate, we are unable to offer our usual transition programme over the summer term. We are
extremely sorry that these events are to be cancelled but, instead, we plan to offer a dedicated extended
induction period in September. This will include introductory sessions, icebreaker events, and support from
the staff team. When your child arrives at The Grange Academy, rest assured that the school team will do
everything they can to make your child feel welcome and settled, and that their wellbeing is our highest
priority. More information on the September inductions will be communicated with you shortly.
 
It is still our intention to invite your child to join us for an interview with a member of our Senior Leadership
Team, as well as to take their CATs test (Cognitive Ability Test). Details of these two events have been sent to
you. We would like to reassure you and your child that the interview and CAT test are nothing to be afraid of.
Rather, they are designed to help us get to know new students better, thereby enabling us to provide them
with individualised support and ensure your child starts their time at the academy in a positive way.
 
As we will not be holding summer transition events, we instead plan to send a series of newsletters over the
following weeks. This is to be the first in this series, and each subsequent letter will explain a different
aspect of your child’s transition into secondary school and life at The Grange Academy. Topics to be covered
will include: attendance, the curriculum, academic and behavioural expectations, education enrichment, a
typical school day, and an introduction to the school team. We will, of course, also keep you updated
regarding school re-openings and closures, as and when such information is available.
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the transition team at The Grange Academy
admissions@thebusheyacademy.org
 
Alternatively, if you have any questions about Future Academies and its work, please do get in touch at:
info@futureacademies.org
 
I greatly look forward to meeting you in person, and I wish you and your families all the best over the
upcoming few months. 
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The Curriculum Centre
by Dr Oliver Wimborne, Head of the Curriculum Centre

Knowledge-rich: we focus on powerful, culturally-rich knowledge; knowledge that is, and has been,
valued by society, generation after generation.
Domain-specific: we teach the subject and do not plan backwards from examination specifications.
Coherent: we carefully select and sequence knowledge to support students to build up a clear
understanding of the subject over time.
Cumulative: we intentionally sequence knowledge to build on prior learning, ensuring that concepts are
revisited in increasingly complex ways to deepen understanding. 
Academically challenging: we hold the highest aspirations for our students and want them to experience
the demands and rigours of academic study.  
Written with memory in mind: we believe that a hallmark of a successful curriculum is that it is
meaningful and memorable for students.
Written for novices, not experts: we recognise that novices learn differently from experts and students
can encounter cognitive overload quickly. Our curriculum is built around teachers using steady, step by
step, explicit instruction and detailed explanations of worked examples, and giving students multiple
opportunities for purposeful practice.

English: Our English curriculum is built around a chronological sequence of great texts (including the
Odyssey, Beowulf, and the Canterbury Tales, amongst others) and a rigorous programme of grammar.
History: Our History curriculum is also built around a chronological exploration of British History,
starting with the end of Roman Britain and moving through the medieval ages.
Latin: The curriculum is built around a careful sequence of vocabulary, grammar, translation, and Roman
civilisation. Mr Furber has produced his own, bespoke, Latin curriculum that is specifically designed to
support students new to the subject, with an emphasis on lots of retrieval practice and interleaved
learning.
Science: Our curriculum consists of a bespoke series of textbooks that carefully introduce students to
key scientific concepts and ideas, with rigorous explanations, clear examples, and plenty of opportunity
to practice new knowledge. 

What is the Curriculum Centre? 
The Curriculum Centre, established in 2012, leads the design and development of our common curriculum
for Future Academies. It is overseen by Lady Caroline Nash and Paul Smith directly, and led by Dr Oliver
Wimborne and Dr Antony Smith. Initially, the Curriculum Centre was set up to create an innovative,
knowledge-rich, key stage 3 curriculum in Pimlico Academy. Drawing on the expertise of teachers across
our trust, the work of the Curriculum Centre has grown significantly to develop common curriculum
programmes across our primary and secondary schools.
 
The work of The Curriculum Centre in designing and developing the Future Academies’ curriculum is based
upon seven principles of curriculum design. Our curriculum principles are:
 

 
What subjects are unique to your curriculum? 
At key stage three, we have developed a range of curriculum programmes each supported by bespoke
textbooks created by our Curriculum Writers. The implementation of these curriculums is overseen by our
Subject Leads, who regularly visit our schools to provide training, guidance and support.

 
We have also adopted the Mathematics Mastery curriculum, which we believe offers an effective and
evidence-based approach to teaching Maths in a way that aligns with our principles. Whilst this programme
is bought in ‘out of house’, our schools are supported with our highly-experienced Maths Lead, Elizabeth
Hardy, who has overseen the roll-out of Mathematics Mastery across a number of our secondary schools.  
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A spotlight on Latin
by Mr Charles Furber, Head of Classics

Verbal literacy: Learning derivations (English words which come from Latin) provides an anchor to
learning harder English words; the logical element of Latin reinforces core English and MFL grammar
knowledge.
Cultural literacy: Learning about Greco-Roman society has an inherent cultural value. Topics in the
curriculum include Roman leisure, ancient history (e.g. Antony & Cleopatra, Augustus), myth and epic
(Orpheus & Eurydice, the Aeneid, Homer), as well as darker sides (slavery, imperialism, propaganda).

Latin was given as students’ favourite subject at recent reviews at Barclay Academy (Stevenage) and
Phoenix Academy (White City).
More detailed feedback from Barclay Academy was as follows: students valued the regular testing and
the structure of the home-learning tasks; high-ability students voted that Latin was their favourite
subject; low-ability students voted that Latin was both their hardest and favourite subject.  

Why do we teach Latin?
Our bespoke Latin curriculum is mandatory for all KS3 students, and our rationale behind this is as follows:
to raise students’ aspirations, broadening their educational and professional horizons; to improve students’
cultural literacy and knowledge of ancient society, literature, myth and culture; and to dispel the myth of a
Classical education as irrelevant, dull or elitist. Latin is universally recognised as a rigorous option and is
well-regarded by employers and universities. It has more than just instrumental value, however, and helps to
develop children’s analytical skills and their understanding of English grammar and etymology. Future has its
own Latin curriculum at Key Stage 3. Students study one major grammar topic, one Roman civilisation topic
and about 20 Latin words every 6-week short/half-term. The curriculum is cumulative. It is designed both
to be accessible to and to challenge everyone. Students learn complicated topics in small chunks with plenty
of opportunity to practise and improve.
 
The trust has two main aims in introducing Latin and associated Classical subjects – to improve cultural
literacy and to raise aspirations.
 
Improving literacy: This includes both verbal literacy and cultural literacy.

 
Raising aspirations: University admissions examiners/tutors and employers regard Latin very highly.
Whether Latin qualifications actually are harder than others or this is only a perception, teaching the subject
sends a clear message that students are capable of academic success.
 
These high aspirations have been evidenced in the following ways:

 
Moreover, and most importantly, it is extremely enjoyable and academically challenging this is demonstrated
by the trust’s Head of Latin who created the Latin resources for Oak National Academy. 
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