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Enabling everyone in our communities to let their light shine 

Green light at last for year 6 transition plans  
This morning, we finally received confirmation that we can bring pupils from Bishop’s into Duke’s to complete some transition 

work before the summer holiday. The lack of clarity from the Department for Education has meant that we’ve worked on sever-

al different alternative plans for Year 6. We knew that parents and carers wanted us to focus on transition to prepare Year 6 for 

secondary. This is much easier for us to deliver now that we are allowed to have pupils visit Duke’s. Parents and carers will re-

ceive further details on this in a letter tomorrow, but the principle of pupils remaining in small groups or ‘bubbles’ of no more 

than 15 will be central to the plans. Each ‘bubble’ will spend two days in Duke’s and will also spend some time saying farewell to 

their Bishop’s campus.  

We have been delighted to welcome more pupils back to our schools this week, with more pupils attending Castle, the return of 

Year 1 and nursery to Bishop’s and some Year 10 and 12 pupils back into Duke’s. We took the decision to bring pupils back to 

Duke’s for one to one sessions rather than whole class teaching. This is what most secondary schools are doing, although some 

others are offering one day of lessons per fortnight. Our decision was based on the fact that in a normal lesson, each pupil may 

only have around one minute of individual time from their teacher. As all of our pupils will have very different experiences of 

learning during lockdown, we felt that it would be of much greater benefit for them to have one to one sessions with their 

teachers. This allows the teachers to understand the individual learning needs of each pupil and then provide appropriate indi-

vidual support and work for each pupil. This also fits in well with what we believe the Government are going to do to support 

schools when we return in September, which we expect to be additional funding to allow one to one tuition for pupils to catch 

up.  

 

F inally, we had some excellent news with an issue that we’ve been campaigning on, which is ending holiday hunger.  
 

The Government have committed to extending the free 

school meal voucher system to cover the summer holiday peri-

od. We don’t have the exact details of this yet, but it is certainly 

a huge step in the right direction. Much of this is down to the 

remarkable Manchester United and England football star, Mar-

cus Rashford.  His dignified and thoughtful campaign was given 

huge credibility by the fact that he received free school meals 

himself as a pupil and he could speak about his experiences. We 

still have some way to go to persuade that Government that free 

school meals should be 52 weeks per year every year, but this is 

a very important step forward. Marcus Rashford is a fantastic 

role model for young people, as he shows what can be achieved 

by using your skills and influence to campaign for positive 

change. It would be great to see him in a black and white shirt 

one day at St James’ Park! 
 

Alan Hardie,  

CEO 
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This week, we welcomed back nursery and year 1  
children from Bishops; year 10 and year 12 students 
from Duke’s and further children into Castle School. 

Welcome back! 

Learner of the Week—Duke’s 

School 

Winner of this week’s £20 Amazon 

voucher is  

Amber Cassell  for her work in  

Humanities.  Well done! 

 
Amber’s teacher said:  

“Amber has submitted work which is very detailed, she 
has really demonstrated well her knowledge of the topics, 
and has shown that she has done additional reading.  She 
has worked hard to develop her skills in Humanities and 
has acted on feedback from myself to improve it further. 
She has done some really fantastic work and this piece 
really shows how much she has improved as she has bal-
anced an argument about whether Richard III was guilty or 
not guilty”. 

 

“He is so happy to 
be with his friends 
again and back 
into his routine.”   
Parent, Bishop’s  

“I’m really pleased 
with classroom 
settings “ 

Parent, Bishop’s 
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A message from  
Sally Milner, Chaplain  

 
There is a character in the Old Testament 
of the bible called Elijah.  He is a prophet, a 
person called by God to guide the people 

back to the right path when they seem determined to get 
everything wrong.  He has his ups and downs; his message is 
welcome for a while then ignored or sometimes met with 
outright hostility.  At one point he just sits down under a tree 
and says “that’s it, I have had enough, I give up”.   
 

An angel comes to him in a dream and tells him to get up 
and eat.  When he wakes up, there in front of him is a small 
scone-like cake and some water.  He eats and drinks and it 
perks him up a bit.  Then his gloomy self gets the upper hand 
again and he goes off into a cave in the desert, he seems to 
be sulking, saying, “There is only me left and I am trying to 
bring people back to God, but they aren’t listening, in fact 
they want to kill me.”  He can’t half moan!  Then this hap-
pens. 

And behold, the LORD GOD passed by, and a strong 
wind tore into the mountains and broke the rocks in 
pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the 
wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the 
LORD was not in the earthquake; and after the 
earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; 
and after the fire a still small voice. 
 
So it was, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his 
face in his cloak and went out and stood in the en-
trance of the cave. Suddenly a voice came to him, 
and said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 
 

God does not always come to us in big, loud, noticeable 
ways, but in the “still small voice” a voice we may miss, or 
not notice in the “noisiness” of everyday life.  Elijah was so 
busy complaining and sulking he nearly missed it. 

Father God 
Help us to listen out for your “still small voice” 
The voice that prompts and guides, 
Encourages and uplifts us, 
Keep us from getting so wrapped up in our-
selves, that we miss your call to us. 
In Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 

Colin the Caterpillar wants to grow 

If you are walking past the Grace Darling 
campus in Newbiggin, can you add to  

Colin the Caterpillar?   
 

Children from the campus are eagerly 
looking forward to watching him grow. 

 
Come along and bring your stone and let’s 

see how far he can go. 

Yemane wins first prize in a 
‘Come Dine with Me’ challenge 
 
To pass the time during lockdown, Yemane, one of our sixth 
form students, has been developing his creative skills in the 
kitchen by taking part in a Come Dine With Me challenge.  
 

The challenge was to make and host a meal for his family.  
Yemane chose to make and set out an Eritrean meal, show-
casing the food of his home country. He photographed his 
entry and sent it in to the national competition where he 
was awarded first prize for the regional entry and first prize 
for the overall competition. This shows that lockdown can 
be a great time for enhancing or developing your skills. He 
can now look forward to a fully funded meal at his favourite 
restaurant when it re-opens.  


