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Strong communities are more important than ever 

Within our schools, assemblies and collective worship are really positive events, bringing the community of each 

school together. As this is impossible under the current restrictions, senior staff, Sally our trust chaplain and our local 

clergy have worked really hard to recreate this using video technology. There are many positives to this and the 

feedback from pupils has been good. However, there are some things which simply can’t be recreated using video, in 

the same way that the video wall in “Britain’s Got Talent” couldn’t replicate the atmosphere of a live studio audience.  

For me, the autumn events I’ve missed the most have been our annual harvest festivals and the opportunity for our 

primary pupils to come together in their local parish church. This not only reminds pupils that they are part of their 

school community but also part of their parish and wider local community. The tradition of bringing in items of food 

for a harvest collection also reminds the pupils of our collective responsibility to support people in need in their local 

community.  

Although what we now think of as a church harvest festival beginning in Cornwall in 1843, celebrating harvests and 

sharing the produce is an ancient tradition. As communities had to work together to make sure that all of the crops 

were harvested and stored in time before winter, there was a community celebration and thanks given for a successful 

harvest, which would see the community through the winter.  This idea of a community working together for the 

greater good is essential for success. In our trust, this is reflected in our vision of “Enabling everyone in our 

communities to let their light shine”. We believe that it is precisely through us working together that individuals in a 

community can thrive and let their light shine. 

This has been an incredibly challenging year for all of us, but in amongst all of the darkness, the light of people in 

communities coming together has been the most positive thing, from the weekly ‘clap for carers during the full 

lockdown to the amazing efforts individuals and communities to support good causes.  

There is no doubt that coronavirus has damaged our local communities, directly but also indirectly through the 

economic impact. To recover and thrive, we need to work together in our communities. Last week, I was delighted to 

accept an invitation from Ian Lavery MP to take part in an initial meeting to discuss how the community in Wansbeck 

constituency can work together to create a better future. It was great to hear (virtually) from representatives from the 

NHS, social work, charities, the police, etc. and agree that we should work together for a bright future for everyone in 

the area. Ian described this as “Wansbeck United” and I hope that NCEAT can work with other groups with a collective 

view that we can and will create a hopeful future that allows our community to thrive and “let their lights shine”.  

All schools must be central to their communities and should see education in its broadest sense. I believe that a key 

part of our role is to ensure our pupils understand their place within their community and contribute to it so that it 

flourishes. This was central to the creation of the first Church of England schools in 1811, but to me it seems more 

important than ever today.  

 

Alan Hardie 
CEO 
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A message from Sally Milner, NCEAT Chaplain  

Who remembers singing or listening to “We plough the fields and scatter”, Cauliflowers fluffy and cabbages green” or 

the “Harvest Samba”?   At this time of year, many children would be busy rehearsing their harvest songs, poems and 

prayers ready for our Harvest Festival services in church or in the hall.   The combine harvesters are all washed and 

put away for another year now and most of the ploughing for winter crops has been done. 

You may have an allotment or vegetable patch.  I grew some tomatoes and courgettes in pots in my back yard.  I 

planted them at the start of lockdown, watered them and watch them grow before eating what had grown. 

Each time we peel a potato, open a tin or slice a pizza we can say thank you.  Thank you for the sunshine and the rain, 

the people who have tended and harvested, processed and transported, cooked and served. 

 

Creator God 

You made the goodness of the land 

the riches of the sea 

and the rhythm of the seasons; 

may we cherish and respect the planet and all its people 

through Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

Sally Milner,  Trust Chaplain 

@NCEAChaplain 

 

If your child is in year 6 currently—you need to apply NOW for 
Duke’s School for September 2021 
 
If your child is due to start Secondary school in September 2021 you must apply for their place now. 
To do this please visit the Northumberland County Council website.  
 
There is a yellow banner at the top of the homepage, click on this:   
 

General Alert: Admissions to Middle, High and Secondary Schools Sept 2021   
 

The deadline for application is 31st October, any application received after that date will be classed as late. 

 

Enabling everyone in our community to let their light shine 

Pupils at JK enjoyed a morning bagel when they arrived in school 

https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Alerts.aspx#A36731

