
          

Frequently Asked Questions – Year 10 Partial Re-opening Strategy 

How big will the “bubble” groups be for Year 10? 

We are currently planning for three groups of 15 students per day. This may change slightly 

depending on the numbers of students coming into school but will not be more than 15 per group. The 

layout of the classrooms we are using will be altered to ensure social distancing is maintained. 

How will I know who is in my child’s “bubble” group? 

Groups will be based around students’ maths sets and whether they do triple or double science. 

Whilst we understand there may be some anxiety from students about coming into school, they will 

only be in school for a short time and will be socially distanced at all times, so grouping friends 

together will not be a priority. 

Will the students be in one room for the entire morning session or will they be moving 

around? 

Students will not circulate or move around the school for their lessons. They will stay with their bubble 

group in one room. The teachers will come to them. 

Why are the sessions restricted to English, maths and science? 

To ensure the safety the members of each bubble group have to be the same for all subjects. This is 

possible for English, maths and science. It is much more complex to arrange for other subjects. We 

would have to create multiple bubble groups that would involve mixing student groupings and would 

inevitably lead to more movement around the school. This is something that we cannot risk at this 

stage. However, we are looking at how we can do this safely for other option subjects and have 

already identified a day for practical subjects.  

Is there a way of having more sessions for the students? 

Issues around safety have determined the provision we have in place. If the risk assessment changes 

then this too may change, but we would then also be restricted by the availability of staff who also 

have a commitment to maintain our online learning for the other year groups. In addition, we are 

offering Y12 students the opportunity to come into school to attend live lessons, and therefore we 

need to balance both year groups fairly and not exceed the 25% attendance guidance. 

Will you be making the in-school subject sessions available online? 

No. Unfortunately the need for the privacy of the students in-school precludes us from recording or 

sharing these sessions online. 

 

 



Will there be an alternative provision for those who do not or cannot attend? 

Yes. Though we are confident that the support provided in the in-school sessions  will be of real 

benefit to the students involved, these are very much a supplement to students’ remote learning which 

remains the key focus for their learning. 

How can I be sure that the school is safe? 

The government has provided significant guidance for schools, including (COVID-19): implementing 

protective measures in education and childcare settings and the school has carried out a full risk 

assessment which is under constant review by governors and senior staff.  

What equipment do Year 10 students need to bring with them? 

Students should come equipped to do schoolwork and therefore should have the necessary pens, 

books/paper, etc. Please note students will not be able to share any equipment or any other items. In 

addition we would ask that in order to ensure the minimum of contact between people in school, that 

each student bring the following: 

● their own bottle of water, They will not be able to use the water fountains.  

● a snack to eat during their short break 

● their own tissues  

Do Year 10 students need to wear uniform when they come into school? 

We are asking students to wear uniform to school (clothes should be washed after a day in school). 

Students will be in school uniform where possible. It was clear that many students have had growth 

spurts in lockdown, so black trainers if shoes do not fit and something as close to uniform as possible.  

What if a member of my child’s “bubble” group develops Covid-19 symptoms? 

Government and Public Health England has given clear guidance on what to happen in this 

eventuality, which the school will follow. It is critical that we have accurate and update contact details 

for all those attending school to ensure that these procedures can be followed.  

Is there still the provision for all vulnerable students and the children of critical workers? 

Yes. We will make specific provision for vulnerable and children of critical workers attendees in year 

10 so they are not disadvantaged in any way. 

What arrangements are in place for September 2020? 

We are still uncertain of what the situation will be in September 2020, however, we are aware that 

there will be many challenges to face at the start of the new academic year and have already begun 

to work on developing the “recovery curriculum” that will be in place at that time. 

 


