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Enabling everyone in our communities to let their light shine 

All set for September  

reopening 
It seems strange to be writing about the new school year at the end of the 

current one. Normally at the end of the summer term I would be writing 

about all of the end of term events. However, I felt it was important to reas-

sure everyone that we have planned the full return of our pupils very care-

fully, so that everything is as safe as we can make it. Parents and carers will 

receive the specific and detailed arrangements from each of our schools or 

campuses. Across our Trust, and in line with Government guidelines, some 

of the key safety measures we have put in place are: 

 Ensuring that there are extra hygiene measures, such as more hand-

washing and making hand sanitiser available all around our buildings.  

 Extra cleaning during and after the school day. For example, frequent 

cleaning of door handles, toilets, etc and a deep clean of all buildings 

after school each Wednesday.  

 Grouping pupils and keeping them together in ‘bubbles’ to reduce the 

number of pupils mixing together. 

 Staggering start times, end times, break and lunch times so that the 

‘bubbles’ are kept apart as much as possible. We’ve tried to keep the 

range of start and finish times to a minimum so that parents with chil-

dren in different ‘bubbles’ are inconvenienced as little as possible for drop off and pick up.  

 Alternative arrangements for lunchtimes to reduce the number of pupils in dining halls.  

 A requirement for pupils and staff who are ill to stay at home. 

 Engagement with the NHS ‘test and trace’ system.  
 

The detailed risk assessment we developed for use in our trust schools extends to over 30 pages and we believe that the measures 

we’ve put in place make our schools as safe as they can be and prioritise the health and wellbeing of our pupils and staff. We will is-

sue further updates in August as we get closer to our pupils returning to school.  
 

I would like to thank you all for your support during the lockdown period. We don’t always get everything right but it has been great 

to have some positive feedback where we have got things right. I hope that everyone is able to enjoy some relaxing time over the 

summer. We appreciate what a huge ask it has been for parents and carers to support pupils with their home learning and I’m sure 

that you will welcome a break from this. It’s important too that our pupils have a break and are ready to give their best to their school 

work in the autumn.  Reading for pleasure is allowed and encouraged though! 

LIGHThouse will be taking a short break too but we will be back in mid-August to keep everyone up to date in the run-up to full reo-

pening. I wish all of our community a healthy and happy summer and I hope that we enjoy some nice summer sunshine at some point 

during the holiday! 

Alan Hardie, CEO 
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Bishops Primary School Update  

We are so excited to be welcoming all of our children back to school in September. The staff on all the campuses have been very 

busy getting the classrooms prepared, everywhere is clean and bright ready for the new term. The teachers have been busy plan-

ning new lessons and preparing resources for our new curriculum enquiries which will be starting straightaway. The staff are fully 

briefed in all the procedures necessary for the new term and we have everything we need to ensure everyone feels safe and 

happy.  

To get the new year off to a smooth start we will be staggering the return to school over the first 2 days of the Autumn Term.  

Wednesday 3rd September for Year 3, 4 and 5 children  

Thursday 4th September for Reception, Year 1, 2 and 6 children 

Nursery will start during the week of the 7th September. 

In case you are wondering what has been happening on campus during these past few months, staff have been working hard 

planning the online lessons and providing the work packs for all children. As well as looking after the key worker children and 

teaching the groups back in school the staff have attended many online training courses and have been busy sorting and tidying 

and making our school look really special.  

 

Many thanks to Angela and Allison from the Early Years Centre at Robert Stephenson who have been in every single day making 

a fantastic outdoor area. The children will be so excited to get in there to start planting, watering and getting their hands dirty. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to say a huge thank you to our pupils for working hard during this time and to parents and carers for all of their 

support and understanding during the past few months.  

Melanie Hinson (Principal) 

Message from the Chair of Bishop’s Primary School 

Well, what a year it has been. September will soon be here and we can finally welcome back all of our pupils. A big thank you to 

all the staff who have been working extremely hard adapting how they work to ensure education can continue. I am pleased that 

they have also utilised the time well to enhance their knowledge with good professional development and training to further 

their skills and ensure they are in the best place to educate our pupils in September.   

Mrs Hinson and her team have worked tirelessly on redesigning an adapted and exciting new curriculum to engage the children 

in the new academic year.   Trustees have been working with the school to ensure that the guidance from the Government has 

been followed and we have done everything to make it a safe place to thrive.  Thank you to our parents and carers for helping 

the children with their home learning. On behalf of the Governing Body I would like to wish you all a great and relaxing summer 

and I look forward to seeing you all in September. 

Marc Kelly 

Chair, Bishop's Local Governing Body 
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Congratulations to all our Year 6 graduates 
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The official results are in!   Duke’s Virtual Sports Day 2020 
 

The ongoing circumstances around Covid-19 have not stopped us from hosting our annual Sports Day this year, however it 
was with a few changes.  Unfortunately, we were unable to be together at Gateshead Stadium this year but that has not 
stopped us from being active and competing in a variety of events.   This year, the events were designed so everyone could 
compete with minimal equipment needed,  all elements of fitness were accounted for from stamina to coordination and we 
were also able to allow the community to demonstrate their individual talents.   This has undoubtedly been our most inclu-
sive sports event to date.    
 

Uniquely this year, students have had the opportunity to compete against not only other Duke’s houses but also staff and 
family members, as well as 2 new temporary house groups which were created.  This change has resulted in strengthening 
bonds in this difficult time as groups of us competed and supported each other through the different sporting events. 
 

I can officially say that the results are now in, but first I must give special thanks to a few people for their exceptional contri-
butions towards this years event.  Gavin Lyon (Yr10)  Miss Gatti (Art & Design), Mr Snell and Mr Pearson (IT Technicians) were 
instrumental in the smooth operation and behind the scenes efforts in making this all possible.  May I also extend a special 
thank you to the staff members who helped to film the instruction and demonstration videos for each event! 
 

I wholeheartedly hope that everyone enjoyed taking part and embracing this year’s sports day in less than ideal circumstanc-
es.  But for now…the results!   Drum Roll please… 
 

After totalling up all of the participation points (1 per person per event) and the bonus points for top 3 performances in each 
event, I can reveal the winners in reverse order…. 
 

With 22 points in 6th place we have Aidan,  
With 29 points in 5th place we have Oswald, 
With 45 points in 4th place we have Hild 
With 46 points in 3rd place we have Cuthbert 
With 66 points in 2nd place we have The Staff 
 

But the winners of The Duke’s Virtual Sports Day 2020 with a whopping 69 points is… The Family Team! 
 

Congratulations to our families at home, it is great to see the families who have been so supportive of our students and staff 
rewarded with a hard earned sports day victory! 
 

Thanks to everyone who has embraced this, participated and made the event possible! 
 

Mr Hunter  
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Message from Sally Milner, NCEA Chaplain 

This art work hangs above my desk and I love it, I have seen a lot of it during 

Lockdown.  It was a gift when I left the Education Department at Church House in 

North Shields and became a school chaplain.  That was a big change in my life, a 

new town, a move of house, my first job in a school.   The picture reminded me 

that I went with the blessing of God and my friends at Church House.  It re-

minded that in all the challenges and strangeness of my new role I was not alone, not abandoned to 

flounder or be overwhelmed. 

We have all had to go through enormous changes over the past few months and no doubt there are more to come.  You are 

strong and courageous and have coped with all sorts of challenges and I believe that God is with us all, walking beside us in every 

difficulty, when we feel like we are winning and when we want to throw in the towel.  We are not alone.  God wants to share his 

peace with us, I pray that you will have that peace in your life. 

I share the prayer from the picture with you as the school holidays begin. 

The Lord bless you 

    and keep you; 

the Lord make his face shine on you 

    and be gracious to you; 

the Lord turn his face toward you 

    and give you peace.  Amen. 

If you see me out and about in Ashington, Lynemouth or Newbiggin over the summer do come and say hello and let me know 

how you are doing. 

 

Sally Milner 

@NCEAChaplain 

    Learner of the Week 

Duke’s School 

 

 

 

Emma will receive a £20 Amazon 

Emma Ross 

for Art  

Duke’s receive recognition for commitment to sport 

Duke’s achieve recognition for their commitment to School Games activities in 
the autumn and summer term.  They also received the 2020 Virtual School 
Games Mark for their  ongoing promotion of physical activity during Lockdown.  


