
 
Dear Year 4 /5 
 
I hope you have had a lovely weekend and are able to get out and enjoy the fresh air (even if it is 
a little bracing!).  
 
Here is your menu of activities for Week 7, which give you a range of different tasks to complete 
throughout the week. This week I have gone with a Pirate theme! We have Robert Louis 
Stephenson’s fantastic story ‘Treasure Island’ to explore, and will be creating our own drawings 
and paintings of the famous schooner from the story, ‘The Hispaniola.’   
 
If you have any questions or queries, please just email me on ngiles@dunnstreet.s-tyneside.sch.uk 
and I will get back to you as soon as I can.  
 
Stay safe and have a lovely week.  
 
Mrs Giles-Brewster 
 

 
Daily Home learning expectations  
 
- Spend 15 minutes per day reading for fun. 
- Spend 15 – 30 minutes a day on Reading Plus or Lexia.  
- Spend 15 minutes per day on TTRockstars (if you do not have access to these online you can 
practice your times tables on paper or whichever resources you have available)  

School Day Activities 
 
English 
 
This week, we are basing our English on Robert Louis Stephenson’s Treasure Island! I have chosen this 
story because I think no one in our class has read this novel yet, so it will be a new and exciting text 
for everyone to enjoy. 
 
Watch/listen to the BBC Schools Radio version of Treasure Island  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/english-ks2-treasure-island/zn4fpg8  
 
The episodes are fairly short, so you do not need to listen / watch them all in one go. 
 
Here are some suggestions of activities for each episode. You do not need to complete each activity, but 
please make sure you still listen to the episode so that the story will continue to make sense. Not all of 
the activities are writing ones, so have a look to see which you would prefer to do! 
 
1. Jim Hawkins and the Admiral Benbow: 
Write the notes taken by a policeman who might have visited the inn to investigate the death of Billy 
Bones. What does he ask and what is he told? 
2. The Squire and the treasure map: 
Draw your own version of what the treasure map looks like, based on the description in the story. 
3. Long John Silver and the Hispaniola: 
Compile a list of Long John’s ‘Good’ and ‘Bad’ points 
4. The voyage and the apple barrel: 
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Hot-seat (where you quiz the different characters) in the Captain’s cabin. What is each of them thinking 
at this point? You may need to recruit a family member for this activity. 
5. Escape to the island, and Ben Gunn: 
Imagine and create a comic strip about the unseen moment when Jim escape from the pirates. How 
does he manage to get away without being seen? 
6. The stockade and the pirates’ attack: 
Captain Smollett tells Silver that if he gives himself up he can be sure of a fair trial in front of a court of 
law. Imagine Silver is a fugitive pirate on the run and create a ‘Wanted’ poster for him. Add details of 
the crimes for which he is ‘Wanted 
7. A fight and the Hispaniola captured. 
Imagine that Hands and O’Brien have not fought each other, but that Jim still manages to take control 
of the ship. How does he manage it? 
8. The pirates parley and the black spot. 
There are some comprehension questions for this episode, recorded in the Reading section underneath. 
Answers can be found at the end of this document! 
9. An empty pit and Ben Gunn’s surprise. 
Rewrite the episode from the point of view of one of the pirates. 
10. Silver escapes and the heroes return. 
Write a newspaper report describing the triumphant return of the Hispaniola. 
 
 

 
Reading 
 
Comprehension questions for Episode 8, The pirates parley and the black spot. Remember to write in full 
sentences. 
 
Understanding, interpreting and responding to the text. 
 
1. Who does Jim expect to find at the stockade?  
2. How has Long John Silver come to be in charge of the stockade?  
3. Why do the pirates want to kill Jim?  
4. Why do the pirates want to overthrow Long John Silver?  
5. Why, according to Jim, should the pirates spare him? Does this sound like a good deal and why?  
6. Has Jim really hidden the Hispaniola? Why does he say that he has?  
7. How does Long John Silver regain his authority?  
8. Why is Long John Silver protecting Jim?  
 
I have recorded the answers to these questions at the end of the document.  
 

Spelling  
 
Use the Statutory Spelling Mat (attached on this webpage) to choose 10 spellings you are not sure of. 
Practise these spellings throughout the week, using activities from our Spelling Activity Mat which is in 
your first home learning pack, to help. Once you are feeling confident, ask someone in your family to 
test you. How many did you get right? 

 
Maths 
 
This week, I would like you to have a look at some of the online learning from Oak Academy: 
https://www.thenational.academy/online-classroom/year-4/maths#subjects 
 
There are ten lessons on area and perimeter (which would revise learning from this year), or, if you 
would like a challenge, there is a series of lessons on solving measures and money problems, which we 
would have been learning about in school.  
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If you would prefer to continue with the online lessons from Whiterose Maths, that is fine! Choose the 
lessons you think best suit your learning.  
 
Don’t forget to log on to TT Rockstars. If you would like your particular Superhero times tables test, let 
me know and I will email through to your parents so you can practise at home. 

Art 
 
Can you remember how we sketched our own fantastic Viking ships, and used water colours to paint 
them? This week, I would like you to have a go at creating a picture (either by drawing or painting) of 
your own version of Treasure Island’s Hispaniola. Remember to sketch the outline of the ship first, then 
add secondary details like the masts and sails. Try not to press down too hard on the page, because the 
imprint may still show after you have rubbed out.  
Here are a few images to help: 
 

 
 



           
 

Science 
 
Have a go at building a fizz inflator at home!  
 
Equipment and materials  (what you will need): 
 

 One small empty plastic soda or water bottle 
 1/2 cup of vinegar 
 Small balloon 
 Baking soda / powder 
 Funnel or piece of paper 

 
Method (what to do): 
 

1. Carefully pour the vinegar into the bottle. 
2. This is the tricky part: Loosen up the balloon by stretching it a few times and then use the funnel 

to fill it a bit more than half way with baking soda. If you don’t have a funnel you can make 
one using the paper and some tape. 

3. Now carefully put the neck of the balloon all the way over the neck of the bottle without letting 
any baking soda into the bottle. 

4. Ready? Lift the balloon up so that the baking soda falls from the balloon into the bottle and 
mixes with the vinegar. Watch the fizz-inflator at work! 

 
You may need to try this more than once (for example, if the balloon pops!). If it does, adjust the 
amount of baking soda / powder or vinegar used to see if this helps. 
 
How does it work? 
The baking soda and the vinegar create an ACID-BASE reaction and the two chemicals work together to 
create a gas, (carbon dioxide) Gasses need a lot of room to spread out and the carbon dioxide starts to 
fill the bottle, and then moves into the balloon to inflate it. 
 
How to make this into an experiment: 
 
To extend this experiment scientifically, you can try to answer these questions: 
1. Does water temperature affect how fast the balloon fills up? 
2. Does the size of the bottle affect how much the balloon fills? 
3. Can the amount the balloon fills up be controlled by the amount of vinegar or baking soda / powder? 
 



PE  
 
Can you create your own circuit training routine at home? Here’s some ideas for different activity 
stations. Lots do not need any resources at all! 
 
Bicep curls – using a tin of bins from the cupboard; 
Shuttle run – running between two objects, at a distance of up to 10m; 
Skipping; 
Star Jumps; 
Squats or burpees; 
High knees; 
The plank; 
Press-ups; 
Ladder run; 
Step-Ups (jumping from a slightly raised platform) 
 

Design Technology 

 
Evaluate your own lighthouse  
 
Now that you have created your own lighthouse, evaluate the outcome. Think about what you like 
about it and what you would change if you were to make it again and why. See if you can add a 
picture (photo or drawing) of your lighthouse to your evaluation too.  
 

Design Technology 
 
Baking 

 
To celebrate the end of the Great British Menu, here’s are a few super recipes to try: 
 
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/chocolate-chip-muffins 
https://www.goodtoknow.co.uk/recipes/jasmine-s-easy-choc-chip-biscuits 
This one is great, as you only need butter, caster sugar and plain flour: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/recipes/shortbread_1290 
 
There are lots of super websites specifically for child-friendly baking, so have a look and see what you 
can create! https://www.bakingmad.com/recipes/kids-baking 
 
If you have struggled to access any of these links, I have added a Vintage Chocolate Chip cookie 
recipe to our webpage.  

Free Useful Links: 
Twinkl: www.twinkl.co.uk/offer  
Twinkl, a website which provides free teaching resources, have provided new members of the site with 
a free trail for a month. Use the code UKTWINKLHELPS on the link above.  
TTRockstars: https://play.ttrockstars.com/  
BBC DanceMat Touch Typing: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zf2f9j6/articles/z3c6tfr  
BBC Super Movers: https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/supermovers  
Times Tables Speed Tests: https://www.timestables.co.uk/speed-test/  
Scratch: https://scratch.mit.edu/projects/editor/?tutorial=getStarted  
BBC: https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach  
Audible: https://stories.audible.com/start-listen  
Go Noodle: https://www.gonoodle.com/  
David Walliams – daily audio stories: https://www.worldofdavidwalliams.com/elevenses/   
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Family Based Activities: 
 
Some ideas for this week:  

 
 Go on a scavenger hunt in the garden/on your daily walk. Decide on something you are going to 

look for and see who can come up with the most sightings. You could do rainbows in windows, 
teddies in windows, choose a colour, types of cars on drives, types of flowers. Anything that you 
know you will see outside.  

 Can you create a tin foil boat? Test it out by seeing how many coins your boat can hold before 
it sinks (mine could hold 7!). 

 As the weather is getting (slightly) warmer, and the nights are lovely and light, it is an ideal 
time for camping! If you can, pitch a tent in garden, roast some marshmallows and have a 
lovely cup of hot chocolate!  

 If camping is not possible, create a reading den somewhere in your house or garden. You could 
still have hot chocolate! 

 Interview a family member about their greatest achievements – you may be surprised! 

 Can you create fireworks in a glass? You will need 2 or three drops of food colouring, some 
cooking oil and a glass of warm water. 
First, measure out a tablespoon of cooking oil and put it into a small glass.  
Then, add two or three drops of food colouring into the small glass with the oil, and stir. If it 
doesn’t mix, add a little water. 
In a separate glass (it needs to be clear), fill to just over half way with warm water. 
Slowly, add the oil and food colouring mix. 
Watch carefully and you should be able to see ‘fireworks’ as the food colouring mixes with the 
water!  

 
 

 

Comprehension answers 

1. Jim expects to find his friends - the Doctor and the Squire. 

2. Long John Silver has made a deal with the Doctor and Squire while Jim was away. 

3. The pirates want to kill Jim because they say he is a ‘meddler’ - ie he is obstructing them. 

4. The pirates want to overthrow Long John Silver because they don’t think he has the map; they know he 

doesn’t have the ship. 

5. Jim thinks the pirates should spare him because he will speak up for them when they are in court for 

piracy - it seems unlikely that this will ever happen. 

6. Jim has not hidden the Hispaniola - he brought it back to save his friends, but he wants the pirates to 

think that they have to keep him alive. 

7. Long John Silver reclaims his authority by stating that the ‘Black Spot’ is null and void having been cut 

from a bible and by revealing that he has the treasure map and therefore can find the treasure after all. 

8. Long John Silver is protecting Jim because he says that he will be needed as a hostage - and also thinks 

he may need Jim later. 

 

 

 


