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Getting used to ‘lockdown life’ 
 

It’s been an Easter that we won’t forget, with the traditions 
that many of us usually enjoy either impossible or completely 
modified. I enjoyed seeing how inventive some children were 
with egg rolling using stairs, slides and even drainpipes! For 
others, the traditional family events at Easter have been 
exceptionally difficult, with phone calls and conversations 
outside relative’s windows replacing the usual time spent 
together.  

All of us are learning how to adapt to what has rapidly become 
the new ‘normal’.  Life in ‘lockdown’ poses many new 
challenges and as a parent myself I realise how difficult it is for 
our children who are really missing seeing their friends every 
day.   

In our schools, we have continued to provide childcare for key 
workers during the holiday and have delivered care packages 
for children who receive free school meals. Staff are planning 
the next phase of work to support our children’s learning after 
the Easter break. Our staff will be contacting each family to 
see if our pupils are accessing learning from home and to see 
if any support is required. Please let us know if you need any 
support, either from our schools directly or we can contact 
another agency on your behalf.  
 

Alan Hardie 
CEO, Northumberland Church of England Academy Trust 

Vocational Qualifications Update  
In the previous edition of Lighthouse, we explained the system 

which will be used to award GCSEs and A levels in 2020. 

OFQUAL have now set out initial guidelines to cover the award 

of vocational qualifications such as BTECs.  

Although the full details are still to be published, as far as 

possible they will use a similar system to GCSE and A levels. 

This means that each school will use a range of evidence, 

including portfolios and any exams taken so far, to create a 

centre assessed grade for each student. These will be 

submitted to the exam board, who will moderate the grades 

from all schools before deciding on the final grades.  

We will provide further updates with more specific details as 

and when we receive them.  

 

Free School Meals Update 

Tuesday morning saw what we anticipate will be the 

final delivery of care packages for pupils who receive 

free school meals. From next week, we hope that this 

will be replaced by the new voucher system. However, 

the new national system is experiencing some 

problems with the high level of demand. If we cannot 

be assured that vouchers will be available to our 

families next week, then we will organise a further care 

package delivery. 

All parents and carers of children who are eligible for 

free schools should have been contacted and asked to 

complete a short survey. The purpose of the survey is 

to collect preferences for supermarket vouchers and to 

ensure that we can issue them correctly.  

If there are any parents or carers who believe their 

child is eligible for free school meals but have not been 

contacted, please contact the appropriate school or 

campus urgently.  

To apply for free school meals at any of  
the Trust schools, go to 

 www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/sims  
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A message from Sally Milner, NCEAT Chaplain  

 

How was your Easter weekend?  I hope you are all staying safe.   
 

There are lots a great poems called Psalms in the Bible.  Some are 
full of joy and words of praise and others are angry and really good 
for getting “things off your chest”.  You might like to Google Psalms 
if you can, they don’t have titles just a number from 1-150, try 
looking at 23, 98, 100 or for darker, angry times try 22. 
On Easter Sunday we often read Psalm 98, it begins  
 

Sing a New Song to the Lord for he has done marvellous things. 
 

I am seeing God moving people to do all sorts of marvellous things 
during this terrible pandemic.  People of all ages are doing kind 
and generous things for their neighbours.  Not just one-off 
gestures but week in and week out which is really good to see as 
we head for Lockdown Week 4.  Well done for all the cheery 
rainbows in front windows, they always make me smile as I take 
my daily walk or go to the shop. 
 

Well done to all those who are reaching out to neighbours, picking 
up shopping and prescriptions, delivering for foodbanks, spending 
time ringing and texting both friends and people who until recently 
were strangers.  I pray that this outpouring of God’s love will 
continue and grow when this dreadful virus passes and we find a 
new way to live and love our neighbour. 
 

Lord bless and strengthen all those helping others,  
Protect us all from illness, anxiety or distress.  
Surround us with your love each and every day.   
In Jesus’s name.   
Amen 
 

I look forward to seeing everyone again, please keep in touch, stay 
at home and stay safe.  Give me a wave from a distance if you see 
me. 
 

The Easter season lasts 50 days until we celebrate the gift of the 
Holy Spirit at Pentecost so we can still say Happy Easter.   
 

Sally Milner  
Trust Chaplain 
@NCEAChaplain 

Easter Egg Decorating Competition 

Lots of egg-ceptional entries! You still have 
time to enter, closing date Monday, 20 April.  

Don’t forget, take a photograph and load 
to your google classroom 


