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Celebrating Home Learning 
 

The closure of schools to almost all pupils and the 

switch to home learning has been a massive challenge 

for all of us. Whether it is for parents trying to 

balance working from home with their children being 

‘home schooled’, pupils missing interaction with their 

friends or for staff trying to plan appropriate work, 

the first few weeks have been a huge learning curve.  

 

Our staff have learned a great deal about what is 

possible in home learning and have modified the 

work set so that ‘screen time’ is reduced and it feels 

less like trying to recreate a classroom lesson for 

pupils working at home. We are also making use of 

the huge range of new resources from organisations 

such as BBC and Oak National Academy which are 

designed specifically for home learning.  

 

We really appreciate how hard the vast majority of 

our pupils are working to keep up their learning and 

how parents and carers have supported this. We’ve 

used this edition of Lighthouse to showcase and 

celebrate some of the amazing work our pupils are 

completing in home learning.  
 

Alan Hardie 
CEO, Northumberland Church of England Academy Trust 
 

Support for pupil wellbeing 

during lockdown 
The links below will take you to support and 

resources to help cope with life in lockdown 

provided by charities supporting children .  

 

 Covid 19 Student Guide   

 Childline coronavirus support for pupils 

 https://youngminds.org.uk/  
 

Are you missing your library lesson or tutor time  
reading slot?  
Just looking for something to read? There are a huge collection of ebooks 
and audiobooks available online – copy the link below to find out more. 
 
http://dukes.ncea.org.uk/news/pleasure-for-reading-when-on-lock-down/ 

https://online.flippingbook.com/view/655999/
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/your-feelings/anxiety-stress-panic/worries-about-the-world/coronavirus/
https://youngminds.org.uk/
http://dukes.ncea.org.uk/news/pleasure-for-reading-when-on-lock-down/


2 

 Duke’s Learning Hours 

Recommendations 
It’s difficult for all of us to know exactly 

how long students should be working 

for during this time of home learning. 

We have produced guides for year 

groups 7-10 to give you an idea of how 

much time we think should be spent on 

each subject per week.  

All year groups have a similar suggested 

timetable of approximately 15 hours 

per week, which is easily broken down 

into 3 hours per day and should mean 

that home study is manageable and not 

a chore (if students are organised they 

can work from 9-12 each day and then 

have the rest of the day free!). 

All students can access the work set by 

their teachers via Google Classrooms 

and there’s a help guide on how to 

access these resources on Duke’s 

website if students (and parents!) are 

unsure of how to do so. 

There is no specific timetable for 

students in Year 12, but as a guideline 

they should be spending approximately 

5 hours per week on each of their 

subjects (if one of their subjects is a 

double then they should double the 

time spent on home study – 9 hours as 

a guide). Again, all resources are 

available via the relevant Google 

Classroom. 
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CERAMIC CLUB –  

A SOCIAL DISTANCING 
LESSON 
 
One of our lucky students, Darcie, 
Year 7, had a social distancing lesson 
with Alan, our ceramics after school 
club tutor.  This afterschool club 
would have normally run on 
Wednesday after school with Alan 
and parents/carers and students are 
invited weekly to create work in 
clay.  This club is funded by the    
Endowment Trust.  Well done!  

Captain Tom Moore—A National Treasure 

Artwork by Y9 student 

Well done to all the students who sent in some eggscellent work.   Mrs Gatti, Head of Art at 
Duke’s School, agreed that they were all eggsceptional entries!  Here 
are some  

Winner chosen by Mr Atkinson 
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A message from Sally Milner, 
Chaplain  

 

I  have had the privilege of attending many 
Services of Remembrance, where we all fall 

silent to pay tribute to those who lost their 
lives in the two World Wars and subsequent 
conflicts.  This week, on Tuesday 28th April, a less well known 
silence was observed in our country for International Workers’ 
Memorial Day.  The day is much newer than Remembrance 
Sunday beginning in 1989 and growing from the trades’ union 
movement to remember those who have died or been injured 
at work.  The day highlights deaths at work and campaigns to 
improve the health and safety of workers.   
 

This year with 100 staff in the NHS and healthcare professions 
losing their lives since March it was widely and respectfully 
observed in the UK.    
 

In addition to those in the caring professions, lives have been 
lost by those working in public transport and other walks of 
life, we remember them and those who continue to serve 
others showing selfless commitment.  The loss of these 
workers reminds me to thank you to all those who serve; on 
tills, stacking shelves, emptying bins or delivering letters and 
parcels.   
 

“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to 
serve others” 
First Letter of St Peter 4:10 
 

Let us pray 
We remember all those who have lost their lives during Corona 
Virus caring for others. 
We give thanks for their strength and courage, 
We pray for their families, lost and bewildered at their untimely 
death 
We give thanks for their sacrifice and dedication, 
We commend them to the loving arms of Jesus, who died and 
rose again. 
Amen 
 

I look forward to seeing everyone again, please keep in touch, 
stay at home and stay safe.  It’s lovely when I get a cheery 
wave when I see you out walking and biking. 
 

The Easter season lasts 50 days until we celebrate the gift of 
the Holy Spirit at Pentecost so we can still say Happy Easter.   
 
Sally Milner  
Trust Chaplain 
@NCEAChaplain  

The NHS’s Top 5 Tips for maintaining 
mental wellbeing during the  
coronavirus outbreak 
 
You can view these and more tips on  
www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/  
 

1. Talk about your worries: it is normal to feel wor-
ried, scared or helpless about the current situation. 
Maintain contact with friends and family via phone 
and video calls to share how you are feeling. 
2. keep a regular routine and set goals: you may need 
to set a new routine for now. Try writing a plan for 
your day with the things you can still do at home, such 
as watching a film, reading a book or completing a puz-
zle. Setting goals and achieving them gives a sense of 
control and purpose. Maintaining good-quality sleep 
makes a big difference to how you feel mentally and 
physically too, so it’s important to get enough 
(the Every Mind Matters sleep page provides practical 
advice). 
3.  Manage your media and information intake: if 24-
hour news and constant social media updates are mak-
ing you worried, try to limit the time you spend watch-
ing, reading or listening to coverage of the outbreak to 
once or twice a day. 
4. Do things you enjoy and try something new: focus-
ing on your favourite hobby, learning something new 
or simply taking time to relax indoors should give you 
some relief from anxious thoughts and feelings and 
can help boost your mood. Look online for free tutori-
als and courses. 
5. Look after your body: our physical health has a big 
impact on how we feel. At times like these it can be 
easy to fall into unhealthy patterns of behaviour that 
end up making you feel worse. Try to eat healthy, well-
balanced meals, drink enough water and exercise reg-
ularly. You can leave your house, alone or with mem-
bers of your household, for one form of exercise a day 
– like a walk, run or bike ride. But make sure you keep 
a safe 2-metre distance from others. 

https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/sleep/

