
 
 

 

10 July 2020 

Dear Parent, 

RE: The Grange Academy Principal  

I am pleased to inform you that Dr Hills has been appointed as the Principal of The Grange Academy.  

After attending a state school in Essex, Dr Hills graduated from Trinity College, Cambridge. Following a spell as a 
lecturer in the Cambridge Classics Faculty and a Research Fellowship at Jesus College, Cambridge, he began his school-
teaching career, nineteen years ago. Dr Hills is a highly experienced school leader with an analytical approach and a 
proven track record of whole-school improvement. He combines a strategic approach with an ability to communicate 
and develop strong working relationships with colleagues and pupils. Under his  leadership, Oxford High School 
achieved its best results for seven years in 2019 and at Hampton School, where Dr Hills was Deputy Head for seven 
years, academic success was combined with national level achievement in football, rugby and cricket. 

I am confident that, under Dr Hills’ leadership and with his experience, The Grange Academy will move forward on its 
journey to become an outstanding academy. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Jon Hebblethwaite for his dedicated leadership at The Bushey Academy.  

I wish you and your loved ones the very best of health. 

Yours faithfully,  

 

Mr P Smith                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Chief Executive Officer | National Leader of Education                                                                                                                                 
Future Academies 
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Message from Dr Philip Hills 

Dear Parent, 

I am writing to introduce myself and to say how much I am looking forward to getting to know you all and to working 
with your children and our teachers to launch The Grange Academy. The facilities are quite simply breathtaking and I 
am confident that with the resources and support of Future Academies we can work together to make the new school 
a huge success. 

I come from a state school background in Essex and I was the first member of my family to attend university, so I know 
how life-changing education can be for all of us: the motto of Future Academies, Libertas per cultum, ‘Freedom 
through education’, resonates deeply with me, and not just because I am a Classicist!  In all of my previous schools I 
have been heavily involved in state-school partnerships, so joining The Grange Academy at this time is the culmination 
of a long-held ambition. I believe that giving children a sense of achievement through the results of their labours is 
central to what we do. Every child has a right to excellent teaching and I will do everything in my power to support our 
teachers in delivering this. High standards of behaviour, dress and mutual respect in and outside of the classroom are 
key to the fulfilment of this and I look forward to working with you, your children and our teachers to make The Grange 
class-leading in this and other respects. 

Covid-19 has been a challenge for everyone and I appreciate that parents as well as teachers have had to go above 
and beyond. That challenge is likely to continue into the Autumn term, so please bear with us and read our regular 
updates. I am acutely aware that some children will have fallen out of the habit of reading: anything you can do to 
encourage your child to read during the summer break will be of enormous benefit to them when they return. Regular 
and punctual attendance, together with prompt completion of homework, will be crucial, too, in helping all pupils to 
catch up on work they have missed. 

The emphasis of Future Academies is on aspiration and on building confidence and success through the acquisition of 
knowledge. We firmly believe that offering to all children ‘the best that has been thought and said’ through a 
challenging and rich curriculum is both a moral and educational imperative. To that end, academic and cultural 
enrichment beyond the classroom has a vital part to play and I hope your children will be looking forward to the trips 
and visits the lie ahead. Part of the richness of school life comes through team sport and developing in the children an 
understanding of the importance of self-discipline and collective effort for success.  Given the talents of our pupils, 
your enthusiasm to support them and the superb facilities of The Grange I am beyond excited about what we might 
achieve together. 

I realise that the last few months have been hectic and draining and I hope that you will all have a refreshing and 
relaxing summer break. I am hugely looking forward to meeting you all and helping your children reach for the stars 
in September. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Dr Philip Hills                                                                                                                                                                               
Principal Designate 


