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 Looking forward to welcoming our 
pupils back to school  

Staff at all of our schools and campuses are very excited to 
welcome our pupils back next week. Although some pupils 
had the chance to return in July, for most of our pupils it will 
be the first time back in school since March. 
 

The measures we’ve put in place to reopen have focused on 
making schools and campuses as safe as possible and follow 
all government guidelines for schools. Everything has been 
carefully risk assessed and we’ve added additional hygiene 
measures, such as hand gel dispensers all round each school or campus. 
 

Every school or campus has specific arrangements or plans to manage pupil movement and keep groups in their 
‘bubbles’ or ‘pods’. The information on the specific arrangement for the start of the new school year has already been 
issued to parents and carers, but there is a reminder below and links to the full information.  
 

It’s important to say once again that we want our schools to be full of hope when our pupils return. There will be a 
focus on new learning rather than spending weeks just trying to recap work covered in home learning. Of course our 
teachers will revisit the content we planned to teach during the lockdown period, but this will be done in a measured 
way and integrated with the work on new topics. I know that our pupils will be excited to be back in school and to see 
their friends and staff, but we also want them to be excited about their learning too! 
 

Our schools have been quiet for too long and we can’t wait to have our wonderful pupils back! We also have a very 
exciting announcement next week about a new school joining Northumberland Church of England Academy Trust. 
 

Alan Hardie, CEO 

 Reopening information 

 
Please see campus letters for further details at www.bishops.ncea.org.uk/ (click to open link) 
 

Castle School 

All pupils will return on Wednesday 2nd September. Pupils will be collected individually by staff from their transport 

in line with the ‘pod’ system. There will be designated parking bays and a holding system to ensure that there are no 

queues to enter. Secondary drop-off will be at 8.45 am and primary from 8.50 am.  
 

 
 

Bishop’s School  

Wednesday 2nd September Years 3, 4, and 5 return to school. 

Thursday 3rd  Sept Reception, Years 1, 2 and 6 return to school. 

Monday 7th September Nursery pupils to return during this week. 

Duke’s School  

Wednesday 2nd September Years 7 & 11  return to school 

Thursday 3rd  September Years 8, 9 & 10 return to school 

Monday 7th September Years 12 & 13 return to school—UPDATED 

http://bishops.ncea.org.uk/
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A message from Sally Milner, NCEAT Chaplain  

I’m looking forward to the new term starting.  There, I have said it.  Yes, I do normally enjoy my holidays but 

this hasn’t been a normal summer.  I am looking forward to the rhythm of the school day, the structure of 

getting up and getting ready, of lessons and break times.  I don’t know about you, but I am a morning person.  

My favourite part of the school day is arrival time.  In the first weeks in September I am at the entrance to 

Duke’s Secondary each day.  It is about welcome, welcoming pupils moving from our Bishop’s Primary 

Campuses who I have had the privilege of knowing since they joined Nursery.  Welcoming pupils joining from 

Central, Linton, Ellington, Bothal, Stead Lane and an increasing number of primary schools in the area choosing 

Duke’s Secondary.  Greeting others returning, taller, more confident, new blazer, new haircut, a story to tell or 

some news to share. 

Every day will have a familiar shape, a routine, but every pupil and member of staff is different, unique, 

beautiful, a child of God, made in his image according to the Book of Genesis, the first book in the bible.  We 

are known and precious in God’s sight.  St Benedict tells us in his rule for monks that everyone should be 

welcomed as if they were Jesus Christ himself, and this is our aim each and every day across the whole of the 

Northumberland Church of England Academy Trust’s schools.  Each morning as staff and pupils arrive I am 

reminded of how special and precious we all are. 

A prayer for the new school term 

Father of all, we give you thanks and praise  

that when we were still far off,  

you met in your Son Jesus and brought us home 

Help us all to welcome each other as you do 

Remind us that we are precious in your sight 

Bless our schools and our new term 

May they be places of welcome, learning, and 

discovery. 

We make our prayer in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 

I look forward to seeing everyone in the days and weeks ahead. 

 

Sally Milner,  Trust Chaplain 


