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Creating 
It’s been fantastic to see so many of our pupils from Grace Darling Infants, Duke’s, Thomas Bewick and Warkworth 
showing their talents and creative skills in their art and design work.  

Caring 
Our pupils looking after the Josephine 
Butler garden and our catering staff 
receiving the food deliver the care 
packages 
for pupils 
on free 
school 
meals 
who are 
self-
isolating .  
 

Communicating 
Year 1 at James Knott enjoy developing their 

communication skills using Read Write Inc. 

Cakes! 
Many Castle pupils and 
their families have been 
baking cakes and biscuits  
in aid of Macmillan Cancer 
Support. I think we have 
some future contestants for 
the Great British Bake Off” 
  

Time for a change in focus 

For 6 months now it has been impossible to write an article for Lighthouse without mentioning C---------- . Changes in 
local regulations this week make everyday life even more challenging for all of us, particularly with not seeing friends 
and family. 

For that reason, Lighthouse this week is going to be different and more cheerful. I’ve deliberately set the challenge of not 
mentioning C---------- in this edition. Instead we are going to focus on giving you a positive and upbeat message about 
what is going on in our trust schools at the moment. It’s not our usual style but I hope that you enjoy the change. 

Alan Hardie, CEO 
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A message from Sally Milner, NCEAT Chaplain  

Despite being written nearly two thousand years ago the bible is sometimes surprisingly up to date  The reading in the Church 

of England today from the gospel of Luke chapter 10 “Remain in the same house…do not move about from house to house” 

 

It could be advice straight from an NHS or Public Health England ad on TV or popping up on Facebook. “Hands Face Space” 

may be tucked away in the bible somewhere, but I haven’t found it yet. I remember my gran telling me that “cleanliness was 

next to godliness” and that would fit in with the messages that we are getting to help get on top of COVID 19. 

 

Sometimes we look for dramatic messages or quick fix solutions in life, a wonder cure, a blinding flash of inspiration but the 

reality of most of life is that the answers lie in the small, apparently ordinary things. God comes to us in a friend or a still small 

voice and not in a blinding clap of thunder on the Damascus Road.  Getting on top of COVID 19 will be staying in our own 

house, washing our hands thoroughly and often, covering our face and staying apart from others.  I was talking to a friend on 

the phone the other day, he is my age but a lot, lot fitter. He and his wife who has asthma had Coronavirus back in April. He 

said “whatever anyone says Sally, you really don’t want to catch this virus.” 

 

Almighty God 

As we enter yet another new phase of the virus. 

Help us to keep ourselves and each other safe. 

Let us feel your loving presence walking beside us. 

Guide our actions as look towards a brighter future, 

In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

Sally Milner,  Trust Chaplain 

@NCEAChaplain 

If your child is in year 6 currently—you need to apply NOW for 
Duke’s School for September 2021 
 
If your child is due to start Secondary school in September 2021 you must apply for their place now. 
To do this please visit the Northumberland County Council website.  
 
There is a yellow banner at the top of the homepage, click on this:   
 

General Alert: Admissions to Middle, High and Secondary Schools Sept 2021   
 

The deadline for application is 31st October, any application received after that date will be classed as late. 

 

Enabling everyone in our community to let their light shine 

https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Alerts.aspx#A36731
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Denver Hume has come back from 
lockdown 'a man' according to Phil 
Parkinson -and he will only get 
better. 

Academy graduate Hume made his 
senior debut in the Championship 
in May 2018, and made a handful 
of appearances the following sea-
son when Sunderland narrowly 
missed out on promotion from 
League One via the play-offs. 

But last season was the 22-year-
old's breakthrough campaign, as 
he established himself in the side 
first in the left-back role and then, 
when Parkinson changed system, 
as left wingback. And he has con-
tinued to impress at wingback this 
season with Parkinson saying the 
academy graduate has raised his 
game over the prolonged summer 
break. 

"Denver is an improving player and I think there is still more to come from him, but he knows that himself," said Parkinson, whose 
side will take on Peterborough United at the Stadium of Light tomorrow. 

"To be a top player, you have to be able to do everything. 

"There were elements of Denver's game that he needed to improve on, but I feel that after the lockdown he came back like a man 
and he has shown that with his performances. 

"There are still areas we want him to get better at, but every day in training he is right up there and quite often he will end up 
against [right wingback] Luke O'Nien in a practice game or an eight-vs-eight and they are pushing each other, which is good to see. 

"Denver is one of our own players who has come up through the academy and we want him to do well." 

While Sunderland have a number of players who could slot in at left wingback if required, Hume is the only specialist in that posi-
tion in the squad. 

Parkinson is looking to add cover and competition for him before the transfer window closes next month, with Luke Garbutt and 
Demetri Mitchell - who both ultimately ended up at Blackpool - among the players who were considered over the summer. 

And while Parkinson is keen to strengthen the squad in that area, he says Hume is in the side on merit and shows no sign of relin-
quishing his place in the side. 

He said: "Denver has the shirt, and if we bring someone in to compete with him for that shirt then it has to be someone who is 
good enough to play. 

"At the moment, though, he has the shirt and he is relishing that." 

 

Staff at NCEA are very proud of Denver's achievements.  He has worked hard and is now reaping the rewards.  Denver attended 
the NCEA from its inception until 2014.  He has returned on numerous occasions to give motivational talks to our students, helping 
them to realise that hard work and resilience is the key to success. 

Taken from Chronicle Live: 25/9/2020 

The Sunderland academy graduate is now an established part of the first 

team, and will only get better 


