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Planning for the future  
 

This is not the Easter holiday that any of us imagined. The 
coronavirus outbreak has given each of us many new 
challenges to deal with in a very short space of time.  I 
appreciate the huge challenge that many of our families face in 
supporting their children’s learning at home while trying to 
balance the many other demands on their time.   
Many of us would also have been looking forward to days out 
during the Easter break and catching up with friends and 
family.  The sacrifices we are required to make to reduce the 
impact of coronavirus are not easy for any of us, but are vital to 
support the ability of the NHS to cope with the crisis. I am sure 
that future generations of pupils will be studying the impact of 
the coronavirus in History and Geography lessons. I hope that 
they will be looking back at how well we responded to this 
threat as a community and how we supported our families,  
friends and neighbours when they needed it.  

We now have some certainty around how grades will be 
awarded for GCSE and A level, with details on page 3.  This will 
allow our Year 11 and Year 13 students to progress to their 
next stage of education, employment or training in the 
autumn.  

Our staff planning will now focus on providing the most 
appropriate work for our pupils after Easter. The setting of 
work for home learning has been a steep learning curve for all 
of us, but there has been a phenomenal increase in the variety 
and quality of resources available in the last few weeks for us 
to use in the summer term.  

Rest assured, we will continue as far as possible preparation for 
pupils who are making a transition in their learning. In 
particular, we will be providing transition work and a project 
for Year 6 pupils to help them prepare for starting Year 7 at 
Duke’s School.  

I hope that for each and every one of our community that 
Easter brings at least some respite from these most difficult of 
times.  
 

Alan Hardie 
CEO, Northumberland Church of England Academy Trust 

Happy Easter! 

On behalf of the trustees and governors of 
Northumberland Church of England Academy Trust, 
we would like to wish all our pupils, parents, carers 
and staff a very Happy Easter.  

Appointment of Duke’s Principal  
 

We are delighted to announce Mr 
Atkinson’s appointment to the role of 
Principal at Duke’s School on a permanent basis. The 
appointment was made from a strong field of 
candidates at the beginning of March. Mr Atkinson 
proved himself to be a highly effective Acting 
Principal and trustees are delighted to confirm his 
appointment to the permanent role.  

Although we have some very difficult times ahead in  

coming weeks, at NCEAT we are planning for better times 

ahead. 

Paris enjoyed making chicks  as part 

of her Easter celebration. 
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Celebrating Home School work 

Many of our students have risen to the challenge of 
working at home amazingly well.  Duke’s School have 
set up a webpage dedicated to celebrating work which 
students are completing at home. 

http://dukes.ncea.org.uk/news/celebration/ 

Mr. Blight is also sending letters and texts home for 
students who are working hard at home. 

Free School Meal Voucher Update 
 

All families eligible for Free School Meals should now have been contacted 
about the new voucher system and completed the survey about their 
preferred supermarket. Although the Coop won’t be part of the national 
system, we now have a local agreement in place and can provide Coop vouchers for those who prefer.  

 

NCEAT staff and other volunteers made the second care package delivery on Tuesday 7th April. The third and final delivery 
will take place on Tuesday 14th April. Many thanks to all who volunteered and to Northumberland School Transport who 
once again assisted.  

 

A reminder that the government free school meal eligibility checker can be found at  

https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals  

To apply for free school meals at any of 

the Trust Schools, go to  

www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/sims  

http://dukes.ncea.org.uk/news/celebration/
https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals
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How will GCSEs and A levels be awarded in 2020? 
OFQUAL, the government organisation which oversees exams, has now published more detail on how Year 11 and 

Year 13 students will be awarded GCSE and A levels this year. The full details can be found in their letter to students 

OFQUAL letter to students and the associated guide  OFQUAL Booklet  A simplified summary of the process is: 

 

1. Teachers will be asked to use their professional judgement to assess the grades they think students would most 

likely to have achieved in cancelled GCSE and A-level exams. 

2. Teachers will use the evidence available, such as previous exam results, tests, homework, coursework, mock exams 

and general progress during the course to help them make the judgement.  

3. Schools will also be asked to put students in order of expected achievement within each predicted grade band. This 

will be used to moderate the overall share of grades in schools across the country. 

4. A minimum of 2 teachers and senior leaders need to agree the grades and rank order.  

5. The exam boards may adjust the grades suggested by teachers if they seem too generous or harsh to make the 

overall distribution of grades consistent with other years. 

6. Schools will not be allowed to tell students the grades 

submitted to exam boards or how they are ranked.  

7. If pupils think they could improve on the grades given to 

them, there are proposals for an alternative exam in the 

autumn.  

8. Results days will be no later than originally planned (mid 

August) and may be earlier. 

9. There will be a process for appeals against grades but there 

are no details yet.  

Supporting our NHS and Care Workers 
 

L ast week Duke’s 

School donated 

210 pairs of safety 

glasses and some 

boxes of disposable 

gloves to local 

hospitals and care 

facilities as part of 

scheme for local 

schools, coordinated 

by Bedlington 

Academy.  

 

This week, Duke’s 

students who were in school helped to make face guards 

which will be donated to care homes to support those who 

have not received any PPE. 
 

Above:  Addison models one of the face guards 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877830/Letter_to_students_-_Summer_2020_grading.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877842/Summer_2020_grades_for_GCSE_AS_A_level_EPQ_AEA_in_maths_-_guidance_for_teachers_students_parents.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877842/Summer_2020_grades_for_GCSE_AS_A_level_EPQ_AEA_in_maths_-_guidance_for_teachers_students_parents.pdf
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A message from Sally Milner 

 NCEAT Chaplain  
 

Welcome to Lock Down Easter 2020, today is Maundy 
Thursday 9th April.  On this day, the church remembers 
the evening when Jesus got together with his disciples.   
 
Jesus took a bowl of water and a towel and washed his 
disciples’ feet.   Ughhh!  This was normally something 
done by a servant or slave, the disciples feet would have 
been dusty or muddy and probably smelly, because they 
wore sandals and the streets were made of dirt and 
stones.  Jesus wanted us to be people who roll up our 
sleeves and help out, even doing things that aren’t 
pleasant or easy.    
 
During Corona Virus lots of people are helping their 
neighbours, clapping for the NHS, sharing ideas and 
encouraging one another.  I think this is exactly what 
Jesus would want us to do.  He said “Love one another 
as I have loved you” and that is what we are all doing, 
loving our neighbours as we “Let our light shine” 
 
Almighty God 
Grant health to the sick 
Strength to those caring for them 
Wisdom to those making important decisions 
Comfort to the bereaved  
And life everlasting to all 
In Jesus’ 
Amen 
 
I look forward to seeing everyone again, please keep in 
touch, stay at home and stay safe, give me a wave from 
a distance if you see me. 
Happy Easter to everyone 
 
Sally Milner  
Trust Chaplain 
@NCEAChaplain 

Pupils in our closure childcare provision have produced some fantastic 
rainbows!  


