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 It’s great to have our pupils back!
It has been an absolute pleasure to welcome our pupils back into our NCEAT 
schools this week. To have our school buildings full of smiles again has been 
fantastic and it is a huge step back to normality for all of us. 

Coming back at the start of any new school year can be a nervous time for 
pupils and their families, but this year with schools closed to most pupils 
since 20th March, this has been more difficult than ever before. We all 
appreciate the anxiety that many parents and pupils will have felt about 
returning to school in 2020.  

So I would like to thank parents and carers for your support in helping us to 
get our pupils back into school and for your faith in us. We’ve worked hard 
to make the return as safe and as smooth as possible, but we can only do this 
effectively with your support. Attendance has been fantastic and it has been 
great to see our pupils so happy on their return to school.  

This has been a year that none of us could have imagined. There may be 
some further challenges ahead, but having our pupils back in school is a huge 
step forward. Some pupils may have more to catch up than others but rest 
assured we will work hard to provide the support for this to happen by the 
end of the school year. Learning is a marathon not a sprint and there is 
enough time to get all of our pupils where they need to be.  

Alan Hardie, CEO 

Welcome to Warkworth! 
September 1st was a landmark day for 
Northumberland Church of England Academy 
Trust, as we welcomed Warkworth Church of 
England Primary School as a new member of our 
Trust family of schools.  

Warkworth will continue to operate as a separate 
primary school and will not become part of 
Bishop’s or a feeder school for Duke’s, so there 
will be no changes to admissions for Warkworth 
or the other NCEAT schools as a result.  

Mr Hardie commented: “Warkworth is a highly 
successful and popular school at the heart of its 
local community. As a Church of England school, 
its vision and ethos fits perfectly with that of our 
Trust. We look forward to building an excellent 
partnership with Warkworth over the next few 
years and we are delighted they’ve chosen to join 
NCEAT”.  

Northumberland Church of England Academy Trust’s weekly newsletter  



2 

 

A message from Sally Milner, NCEAT Chaplain  

 

It has been simply wonderful hearing children’s voices all around our schools and campuses this week.  I 

have felt like singing as I walk down the corridors, although I know we are not allowed to sing in school 

at the moment.  Don’t worry, I didn’t actually burst into song. 

The poems in the Old Testament called psalms are full of words of praise and thanksgiving   

Sing to the Lord a new song,  

 for he has done marvellous things. 

Sound praises to the Lord, all the earth;  

 break into singing and make music. 

With trumpets and the sound of the horn  

 sound praises before the Lord, the King.  

 

Loving God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

May your creating, loving, forgiving spirit be upon us as we begin this term.   

Help us all to adjust to new ways of learning and working in school.  

Give us strength and courage when we are challenged by change or anxiety.  

Bless our children and families, may they grow and flourish in your loving presence.  

In Jesus’s name.  Amen 
 

Sally Milner,  Trust Chaplain 

Follow Sally on Twitter:   @NCEAChaplain 

Enabling everyone in our communities to let their light shine 


