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Thank you for your support  
 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 

I would like to say thank you for the very positive feedback 
regarding our childcare provision during the school closure, 
online learning and the free school  meals care packages.  
 

Even though most of our pupils aren’t in school, please be 
assured that our staff are still working incredibly hard to 
support learning and provide essential services.  It means a 
great deal to our staff to have some positive feedback on their 
work and I’m very grateful for those of you who took the time 
and trouble to do this.  
 

Alan Hardie 
CEO, Northumberland Church of England Academy Trust 

Free School Meals Voucher System  
 

Y ou may be aware that the Government are launching 

a free school meal voucher system. We plan to move 

to the voucher system after the Easter holiday.  However, 

it is complex to administer and we will be contacting all 

families eligible for free school meals over the next two 

week to get this in place.  

Unfortunately, the voucher scheme only covers a limited 

range of shops and does not include the Coop. However 

we are working with the Coop to put in place a similar 

voucher system for parents who would prefer Coop 

vouchers.  

Please note that those pupils who would normally receive 

universal infant free school meals cannot receive the 

vouchers unless they are registered separately as being 

eligible for free school meals.  

Free School Meals Care Packages 

As mentioned, the overwhelming feedback was that 

Monday’s care package delivery was a great success, 

thanks to staff volunteers, Northumberland Schools 

Transport, local clergy and the Full Circle Food 

Project.  

As a result, we will repeat this again during the Easter 

Holiday.  

We then hope to make the next delivery on Tuesday, 

14th April. We are in discussions with our suppliers to 

try and vary some of the contents for each delivery.  

Unfortunately, the Department for Education missed 

an opportunity to extend free school meal support to 

cover holiday periods.  However, as a Trust we have 

taken the decision to use our own funds to pay for 

the care packages during the Easter holidays.  We are 

making this commitment due to the exceptional 

circumstances at the moment, but unfortunately due 

to the high cost it won’t be sustainable for us to 

provide this support on a long term basis.  

Free School Meals Eligibility Checker 

In these difficult times, we appreciate that the 
number of pupils eligible for free school 
meals is likely to increase significantly. If you 
think that you may eligible then you can 
check on  

https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals  

The second care package delivery will take 

place on Tuesday 7th April (not Friday 3rd as origi-

nally planned) from mid-morning onwards.  

https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals
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A message from Sally Milner, NCEAT Chaplain  

Well, here we are on day 10 of Lock Down.  It is so strange not seeing 
and chatting to hundreds of children, staff and families every day.  I 
have seen some familiar faces going on 
their daily exercise past my house, 
walking dogs, on foot and on bikes.   
This Sunday is Palm Sunday when we 
remember Jesus riding on a donkey 
into the city of Jerusalem while huge 
crowds cheered and waved palm 
branches in joy, not knowing that 
within a week Jesus would be arrested, jeered at and crucified.  
Whatever we are going through; pain, isolation or bereavement, we 
can know that Jesus has been there before us, suffers with us and for 
us.  A song we often sing in Bishop’s Primary and Castle Schools is 
based on words from the Bible in the Book of Deuteronomy, have a 
look for it on You Tube and sing along 
 

Be bold, be strong 
For the Lord your God is with you. 
Be bold, be strong, 
For the Lord your God is with you. 
I am not afraid, 
I am not dismayed, 
Because I'm walking in faith and victory, 
Come on and walk in faith and victory, 
For the Lord your God is with you. 
 

Almighty God, in this time of uncertainly and distress 
Give peace to the worried and fearful  
Give strength to those working in vital services 
Give generous hearts to us all as we find ways to help each other. 
In the name of Jesus Christ who died and rose again.    
Amen. 
 

A prayer to say with our children 
Dear God,  
Look after children and families everywhere, 
Help us to share our toys and our food, 
Help us to see the good things about each other, 
Help us to do our school work, 
Keep us safe and bring us back together again soon.   
Amen.  
 

Keep in touch, keep school up to date with your address and phone 
number so we can keep in touch with you.  Give me a wave if you see 
me out for my daily exercise or my essential shopping. 
 
 

Pupils in our closure childcare provision have 
produced some fantastic rainbows!  


