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Key Dates
7 September 2020: first day of Autumn term for Year 7 students

26 October to 30 October: half term holiday

2 November 2020: school closed to students for staff inset training day

21 December 2020 to 4 January 2021: Christmas holidays

5,6,7 January 2021: school closed to students for staff inset training days

8 January 2021: first day of Spring term for all students

https://twitter.com/futureacademies?lang=en


Education Enrichment
by Nick Berman, Head of Education Enrichment

At Future Academies, we are united by one motto, libertas per cultum (‘freedom through
education’) and guided by our three core values of knowledge, aspiration and respect. With
this in mind, we hope to equip our young people with the knowledge and skills that they need
to succeed in life, regardless of any barriers that they may face. This vision extends beyond the
classroom into the sphere of extracurricular and enrichment activities. Our bespoke and
inspiring Education Enrichment programme provides your child with access to a rich variety
of exciting and life-enhancing experiences, with the aim of broadening their horizons and
helping them to discover their passions.

Education Enrichment, like almost all areas of school life, has been significantly impacted by
the global COVID-19 pandemic. The unfortunate cancellation of trips, residentials, work
experience, careers events, sporting events and cultural opportunities has been unavoidable.
Therefore, in the academic year 2020 – 2021, it is likely that we will have to modify our
enrichment provision. However, we are working to ensure that this does not greatly impact
your child’s extracurricular experience, and we are looking to find alternative opportunities.
Moreover, I am proud to report that, despite facing such issues, 2019 – 2020 has been a very
successful year for Education Enrichment across the trust, and we are proud of the way that
our schools have overcome barriers, continuing to provide excellent opportunities for
students. Most notably, we have developed our enrichment offer in the areas of music, drama,
work experience, careers, and university access. 

Below, you can find some examples of the enrichment activities offered across the Future
Academies family in the academic year 2019 – 2020. 
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MUSIC

Music remains an integral part of life at Future
Academies.

The new instrumental music programmes at
Laureate and Barclay Academy, offered to every year
7 student, were cherished by the very enthusiastic
children who took part. Likewise, the music
programmes at Pimlico Academy and Phoenix
continued to offer students the amazing opportunity
to learn an instrument.

We are always looking for ways to develop our
existing offer and implement new programmes.
Currently, we are implementing an exciting new
music framework across our Pimlico Hub, linking
our three London primary schools together with
Pimlico Academy and rolling out an ambitious,
collaborative music project for ages 4 to 18. 

Budding musicians at Pimlico Academy recorded a
wonderful cover of Waterloo Sunset during
lockdown, and you can find their rendition here.

https://twitter.com/futureacademies?lang=en
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cEGPjieR0DY&feature=youtu.be
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DRAMA

Future Academies’ schools have a
reputation for the quality of their
dramatic and theatrical productions,
and 2019 – 2020 was no exception. 

2019’s productions of Hairspray at
Pimlico Academy and Bugsy Malone at
Laureate Academy were show-
stopping, and some members of the
audience commented that they felt the
shows were West End standard! 

It is hard to overestimate the passion,
dedication and hard work that goes
into the rehearsals and performances,
and we are extremely proud of all the
students who were involved. 

ACCESS TO UNIVERSITY

We provide all students with advice and guidance for whichever path they choose to follow. 

Students across our trust go on university visits, receive one-to-one guidance, and attend
personal statement workshops. As of 2020, we have also agreed an access partnership with
Dukes Education, the market-leading Oxbridge consultancy. 

This partnership will provide a support programme, free of charge, to 25 of our students who
aspire to study law or medicine at Oxford or Cambridge.

https://twitter.com/futureacademies?lang=en


Education Enrichment
by Nick Berman, Head of Education Enrichment

WORK EXPERIENCE
Strong relationships with local organisations are an invaluable tool for building students’
knowledge of the wider world. In previous years, we have collaborated with local and international
organisations to provide students with a vast array of projects and opportunities. These projects
have included a survival course on Wormwood Scrubs, debating competitions, and a trip to Canary
Wharf for a ‘City Walk’, during which students visited several high-profile businesses.

Despite the current global situation, Year 12 students across the trust were supported to
participate in their work experience as planned. These placements were of an exceptional quality,
at organisations such as St Thomas’s Hospital and Brompton Bicycles, alongside some of the top
engineering and construction firms in the country. The central enrichment team help schools to
source placements and, in conjunction with Care UK, we have secured a number of excellent
placements in the health and social care sector. This year, a number of our aspiring medical
students had the invaluable opportunity to live and work in Southampton for a week, gaining broad
exposure to a number of different clinical settings.

It has been particularly exciting to see Phoenix Academy making local connections with the
booming White City regeneration in west London. A number of science, technology, engineering,
and mathematics (STEM) businesses are now moving into the area, each with a great deal to offer
students. For example, Phoenix has developed a strong partnership with Imperial College, who
recently opened a new campus nearby. Furthermore, a team from Novartis (a global
pharmaceutical company) visited the academy to work with, and inspire, students. 

CAREERS
All nine Future Academies schools aim to achieve the ‘Gatsby benchmarks’, a framework of eight
guidelines which define the best careers provision in secondary schools. In many cases, we are
already exceeding these requirements, most notably with regards to the number of interactions
with employers. 

I am proud to say that our team of Enrichment Coordinators have continued their fantastic work
in 2019 – 2020, delivering high-quality programmes to our students despite the current pandemic. 
Despite facing many challenges of their own, several employers and organisations have shown
great willingness to continue to work with our children and support us through this
unprecedented time. Employers such as Bionic (a high-profile insurance company with
approximately 250 employees), have been particularly enthusiastic, creating informative video
content and holding virtual Q&As with students. Excitingly, Clyde & Co (a global law firm that
currently offers work experience to students), are working with us to pilot a new programme
called ‘Clydes Advance’. This programme will offer ten Year 12 students, from any of the Future
Academies family of schools, access to a mentor who will support them throughout their A-Levels
and time at university. These students will also be given four weeks of paid work experience during
the holidays, to take place either at Clyde & Co or at one of their client firms, dependent on the
students’ preferences.

J U L Y  2 0 2 0  |  I S S U E  3

@futureacademies

https://twitter.com/futureacademies?lang=en

