
  

 

LIGHThouse 
Enabling everyone in our communities to let their light shine 

School Closure Edition 11— 4/6/2020  

Making our schools as safe as possible for  
extended opening 

 

Our staff have been incredibly busy, even during the half term holiday, working to make our schools as safe as 
possible for our pupils in the year groups which the Government have said can return. Along with the majority of 
schools in the North East, we have not rushed to extend opening from 
the 1st June. Instead, we are following what we believe is a sensible plan 
to gradually have more of our pupils back in our schools.  

 

What are our reopening plans? 
 

 Pupils in Reception will return from Wednesday 10th June.  

 Pupils in Year 1 will return from Monday 15th June.  

 More pupils will be invited to attend Castle School on a part time 
basis from 15th June  

 Pupils in Nursery and the 30 hours children will return on 
Wednesday 17th June.  

 Pupils in Year 10 and Year 12 will return in small groups on a part 
time basis after Monday 15th June, with details of the booking 
system to follow from Mr Atkinson.   

 These dates are all provisional and could be subject to change.  

 

For pupils in Year 6, we are waiting for the Department for Education to clarify if we can bring Year 6 pupils into 
Duke’s School for transition work. This would also be in small ‘bubble’ groups on a rota basis.  

 

We have published some videos of our classroom layouts to reassure pupils and parents that it will be safe but a 
pleasant learning environment. There will be no classrooms full of tape, just more space for each pupil and 
opportunities for outdoor learning whenever possible.  

 

I know that the decision on whether you wish your child 
to return to school is creating a lot of anxiety for parents 
at the moment. Please be assured that if your child 
returns to school, we will do everything we can to make 
this as safe  as possible. If you have any specific concerns 
or questions then please get in touch with your  child’s 
school or campus so that we can help you.  

 

Best wishes 
 
Alan Hardie 
CEO 
Northumberland Church of England Academy Trust 
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A message from Sally Milner, 

NCEAT Chaplain  

 

It’s fifty days since Easter Sunday; who 
would have thought on 12th April that 

we would still be in a version of Lockdown at the start 
of June?  Jesus’ disciples also spent time in Lockdown 
after the resurrection, afraid that they too would be 
arrested and crucified for being followers of Jesus.  
After Jesus appeared to them when they hid away in 
the upper room where they had eaten the Last Supper, 
they soon left Jerusalem and returned to work as 
fishermen in Galilee, where they were well out of the 
way of the religious authorities and the Roman 
occupying forces.  Jesus appears to them in Galilee too 
but says he won’t be with them in Galilee for much 
longer.   In John’s gospel, Jesus tells them “I won’t leave 
you comfortless” and “I will send you an advocate” but 
what did he mean? 
He was telling them they would receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit.  The same Holy Spirit that we hear 
mentioned at every Christening when we hear the 
words “I baptise you in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit”.  On Sunday 31st May, 
we celebrated the descent of the Holy Spirit, called the 
Feast of Pentecost.  The disciples were still living in fear, 
but the Holy Spirit comes like wind and fire, changing 
them from being fearful and hiding away to having the 
confidence and the courage to share the good news of 
new life in Jesus.  They become bold, encouraged, full 
of faith, life and energy.  Gifts that we will need as we 
tackle the challenges of creating new ways of doing 
things, rebuilding lives, communities and businesses so 
that we can all live life to the full. 
 
Come Holy Spirit 
Fill us with energy and confidence 
Come as breath filling us with new life and new drive 
Come as a warm breeze bringing comfort and 
refreshment. 
Come as fire to challenge fear and injustice 
Through Jesus Christ 
Amen. 
 
I look forward to seeing more children, families and 
staff as we extend opening over the coming weeks. 
 
Sally Milner 
Trust Chaplain 
 

Free School Meal Vouchers 

Please note that due to a change in the way the 

Government Free School Meal voucher scheme is 

being administered, for the next issue of the vouchers 

(week of 15th June) we will be moving to a weekly 

issue rather than a fortnightly issue. This will not 

apply to the Coop vouchers, which will continue to be 

issued fortnightly.    

Learner of the Week—

Duke’s School 

Winner of this week’s £20 Amazon 

voucher is Ayesha Muhammad for 

her work in maths.  Well done! 

Nominations for the award of Learner of the Week 

were: 

Leigh Hindmarsh  Emily Cappleman 
Riley Balance   Sarah-Jane Murthwaite 
Shaun Spratt   Rafael Roble 
Ayesha Muhammad  Ben Adamson 
Ayanfe Akinsala   Leigh Hindmarsh 
Amy Donnelly   Owen Douglas 
Owen Bickerton 
Charlotte Wilson  The winner is selected by  
Ellie Bunn   drawing from a hat.  
Owen Bickerton 
Aimee Owens 
Ryan Fairbairn 
Josh Hasler 
 


