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Bishop’s children enjoy their first day back at school 

It was fantastic to see our Bishop’s Reception pupils back in school yesterday and we are all really looking forward to seeing our 
nursery and Year 1 pupils return next week. It will also be great to see our Year 10 and 12 students back in Duke’s for some face to 
face mentoring and more pupils returning to Castle School as from Monday.  
I know that for all parents and carers it is a very difficult decision on whether your child should return or not. I hope that the photos 
and the comments from parents and pupils will reassure you that we are working very hard to make wider reopening as safe and as 
enjoyable as possible for our pupils. We sincerely hope that before the summer holiday we can bring more of our primary pupils back 
to school for at least some of the time, depending on updated government guidance.  
You may have read that the Government’s original plans to bring all primary pupils back to school before the summer are ‘in tatters’. 
Imagine if we had set a mock SAT question: If the average class size is 30 pupils with one teacher in one classroom, how many more 
classrooms and teachers would be needed if the class size is reduced to 15? I feel very confident that our pupils would tell us that we 
would need twice as many classrooms and teachers for this to work. It seems amazing that those who came up with the guidance for 
extending reopening were unable to see this. 
We are all desperate to get all of our pupils back into school as soon as we can. If the decision making had been left to school leaders, 
we would have put in place rotas so that all primary pupils would have had the chance to have some time back in school before sum-
mer.  Although the Government have dropped their aspiration of all primary pupils having the chance to return before summer, we 
hope that when their guidance is updated, we have the freedom to offer more pupils the chance to return at least on a part-time 
basis.  
For the return of Year 6 pupils, we have taken the decision to delay this. Partially this is due to pressure on rooms and staffing in 
some campuses, as we still have key worker pupils attending in separate groups, as well as Early Years and Year 1 returning. The oth-
er reason is that our preferred solution is to give Year 6 pupils the chance to do some transition work at Duke’s. We are still waiting 
on an answer from the Department for Education to give us permission to do this. If we can’t do this then we will plan for Duke’s 
staff to deliver some transition work with Year 6 on their primary campus. We are working hard to put plans in place for this and to 
produce some additional transition resources for pupils and parents. More details will be available on the transition plans next week.  
 

Alan Hardie, CEO 
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“Lucas was excited 

and said he had had a 

good day.” 

“... Riley couldn’t wait to see his friends.” 

“So far so good.” 

“ The arrangements are very well organised.” 

“She loves the handwashing song.” 

“School has been fantastic.” 

“School has been communicating with us very 

well, helped me a lot with this hard situation.” 

“Just pleased they are allowing children back as 

my child is becoming a lot happier with getting 

back to routine.” 

“She is happy to see her teacher again and learn 

as mammy isn’t very good apparently  :) ” 

“...was really happy to be back and to see her 

friends.” 

“Arrangements are very good and easy for chil-

dren to understand.” 

Children enjoy 

being back  at 

school 

We’ve received some 
lovely feedback from 

parents on their child’s 
return to school 
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Learner of the Week—Duke’s 

School 

Winner of this week’s £20 Amazon voucher is  

Ben Adamson for his work in science.  

Well done! 

How I do home school 
learning  
 

Every night, I have a routine to look at my 
timetable for the following day and plan what work I 
need to do. 
 

I then write these up on a flip-chart to keep me on track 
for the day. 
 

I usually start the day with PE and get some exercise, 
before sitting down to do some work by 10am. 
I make sure I get lots of breaks between subjects and 
plan something fun at the end of the day which is usu-
ally 2.30 / 3pm. 
 

Thank-you 
Ben Adamson,  Year 8 

Rainbow Lighthouse Challenge 

We are here to let our light shine! That 
has been a great motivation for our chil-
dren, for a long time now. 

But it’s so difficult to show each other 
how brightly we can shine, when we are 
so separate? Whether we are at school, 
learning from home, or getting ready to 
return, I bet most of us feel distant from 
our friends and schoolmates. 

So let’s get connected. Join the Rainbow 
Lighthouse Challenge. Paint, create or 
make a rainbow lighthouse to put in your 
window. 

Show everyone who walks past that we are 
still part of one community. We are still together and that 
collectively our light still shines very brightly. Soon, you 
should be getting access to lighthouse designs to help, or 
look up online ‘How to…’ clips.  Get creating! 

Let your light shine throughout the community and re-
member, even if we are apart, we are still very much   
together! 

Jacob Smith, JB Primary 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

At Bishop’s School 
  

even if  

we are                              We are still 

together 

Let O  Light Shine 

Love Inclusivity Goodness Hope Truth

in different 

places 

Let’s stay connected! 
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Check out Castle School’s sensational rendition of Looking to the 
Rainbow—complete with Makaton 
 
Castle School took part in the Church of England’s 'Faith at Home Campaign' to spread the message of hope during 
difficult times. 
 

The Church of England said: 'Check out this stunning/moving/
beautiful recording of looking to the rainbow by Becky 
Brake from Castle School - complete with Makaton! 
If you need 3 minutes to brighten your day, this is it' 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VqD_SZqeRyU   

A message from Sally 
Milner, NCEAT Chaplain  

 
Some people have taken up new things 
during lockdown but I have done more re-
discovering of old things.  I have re-

discovered how much nicer food is when it is homemade.  I 
have rustled up biscuits, bread and Sunday dinners.  I have 
also enjoyed the actual making; chopping, peeling, mixing 
and kneading.  The feel of the ingredients as I have weighed, 
beaten and mixed.  The smell of lovely things cooking drifting 
out of the kitchen.  I have also gone back to gardening.  
Nothing grand just a few pots in the back yard, but nice to 
see a geranium blooming or the delicate droplet flowers of a 
fuchsia.  I’ve gone for bright colours; pinks, reds and yellows 
to keep my spirits up.  What have you re-discovered during 
lockdown?  A craft or hobby you used to enjoy when you 
were younger or before your work took up so much time, or 
perhaps cycling or walking, alone or with the family. 
 

I have also come back to the basics of faith, reading part of 
the bible and mulling it over each day.  Asking myself “what 
is God trying to tell me in this passage?” not rushing through 
the story to get to the end, but chewing over each phrase.  
There is sometimes a word or a phrase I haven’t noticed be-
fore or that leaps out and sounds different during this pan-
demic.  I have been struck by occasions when the bible tells 
us the disciples were locked away after the resurrection, hid-
ing in fear and Jesus and the Holy Spirit seeks them out and 
doesn’t leave them trapped and fearful. 
 

In prayer I have also come back to old familiar words, the 

words that Jesus taught his disciples when they asked him 
how they should pray.  You may say it regularly, or perhaps 
not since you were at school.  It says so much but in very 
few words. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Every day things are changing but God remains constant, 
coming to meet us in his son Jesus, giving us life through 
his Holy Spirit, loving and holding us through these difficult 
time. 
 

Prayers for you all as we learn look towards the future and 
the changes too come. 
 

Sally Milner 
Trust Chaplain 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VqD_SZqeRyU

