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Enabling everyone in our communities to let their light shine 

Creating a curriculum of hope for September 
I’ve been referring to newspapers a lot in many of the recent editions of Lighthouse. This is because the media has 

had a lot to say about schools and education during the partial closure period. This week, I want to tackle head on 

the ridiculous notion that lockdown will mean that pupils will never be able to ‘catch-up’. 

Firstly, this is an extremely negative view that ignores the fact that children are incredibly resilient and have a huge 

capacity to learn. Secondly, there is a danger that if we keep sending out the message that lockdown has caused 

irreversible damage to education, there is a real danger that if we say this often enough then everyone will start to 

believe it and it will become real. 

This simply isn’t good enough for our children and we won’t allow it to happen. Of course it will be a strange start to 

the new school year and many pupils will begin from very different starting points. Some pupils have made amazing 

progress using home learning and will begin almost exactly where we would have expected them to be if lockdown 

hadn’t happened. Others have struggled more, often because access to online learning is much more difficult for 

some families than others: we are trying to get some external funding to tackle this and hope to update you on this 

next term. 

Clearly there will be a need for our pupils to do some catching up during the 

next school year. However, our curriculum will not be planned so that pupils 

spend the autumn term catching up on content from the summer term. We are 

also absolutely determined that the curriculum will not be narrowed and that 

pupils will have access to as many subjects as we can safely deliver under the 

current restrictions. For example, PE lessons may be a bit different to normal, 

but pupils will still have PE.  

The most exciting and motiving lessons for pupils often involve learning something new and this will be part of their 

lessons right from the start in the new term. Teachers will cover the content from last term, but it will be integrated 

with the work on new topics. For our pupils, this won’t be anything new as over the last year we have focused on 

making ‘retrieval practice’ (recalling knowledge from previous lessons and topics) a key part of our teaching strategy 

to help pupils know more and recall more knowledge. We will also have additional support available for those who 

have struggled most and we are eagerly awaiting details of the extra funding the Government have promised schools 

for this.  

We are absolutely clear that our curriculum for the next school year will be built on hope. The extended reo-

pening of our schools to some pupils has shown that they have missed school and are keen to get back to work as 

soon as they can. By having a curriculum built on hope, we will ensure that in September our pupils have a really 

positive learning experience and can make excellent progress right from the start.  

Thank you to parents and carers for all that you have done to support our pupils in their home learning. We appreci-
ate that this has been a difficult and often stressful experience but we are very grateful for the support that you have 
given our pupils. While they may not admit it at the moment, I’m sure that in the future your children will also be very 
grateful for your support during lockdown! 

Alan Hardie 
CEO 

“The most exciting and motiving 

lessons for pupils often  

involve learning something new 

and this will be part of their  

lessons right from the start in the 

new term.” 
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Learner of the Week 

Duke’s School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Taryn Jones 

for music and English  

and  

Gavin Lyon 

Digital support for  

Sports Day 

 

A snapshot of our 

children’s week 

Reaching out across the generations! Our children are writing to residents who are 
‘locked-down’ at Park View retirement living.  

Children have 
been taking care 

of the newly 
planted carrots, 
peas, herbs and 

wildflowers  

Nursery children have 
been sewing and  

decorating rainbow fish  

Year 6 enjoyed their second transition day at  Duke’s School and then received 
their Leavers' Hoodies on their return to campus  

Having fun in the sun! 
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Castle School - Lockdown Learners! 
Although many Castle School pupils have not been able to attend school due to the lockdown—they have still 

been working incredibly hard. 

Home learning has been provided via our website and also some pupils have had work delivered to them.  

These lovely photographs show you what our pupils have been up to during their time away from school. 

To all our pupils—we are so very proud of you all and how you are managing in these strange times.  To all our 

parents & carers—thank you so much for sharing all the work you are doing—we are looking forward to see-

ing everybody again very soon—hopefully not long now. 
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Lots of positive feedback for Castle School from parents!  

It's made us feel like we are 

not alone knowing   

(teacher) is at the other 

end of an email  

I have really appreciated the  contact 

and all the handwork  everyone has 

put in! Any  problems and it has been 

very easy to contact and catch up!  

Appreciate when work has 

been dropped off at our 

house as we have no access 

to a printer.   Thank you all for your 

support during these diffi-

cult times, you’re doing 

amazing work  

  We have received excellent 

support, planning has been well 

thought out and very interest-

ing/stimulating . 

  The support from the 

school and teachers 

has been brilliant dur-

ing this time 

  My child loves seeing         

pictures of the other children! 
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Message from Sally Milner, NCEA Chaplain 

 

Little did I think when I was sat here writing the Chaplain’s Column for Lighthouse on 2nd April, I would still 

be doing it fourteen weeks later.  It has stopped feeling like Groundhog day now as things are changing 

week by week, but the news is bittersweet.  It is good to see businesses around our catchment area re-

opening, cafes and pubs are the latest, the buses are nearly back to their normal timetables and there are a few more passen-

gers.  However, as I go around Ashington, Newbiggin and Lynemouth some doors are remaining shut, either closed for good 

and staff made redundant or not allowed to open yet, like leisure centres, gyms and those offering beauty treatments.  These 

are really difficult and worrying times for a lot of people.  We look for somewhere to turn for hope and help.  The Psalms are 

poems written before the birth of Jesus, they are over 2500 years old but contain ways of picturing God that I think we can all 

relate to;  God as a rock and place of safety, here in psalm 18 
 

The Lord is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; 

    my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge 

                                                                  Psalm 18: 2 

               and 

He shall cover you with his wings 

    and you shall be safe under his feathers; 

                                                                 Psalm 91 4 
 

I love the image of God as a hen keeping us, the chicks, safe under her wings.  There are many ways to think of and to relate to 

God but, like I often say to pupils or staff leaving, the thing is to “keep in touch”, to stay connected.   
 

Almighty God, both strong rock and protecting hen 

Keep us close to you through all the changes and challenges we are facing 

Be with those who are returning to work where much has changed 

Give strength and courage to those who have no work and are seeking a new start. 

Keep us all under the shadow of your wings 

Amen. 
 

Sally Milner 

@NCEAChaplain 


