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School Closure Edition 15— 02/7/2020  

Enabling everyone in our communities to let their light shine 

What will ‘full’ reopening of schools look like? 
This morning we received the official guidelines from the Department for Education on how schools are expected to 

manage reopening for all pupils in September. It was no great surprise to find that this was a long and complicated set 

of guidelines.  

Our number one priority has always been to get every one of our pupils back into our schools as soon as we have 

been advised that it is safe to do so. We had hoped for a sensible and workable plan from our Government, but unfor-

tunately their guidelines are complex and some will be very difficult to put into place. However, we will work with the 

guidelines and will keep asking questions to the Department for Education where we think the guidelines are unworka-

ble.  

Some of the key points in the guidance are: 

1. All pupils will return to school in September and attendance will be compulsory.  

2. Pupils will be in ‘bubbles’, which will be primary classes and secondary year groups. ‘Bubbles’ will have staggered 

starts, breaks, lunches and finish times.  

3. The extra hygiene measures in place for year groups who have returned will stay in place, such as frequent hand-

washing and extra cleaning. 

4. Pupils will be expected to sit side by side in rows facing the teacher. Teachers are to teach at the front, 2m away 

from pupils.  

5. Pupils are discouraged from using public transport and should walk or cycle to school where possible. Further de-

tails will come out later about how school buses will work.  

6. All in primary tests and exams in secondary will take place as planned. There is a consultation about how GCSEs 

and A levels might be modified e.g. more choice of questions.  

7. Schools will be given coronavirus test kits to issue to parents for suspected cases. Local ‘lockdowns’ may take 

place where there are confirmed cases in schools.  

8. There will be no big group events like school assemblies and some 

activities e.g. music tuition will need to be modified or won’t happen 

until later in the school year.  

We will be working over the next week or so to get arrangements in 

place and we will share this with parents and carers before the summer 

holiday, so that you and your child have as much information as possi-

ble about the arrangements for school in September.  

It has been a delight to see Year 6 pupils from Bishop’s enjoying their 
leavers’ events and spending time in Duke’s on transition activities. It 

was hugely frustrating for us to have to wait so long to get Department 
for Education approval for our plans, but I hope that the pupils enjoy 

their transitions activities and feel more confident about starting Year 7 
in September.  

Alan Hardie, CEO 

Above: Year 6 have their first taste of life in 
Duke’s 
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Transition began this week with year 6 joining Duke’s 
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Can you complete the KS3 Art Challenge? 
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Learner of the Week 

Duke’s School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done!  Each student will receive a £20 Amazon 

voucher. 

Roni Hasan 

for maths and reading 

(15/6/2020) 

and  
 

Nichole Kelly  

for English  

(22/6/2020) 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION  
 

FREE SCHOOL MEAL 
VOUCHERS 

 
If you are currently receiving Free 
School Meals vouchers emailed 
to you through the Edenred 
scheme, please note that ecodes 
received after 1July will have an 
expiry period of 1 month from the 
date of issue to you.  Please re-
deem the voucher as quickly as 
possible.  
 
Once redeemed, the Supermarket 
voucher can be spent within a 
longer period or time depending 
on which Supermarket you 
choose. 
 
If you have any queries - please 
check out  ParentCarerFAQs.   
 
If you are still experiencing any 
difficulty or feel you have out-
standing, unredeemed or unac-
counted vouchers, please contact 
the Data Team at  
 

ncea-data@ncea.org.uk  
or telephone 01670 816111  

Ext 335 
 

Parents: Year 7 admissions to 
Duke’s School in September 

 
 

If your child is joining Duke’s Secondary 
School  in Year 7, please ensure you have re-
turned the Admission Data Collection Sheet to 

the Data Office before the end of term.   
 

If you require a new form, please contact the 
Data Office by email at  

 
 

ncea-data@ncea.org.uk  

or call  

01670 816111 ext 310 

Bishop’s pupils are committed to sport—it’s 
official! 
 
Bishop’s School have been awarded certificates for our pupils’ dedica-
tion and commitment to sporting opportunities in the autumn and 
spring terms 2019/20 by Northumberland Games.  
 
Bishop’s entered 100% of the School Games competitions and had 2 
teams already qualified for the finals, which would have take place on 
25 June.  Sadly, due to the coronavirus, this did not take place. 
 
Since the lockdown, pupils were also busy taking part in the virtual 
school games on 19 June, winning another award from Northumber-
land Games for their involvement. 
 
Well done to everyone who took part.  If you wish to learn more about 
Northumberland Sport School Games, please follow the link: 
 
http://www.northumberlandsport.co.uk/school-games 

Year 7 Duke’s student praised for handing in cash 

We received the following email praising Shaun Spratt for his honesty. 

“He is a trustworthy, fine, upstanding young man in our community. Yester-

day he went to the cash point in Ashington and found the previous person 

had left their money there. So he took it and handed it into the post office.” 

Well done, Shaun.  For your honesty, we will be rewarding you with a £10 

Amazon voucher.  Please see Mrs Renshaw, Duke’s Office Manager. 

https://www.edenred.co.uk/Documents/DfE/DfE_FreeSchoolMeals_ParentCarerFAQs.pdf
mailto:ncea-data@ncea.org.uk
mailto:ncea-data@ncea.org.uk
http://www.northumberlandsport.co.uk/school-games
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A message from Sally Milner, Chaplain  
 
I think I may have had an almost “normal” experience.   This week, I was deliver-

ing Collective Worship in person, face to face and live to actual students.  It was 

wonderful to see so many Year 6s from every Bishop’s Primary campus coming to 

Duke’s Secondary for some transition time.  A whole team of Duke’s and Bishop’s 

staff were there to welcome and help them to become familiar with their new school for September.  

It was normal except there were only 15 pupils at a time in the Main Hall for Collective Worship and 

they were sat a very strict 2m apart.  Everyone had lined up outside on their 2m chalk lines, hands 

were sanitised and we filed in.  Despite the social distancing it was still good to be together, to see 

pupils smartly wearing their uniforms, to hear My Lighthouse playing as they came in, even though 

we are not allowed to sing.  My Lighthouse is one of our favourite songs across the Bishop’s Campus-

es.  It was good to hear its familiar upbeat tune and lyrics as we gathered.  The chorus (always sung 

with great gusto) goes like this 

 My lighthouse, my lighthouse 

Shining in the darkness. I will follow You 

My lighthouse, my lighthouse 

I will trust the promise 

You will carry me safe to shore (oh-oh-oh-oh-oh) 

Safe to shore (oh-oh-oh-oh-oh) 

Safe to shore (oh-oh-oh-oh-oh) 

Safe to shore 

Being carried safe to shore reminds me of the story of Jesus calming of the 

storm on the Sea of Galilee.  Jesus and his disciples are caught up in a sudden 

storm, water is coming over the sides of the boat and the disciples fear the 

boat will sink and they will all drown.  Meanwhile Mark’s gospel tell us that 

Jesus is fast asleep at the stern, his head on a cushion.  When the terrified 

disciples wake Jesus, he orders the storm to cease and seems surprised that 

his closest followers are afraid.  They are even more afraid when Jesus’s 

seemingly bizarre command to the storm “peace, be still” is obeyed.  Jesus 

asks them if they have no faith.  Where do we put our faith and trust, is it a 

vague hopefulness that all will be well or something strong and firm?   

The final verse of My Lighthouse asks us to place our trust in God and to lay 

our fear down.  Perhaps this song can be our prayer this week. 

 @NCEAChaplain 

Well done to WL’s 

Green Bubble for their 

beautiful montage 

Almighty and all loving God 

I won't fear what tomorrow brings 

With each morning I'll rise and sing 

My God's love will lead me through 

You are the peace in my troubled sea 

You are the peace in my troubled sea. 

Amen 


