
  

 

LIGHThouse 
Enabling everyone in our communities to let their light shine 

School Closure Edition 7—7/5/2020 

Thanks to our heroes past and 
present 

 
Tomorrow is the Bank Holiday which celebrates and 
commemorates the heroes of World War 2 in the 75th 
Anniversary of Victory in Europe (VE) Day. It calls to 
mind the sacrifices that the generation who fought in 
the war or supported the war effort to protect our 
liberty. Each commemoration of events from the 
Second World War means that there are fewer of 
those people who experienced the war still alive. We 
slowly lose the direct link to the heroes whose 
selflessness gave a future to the generations who 
follow them. It is vital that we ensure that their 
sacrifices are not forgotten and that we all pay tribute 
to them in the commemoration of VE Day.  
 

This evening is also the weekly Clap for Our Carers, 
where we pay tribute to the current generation of 
heroes. They are fighting against a very different type 
of threat to the heroes of World War 2, but they are 
the heroes of our era, risking their lives to protect us 
from the threat of coronavirus. Just as the frontline 
heroes of World War 2 were supported by sacrifices 
from those at home, we can all be very proud of how 
our communities today have supported the NHS by 
following and enduring the lockdown restrictions.  
 

Whether in school or learning at home, I am also very 
proud of the efforts of our pupils and their families in 
saying thank you to those who are fighting coronavirus 
and we have included some examples in this edition of 
Lighthouse. 
 

As we eagerly await Sunday’s announcement on the 
route out of lockdown, I hope that in next week’s 
edition of Lighthouse we can start to look at how and 
when our schools 
may begin to 
reopen.  
 

Please take care 
and stay safe. 
 

Alan Hardie 
CEO 
 

The children who are attending Thomas Bewick made a 

fantastic display to say thank you to the NHS and other 

key workers. 

16 year old 

Sophie, from 

Duke’s School, 

has been saluting 

our heroes using 

her amazing 

talent in playing 

the bagpipes. The 

lead piper in 

Duke’s CCF band, 

Sophie has been 

playing in the 

street and 

outside care 

homes in 

Newbiggin to 

show her support for the #ClapforOurCarers at 8.00pm 

on Thursday evenings.   This picture was taken of Sophie 

at last year’s Remembrance Parade where Sophie played 

at parades all around the North East. 

Well done Sophie, we are very proud of you! 

Sophie Salutes Our Heroes 
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AkzoNobel brings colour to JBP Early Years  

As we started lockdown some of the staff asked if they could brighten up some of the 
equipment in our EYFS area. I contacted Alex at AkzelNobel and asked if they could help 
with any tester pots or sample tins. They were incredibly generous and sent  trays of out-
door paint and brushes too . 
Mrs Wallace, Mrs Groves and Mrs Borsberry started the job and soon the children of our 
key workers were asking if they too could help.  So ensuring they maintained social distanc-
ing, they painted 3 sheds, benches, fences, a wigwam, many many posts, a playhouse, 2 
sand pits, a water area, a mud kitchen and more. 

The area looks fabulous, bright and cheerful to welcome the children 
back to. 
Even one of our neighbours who overlooks the area called over his fence 
to thank us for brightening up his view! He was particularly impressed 
with the rainbow on the shed! 

 



3 

 

A message from Sally Milner, 
NCEAT Chaplain  

 

During Lockdown lots of people have started 
doing new things or things they haven’t done 

for ages.  I see lot of people cycling in family groups, some a 
bit wobbly at the start, but gaining in confidence as the 
weeks go by.  Parents out for a walk with their children of all 
ages.  Can you imagine teenagers going out for a stroll with 
the family and their brothers and sisters before Lockdown?   
People have started doing more baking.  We have more time 
on our hands, somethings were in short supply at the start 
and it is something to keep us busy.  I find I don’t worry and 
fret about things so much if I keep busy.  People are making 
bread, maybe for the first time.  I find there is still something 
magical about taking flour, yeast, salt and water, mixing and 
kneading it and then seeing it rise, knocking it back and 
seeing it rise again before baking it.  For me it is a mini-
resurrection each time, a miracle, that gives life,  hope and 
encouragement.  At the end of it there is nothing like the 
smell of fresh bread as it comes out of the oven.  Bread is 
such a simple thing, just flour, yeast, salt and water but it 
gives us the chance to sit down, to share a meal together, to 
listen and to talk to each other, to share stories and worries, 
to give encouragement and comfort.  Jesus will have done 
this with his disciples many times before the final meal we 
call the Last Supper. 
While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, 
saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.” 
Gospel of Matthew 26: 26 
 

Let us pray 
Thank you for the bread we eat, for the miracle that sees it 

rise each day 
Thank you for the chance to eat together and break bread 
Be with us lord as we share our hopes and fears, joys and 

triumphs 
Help us to trust you and to stay strong. 

Amen. 
 
I look forward to seeing everyone again, please keep in 
touch, stay at home and stay safe, it’s lovely when I get a 
cheery wave when I see you out walking and biking. 
The Easter season lasts 50 days until we celebrate the gift of 
the Holy Spirit at Pentecost so we can still say Happy Easter.   
 
Sally Milner  
@NCEAChaplain 
 

Learner of the 
Week—Duke’s School 

Winner of this week’s £20 Amazon voucher is 
Jack Czerepok for  his work in Business and  

Enterprise  

Government laptop scheme 
 

W e have applied for laptops for Year 10 pupils who 

qualify under the scheme that the Department 

for Education announced last week.   

Pupils are eligible where they do not currently have 

access to a 

laptop or tablet 

through another 

source.   

We expect to be 

updated on how 

many we will 

receive and 

when they will 

be delivered in 

the next few 

weeks.  

We will issue further details to parents and carers when 

we receive further information from the government.  

Families with a child in any year group who is a care 

leaver or has an allocated social worker will also be 

eligible to receive a laptop, if they do not currently have 

one.  Families in this case will be contacted separately by 

Northumberland County Council, who are responsible for 

issuing the laptops to pupils in this group.   

 


