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An update on extending school opening 

Following the Prime Minister’s announcement last night, we are continuing to plan to extend the opening 
of our schools. However, there have also been significant changes in the Government guidance to schools 
during this week, which have meant that we have to review and change our plans again. It has been 
incredibly frustrating for us to put plans in place and then literally overnight receive updated guidance, 
which means that we have to start again.  For example, having planned the Early Years pupils to return in 
groups of 12 only to be told midweek that the maximum group size allowed was 8. This may seem a minor 
change, but it has huge implications for the number of classrooms and staff required and planning has to 
begin again from the start.  

The Government has also announced this week that no secondary pupils are to return before 15th June and 
that we can only have up to 25% of Year 10 or Year 12 on site on any one day. There are no plans to bring 
any other secondary year groups back to school before September. The plans to open primary schools to 
all year groups before the summer holiday are also now uncertain and we are waiting for further 
announcements on this.  

All of the above has meant that we had to review the dates for extending opening. At the moment, we are 
looking at bringing reception pupils back in on Wednesday 10th June at the earliest, with nursery and Year 
1 in the following week. It is likely that groups of Year 10 and 12 pupils will also be invited into school on a 
rota from Monday 15th June. As always, our plans are subject to changes made by the Government and for 
us to ensure that our pupils and staff are as safe as possible on their return.  

Castle School, who are not restricted to specific year groups, are continuing to make plans for pupils to 
hopefully begin to return to school, on a part time basis, from the week beginning 8th June.  Further 
information will be sent out to parents this coming week.  

On the following pages of this newsletter, we have included a letter to parents of all pupils in 
Northumberland schools from the Executive Director of Adult Social Care and Children’s Services and a 
letter from the Northumberland’s Director of Public Health for your information.  

More details of the specific plans for each of our schools will be sent to you in letters from the Principals 
next week and we will have further details in next week’s edition of Lighthouse. Thank you again for your 
patience and support.  

 

Best wishes 

 

Alan Hardie 

CEO 

Northumberland Church of England Academy Trust 
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