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NCEAT Pupils embrace 

the ‘new normal’ 

We’ve now welcomed back all of our pupils 
to our NCEAT ‘family’ of schools.  
 

For our pupils there have been a lot of new 
arrangements to deal with. While we’ve 
tried as hard as we can to make attending 
school as normal as possible, we’ve had to 
introduce a number of new systems and 
ways of doing things in response to the 
Covid-19 guidance.  
 

I mentioned last week that I think our chil-
dren are much more resilient than they are 
often given credit for. Since their return to 
school, our pupils have also shown a remark-
able maturity in responding to the changes, 
which for them have now become the ‘new 
normal’. I am incredibly proud of how well 

the children in all of our schools have adapted to these changes and they deserve a huge amount of praise for this. So on 
behalf of our Trust and schools, I want to say “thank you” to our pupils for the way that they have adjusted to all of the 
new routines and arrangements, and also for their amazing attendance.  
 

All of us are adjusting to this ‘new normal’ and even then, as yesterday’s announcements by the Prime Minister showed, 
there will be further ways in which we need to adapt. It’s clear that this won’t be a ‘normal’ school year and our staff are 
spending a very significant amount of time on planning for “what if?” situations. Our priorities will always be firstly en-
suring that our children are safe and happy in our care and secondly providing the best possible education.  
 

As some other Northumberland schools have already experienced, Covid-19 is likely to continue to disrupt the education 
of groups of pupils. It is highly probable that many schools will be asked to send home groups of pupils to self-isolate at 
some point during the school year, with the threat of further partial or even full closures possible if the highest level of 
local lockdowns are required.  
 

Rest assured that our schools are planning for all eventualities, so that we can provide the best possible education if we 
have to go back to doing this remotely. Schools have learned a great deal since 20th March, and for school leaders one of 
the most heartening things about lockdown is the way that schools have collaborated and shared ideas about remote 
learning. The best way to learn will always be in school, but we have come a long way in making remote learning more 
effective.  
 

For remote learning, like all emergency plans, we are spending a lot of time and effort into producing plans we hope that 
we will never need to use. It’s a bit like having a fire extinguisher in your home; you are reassured that it’s there in emer-
gency but the best outcome for everyone is never needing to use it! 
 
Alan Hardie 

CEO 

Sixth Form students returned  to school this week 
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A message from Sally Milner, NCEAT Chaplain  

 

This week I have had the pleasure of meeting some new students who have joined Bishop’s and Duke’s having moved 

to the area just before or during Covid 19.  Coming from Blyth, Newcastle and the Middle East.  They are all very 

different in age and background but they all say one thing.  The people in our communities are very friendly, the 

children and staff at school have made them very welcome and they are happy here.  Not just happy but overjoyed 

and very relieved to be so warmly received, starting a new school can be a stressful time. 

Jesus tells a story about how our actions will be judged at the end of time 

“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was 

a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I 

was in prison and you came to visit me.” 

Matthew 25: 35-36 

In welcoming the stranger, we are not the ones doing someone a favour, we are the ones whose lives are blessed and 

enriched as they share their story, their culture and their journey to our schools.  Each one unique, challenging, 

sometimes tinged with sadness or tragedy.  

Almighty God bless all our new pupils whether form near or far 

May our ears be open to hear their story 

Our eyes open to see their needs 

And our hearts open to understand that in giving we receive. 

In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

Sally Milner,  Trust Chaplain 

Follow Sally on Twitter:   @NCEAChaplain 

 

Enabling everyone in our communities to let their light shine 


