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Extending school opening - the key questions 
 

I am sure that many of you watched the Prime Minister’s broadcast on Sunday evening with great interest. The plan 
put forward for the extended opening of schools in England was not what many of us had expected and it created 
more questions than answers, as unfortunately school leaders were not consulted about the plan. The further 
information issued on Monday still leaves us with a lot of unanswered questions, which both schools and parents 
will want answered before we can open schools more widely. A summary of the government plan is on page 2 and 
there is a link to the Department for Education document for parents here https://www.gov.uk/government/
publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-
settings-from-1-june  

The immediate focus is on some pupils returning to primary schools but there is also an aspiration for pupils in 
Years 1o and 12 to have some ‘face to face contact’ during the summer term but we are waiting for the government 
to clarify what they mean by this. Special Schools like Castle are allowed to make their own decisions about how 
many pupils they can safely accommodate.  

The Government has asked primary schools to extend opening from 1st June at the earliest, providing the 
coronavirus alert level allows this and the return of pupils can be safely managed. As CEO of the Trust, I would like 
to see all of our pupils back in their schools as soon as possible. However, I need to be sure, as you will, that it is as 
safe as possible for our pupils and staff to be back in school and our decisions on reopening will be made on the 
basis of putting health and safety first. The key questions that school leaders are trying to find answers to include: 

1. How can we make school as safe as possible for pupils and staff?  

This is complicated because children, especially our younger pupils, will find it difficult to always remember to keep 
to 2m social distancing at times. Some people believe that PPE should be used by staff and pupils, but this is not 
supported in the current government guidelines for schools. We can’t eliminate every risk but we will do everything 
we can to make our schools and campuses as safe as possible through a strong risk assessment system.  

2.   How will classes be staffed and managed? 

We need to have more staff teaching with a maximum class size of 15, but have a reduced number of staff available 
as some staff are shielded and can only work from home. In some of our campuses, we may not be able to 
accommodate a class of 30 in two rooms and may need 3 teachers in 3 separate rooms to teach one class. This 
means that we may not be able to have all pupils in full-time.  

3. What will lessons be like? 

We can’t operate our normal curriculum as social distancing makes it impossible to teach or learn as usual. When  
possible, we will use outdoor spaces as much as we can. Children will be kept in their separate teaching groups and 
have different breaks from other classes.  

4. How can we ensure that pupils are safe outside of lessons? 

We need clarification about school transport arrangements and find ways of making travel to and from school, 
access to toilets and hand washing, etc. as safe as possible. These areas need to be risk-assessed and planned for 
each campus.  

I know that this is a worrying time for every parent. I want to reassure you that we will extend the opening of our 
schools as soon as we can, but only when we are sure that it is as safe as possible to do so. It is not a race to open on 
1st June and if it takes us a little longer to make things safer then I am sure that you will support us with this. We 
are contacting every parent or carer of children in nursery, reception, Year 1 and Year 6 to speak to you about 
reopening and get your views. We will keep you fully update as our plans develop.  

Best wishes 

Alan Hardie, CEO, Northumberland Church of England Academy Trust 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june
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What is the Government’s plan for schools from 1st June? 
 

The plan published by the Department for Education on Monday set out the following key points: 

 “By 1 June at the earliest primary schools in England may be able to welcome back children in key transition 
years – nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6”.  

 “Secondary schools, sixth forms and colleges will also work towards the possibility of providing some face-to-
face contact with young people in Year 10 and Year 12 to help them prepare for exams next year”.  

 “The aim is for other primary years to return later in June, but this will be kept under review, and there are 
currently no plans to reopen secondary schools for other year groups before the summer holidays”.  

 “Special schools will work towards a phased return of more children and young people without a focus on 
specific year groups”.  

 “Priority groups, including vulnerable children and children of critical workers who have been eligible to 
attend throughout school closures, will continue to be able to attend schools as they are currently”.  

 

All of the above will only happen when the five key tests set by Government have been met and the rate of 
coronavirus spread remains low.  

 

The Government have given the following operational instructions to schools when they are able to extend 
opening: 

 Classes can have no more than 15 pupils 

 Classes of 15 should remain together in the same class throughout the day 

 There should be staggered break and lunch times 

 Dining halls or large areas can operate at a maximum of 50% capacity 

 There will be regular hand washing and cleaning of the school during the day 

 There will be different arrival and dismissal times to keep groups of pupils separate and minimise contact 
between parents  

 

We expect further detailed guidance to follow. We will then work out how best to apply this to the unique 
situation on each campus, to develop and share plans with parents and carers.  Further updates will be issued 
regularly.  

A Message from Sally 
Milner, our Chaplain 
 
I don’t know about you but I find these 
Lockdown days a bit up and down.  I 

might be cheery and bright and at other times I find my-
self feeling a bit gloomy.  I am reading a section of St 
John’s Gospel each day in Eastertide and one phrase  
which has come up a couple of times is 
 

Do not let your hearts be troubled 
              John 14: 1 

 

We often hear this passage read at funerals, it goes on to 
say, “In my Father’s house there are many rooms”. God’s 
house and home isn’t limited to one type or sort of per-
son, there is room for us all.  Despite reading the phrase 
over and over, my heart was troubled.  I was uneasy, 
when will lockdown change, how many more people is 
this virus going to kill, how will people get back to work 
and will there still be jobs to go to.  Things were going 
over and over in my mind like a washing machine and 

never getting to the final spin and end. 
 
The letterbox clattered, on the doormat was a handwritten 
white envelope.  In it was this prayer and a hand knitted square 

with a cross in the centre. 
The Light of God surrounds you 
The Love of God enfolds you 
The Power of God protects you 
The Presence of God watches over you 
Wherever you are God is… 
And ALL will be well  
AMEN 
 
Things may well not turn out as I think 

or want them to, but God will not abandon you or me or anyone 
else, he is right here with us now.  A lady at church had taken 
the time and trouble to make the prayer card, to knit the cross 
and make sure that I and a lot of others got it.  God comes to us 
in many ways through friends and neighbours, family and 
strangers.  My heart was a little less troubled, I hope yours is 
too. 
Sally Milner—Trust Chaplain 
@NCEAChaplain 
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Learner of the 

Week 

Duke’s School 

Winner of this week’s £20 Amazon voucher is  

James Chapman, Year 7 

 

James was also the winner of  
Duke’s Big Math’s Lock Down Quiz.   

Well done, James! You have won £40 in 
Amazon vouchers. 

 
James has given us an insight into his typical school 
day during lockdown. 
 
At the start of working from home I found it really diffi-
cult to get into the routine and keep on top of my work. 
There was lots of work set all at once and it was hard to 
know what to do when. Some work took longer than I 
thought it would and I started to fall behind.    
It is easier now I am in the routine. I plan my week on 
Mondays and decide what I will do each day to get 
through that week's lessons. If I want a Friday off, I do a 
bit more each day and then have 3 days off over the week-
end.  
I find it easier to still get up at 7 and do a couple of hours 
of work before an hour's exercise. I can normally finish 
the rest of my work between breakfast and lunch and 
have the afternoon free to be outside in the garden, down 
the allotment or on my playstation with friends. 
 


