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What will happen in September? 
Often the best way to find out what the Government is planning seems to be reading the newspaper front pages! As 
I write this, I’ve just finished reading some headlines on schools being asked to expand the idea of ‘bubbles’ of 
pupils, so that all of our pupils can return in September. The newspapers suggest that the number of pupils in 
primary ‘bubbles’ will be increased from 15 to 30, so that each class effectively becomes a ‘bubble’ of its own. For 
secondary schools, this system cannot be used, as pupils are in different groups for different subjects, so the 
suggestion is that whole year groups will be in ‘bubbles’.  
 

As is usual, none of the suggestions have involved consulting school leaders about what they think would work. We 
expect a formal announcement from the Department for Education about the plans next week, which will give 
schools less than 3 weeks to plan before the summer break. I’m sure that you will have some of the same questions 
that I have about how the Government plan will work, such as: 
 

How can ‘bubbles’ be effective where children have brothers or sisters in different ‘bubbles’ ? 
How will the ‘bubble’ system work in secondary schools when pupils from different year groups will mix on school 
buses and in other places outside of school? 
If each ‘bubble’ has different start and finish times, how will parents and carers manage drop off and pick up 
children in different primary year groups? 
 

I’m sure we could create a long list of further questions. The point is that unless the Government is prepared to talk 
to the people that have the job of making the plans work, we will continue to be in a situation where the 
Government then have to change their plans a number of times when they find out how difficult they are to apply.  
 

This is true for other plans you may have read about, such as moving exams until July. This sounds a simple change 
and in many ways would be welcome, as it gives our GCSE and A level students more time to catch up with their 
work. However, the exam system relies on tens of thousands of teachers marking the exam papers in evenings and 
weekends before the summer break, so that everything is ready for GCSE and A level results days in August. I spent 
a number of years a senior examiner for A level and GCSE Geography and I know that the turnaround was very tight 
for exams held in June to get all of papers marked, checked and grades awarded in time. If we remove 4 weeks from 
this process, it will be almost impossible under the current system to get all of this done in time for results days. 
 

I hope that when I write next week’s article for Lighthouse that we have a clear plan for all of this and also for the 
‘extra’ funding that made the headlines at the weekend. Until then, please stay safe and let’s hope the sunshine 
continues over the weekend.  

Alan Hardie, CEO 
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 Year 6 pupils at William Leech enjoy an outdoor celebration 

Year 6 pupils at William Leech enjoyed celebrating their time at the Campus with a fire pit, where they 

cooked sausages and made ‘smores’ (toasted marshmallows and biscuits) while spending time in the sunny 

outdoors.  A great time was had by all, including their teacher!  

We will have more photos of Year 6 celebrations at other campuses next week.  

Key worker group at Grace Darling turn into detectives! 

Using clues, codes and co-ordinates they worked together and solved the mystery. Great job!  
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A message from Sally Milner, NCEAT Chaplain  

A lot of us are looking rather different in Lockdown.  My normally short hair is an uncontrollable mass of swirling 

white / grey, like the Dulux dog on a bad day!  Normally clean shaven men are going around with ever growing 

beards.  People are working from home, furloughed or shielded and potter round in shorts, t-shirts, flip-flops, 

whatever is the first clean thing they put their hands on.  We have become less worried about appearance, comfort 

is in.  This reminds me of John the Baptist, whose birth the church celebrated on 24th June. 

“In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea and saying, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven has come near’ 

John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist.  His food was locusts and wild 

honey. People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the Jordan.   Confessing their 

sins, they were baptized by him in the River Jordan.”   Gospel of Matthew 3: 1-2 and 4-6 

A wild looking character with a radical message “you need to start again, new ways, new lives”.  No time or 

motivation to get dressed up, there is urgent work to do. 

We have urgent work too, getting everyone back to school safely, feeding the hungry, supporting businesses and 

organisations as they reopen.   Allowing people to develop and live life to the full, a society where we all flourish 

together, not by pushing people down or holding others back.   

My prayer is that we take some of the very best we have seen of human nature during COVID19 and weave it into 

everyday life.  This is not “back to normal” if normal was unjust, dog eat dog, with discrimination as standard; this 

needs to be not “back to normal” but “on to better”.   John the Baptist points towards Jesus, the “lamb of God” 

who will lead us towards that better life which is the Kingdom of God, the kingdom which we long for in the 

Lord’s Prayer “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done”. 

Loving God 

Help us to build a better world 

A world where all are fed and valued 

We are all your children and you our Father 

Open our eyes to see your likeness in those around us. 

In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 

Sally Milner,  Trust Chaplain 

@NCEAChaplain 

 

Some amazing lighthouses made by nursery 

and Year 1 pupils at Thomas Bewick campus.  


