
  

 

Learner of the Week 

Duke’s School 

Winner of this week’s £20 Amazon voucher is  

Sophie Leigh Lashley, Year 9 

http://dukes.ncea.org.uk/winners-gallery/  

 

LIGHThouse 
Enabling everyone in our community to let their light shine 

School Closure Edition 9—21/5/2020 

M any newspaper headlines this week have felt like a 
battleground for those with opposing views about 

whether schools should be extending opening or not. I’ve 
used the phrase ‘extending opening’ deliberately, as our 
schools have remained open for the last 8 weeks, includ-
ing school holidays, for vulnerable children and key worker 
children. 

Our staff are desperate to have our pupils back in our 
schools as soon as possible. We genuinely don’t want our 
pupils to miss a minute longer of school than is absolutely 
necessary. However, as I wrote in last week’s edition, the 
key to this happening is all of us, staff, parents and chil-
dren, being confident that it is as safe as possible to do 
so.     

While there have been some questions answered by the 
Department for Education in the last week, there are still a 
number of unresolved issues which make it difficult for us 
to have full confidence that we can immediately extend 
opening from 1st June. Therefore, we have taken the deci-
sion that the earliest date we will extend opening from will 
be 8th June. This is a position we expect many other North-
umberland Schools to take.  Based on the many phone 
calls to the parents of our pupils who would be allowed to 
return, we feel that the decision to delay is one that the 
majority of parents will support. 

The approach taken in each of our schools will vary be-
cause they each have different instructions from the De-
partment for Education. Castle School will be looking to 
extend opening, in line with the government guidelines for 
special schools, but this will not be before 8th June.  
Duke’s School awaits the promised guidance for secondary 
schools but it has been made clear this week that second-
ary schools cannot have large groups (e.g. a whole year 
group) on site on any particular day.  We are also looking 
at how we can bring small groups of Bishop’s Year 6 pupils 
into Duke’s for some transition work. 

Extending opening at Bishop’s is the situation which needs 
very careful planning. I have been horrified by some of the 
stories in the press recently, where classrooms in some 
schools look more like prisons. We are very clear that alt-

When will our schools extend opening? 

hough the return to school for nursery, reception and 
Year 1 will not be ‘normal’, we will make sure that the 
environment is happy and purposeful, while being as 
safe as possible. 

Therefore, rather than rushing to open on June 1st, I 
would rather that our staff took the extra time to plan 
to get our provision as good as it can be under the cur-
rent restrictions. We are also waiting for further clarifi-
cations from the Department of Education about the 
flexibility of opening. Locally, there is also the concern 
that the rate of spread of coronavirus is higher in the 
North East than anywhere else and delaying extending 
opening gives another week for this to reduce. 

In the next editions of Lighthouse, we will issue much 
more information about the specifics of our plans to 
extend opening. 

Finally, I would also like to take this opportunity to an-
nounce that Northumberland Church of England Acade-
my Trust has committed to provide Free School Meal 
vouchers for all eligible pupils during the half term holi-
day next week. We have made this decision regardless 
of whether the Government decides to fund this or not, 
as part of our commitment to support our local commu-
nity at a time of great need. 

Alan Hardie 
CEO, Northumberland Church of England Academy Trust 
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A Message from  
Sally Milner, our Chaplain 
 
 
 

I  remember being utterly shocked when the Italian govern-
ment had imposed a total lockdown on Monday 9th 

March, amazed that something so drastic could happen in a 
democratic European country not very far away in the great 
scheme of things.  Two weeks later we too were locked 
down, all schools and most shops closed, many people were 
living their whole day behind closed doors.   
Now, after that sudden and dramatic change, things are 
changing again, this time more gradually.  Somehow, this 
change though gradual seems a bit more difficult. 
I have rather liked some parts of the lockdown, being able to 
hang the washing out and bring it in if it rained, making my 
own bread and listening to the radio during the day.  I had 
retreated behind my door, only shopping for food when I 
really needed to, not seeing friends or family.  No trips out, 
just Lidl and the roads around my house for a walk.  Now it is 
time to unlock.  We have had children on all campuses every 
day except  Good Friday, Easter Monday and VE Day, but 
now it is time to open the doors to other years.   
I notice KFC is open and the Wansbeck Garden Centre.  
There are a few more people on the X20 up from three or 
four to as many as seven.  I am still washing my hands much 
more often, I am staying at least 2m from anyone else and 
following the arrows in shops.  I feel a bit like a butterfly just 
emerging and spreading out its wings.  I am in a new world 
but most things are familiar even if slightly changed.  I am in 
touch with friends and family very regularly, school has the 
same faces, there are a few jokes and a cup of tea at break-
time.  What I need now is a bit of confidence and encourage-
ment, to know that I am not alone in feeling a bit apprehen-
sive. 
 
I am reminded of the opening lines of a song we sing across 
the campuses in Bishop’s Primary   
 

Be bold, be strong 
For the Lord your God is with you. 

It is based on a verse from the Book of Joshua, “Be strong and cou-
rageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your 
God will be with you wherever you go." 
    

Almighty God  
Be with us as we step out into a changed world,  
confident that you are with us, 
Give us courage as we adapt to new ways, 
Help us to encourage each other when things seem 
difficult, 
Surround us with your love each and every day. 
In Jesus name.   
Amen. 

 

Sally Milner, Chaplain 
@NCEAChaplain 

Miss Haggerty’s  
brother is a teacher in 
China. He contacted us 
and said:  
 

“Our school is called Greentown 
Yuhua Primary School, we are a 
private bilingual (English 
and Chinese) primary school in 
the city of Hangzhou, Zhejiang 
Province, China.  On Monday our 
students came back to school 
after the coronavirus lockdown 
and things are beginning to return 
to normal here.  We asked our 
children to write some letters that 
could be sent to children who are 
now experiencing it in other coun-
tries, to give them advice about 
what they can do to amuse them-
selves at home, how they can stay 
safe, or just to give them encour-
agement.  We have 36 students in 
grade 6 (Aged 11-12).  The stu-
dents are very excited by the idea 
of having real children in other 
countries read their letters and 
send them replies. “ 
 
We received some lovely letters 
and some of our Year 5 children 
wrote back. We are waiting for 
more letters to arrive from other 
year groups and intend to make a 
wall display of our letters and the 
replies we receive.  

From Lily (JBP) , Year 5 

I hope you, your friends and 
family are all safe. I am making 
sure I wash my hands before I 
eat and whenever I go in and 
out the house. I have only be-
ing going out of my house to 
walk my dog and I am making 
sure I'm keeping my distance 
from others. I have been exer-
cising daily with my mum and 
face timing my friends and fam-
ily to keep in touch. I haven't 
heard of the video game you 
play, what is the game about? 
I have being watching TV and 
playing lots of games, my fa-
vourite game is The Sims 4, 
have you heard of that?  Some-
days it is a bit boring staying at 
home but I would prefer to be 
at home and keep safe. It will 
be my 10th birthday on Friday; 
it will be a lot different to other 
birthdays but I'm sure we will 
be able to make it as fun as we 
can. How old are you? 
I hope we will be back at school 

soon ,even though I don't like it 

somedays.  

Keep smiling, from Lily. 

LETTERS FROM 

CHINA 


