
 

 

 

 

Primary newsletter Friday 26 June 2020 

 
It has been wonderful to welcome all primary year groups back to the Larch this week. Your children are 

incredible in the way that they have settled back to learning and shown such happiness in greeting their 

friends and staff in school. They have adapted brilliantly to our important bubble system, and all has run 

really smoothly, for which I thank every single member of staff (every individual is absolutely crucial!) and 

indeed our partnership with families. By Monday (29th), 94% of our Larch community will be back together, 

which is great. We are looking forward to all that the next few weeks will bring, and as you will read below, 

there is lots for our community to look forward to with plans for music, sports days, transition to new year 

groups, photographs and more. At the heart of every one of our plans are robust risk assessments to 

ensure that the health and safety of all students, parents and staff is prioritised.  

 

Teaching and learning 

It was a privilege to visit all 20 bubbles yesterday morning  - it honestly felt like children had never been 

away! 

 

In Reception, children were focussing on phonics when I visited. They are learning about consonant 

clusters, including ‘nt’ (in words like ‘tent’), ‘st’ (in words like ‘star’ and ‘toast’), ‘mp’ (in words like ‘stamp’) 

and ‘nk’ (for example, ‘think’). Children were using all of their phonics skills to write words and to begin to 

use these in sentences too: for example, ‘Turn on the lamp at night’. The snail and the whale has been a 

focus text this week and as well as making story maps, children are using their imaginations to wonder 

where they would like to go if travelling on a whale. Where would you like to go?! 

 

In Year 1, children have enjoyed the book, ‘You’re called what?’ by Kes Gray. Do ask them all about the 

crazy names for animals and creatures that they are inventing - I particularly liked the ‘Spiked dalmatian 

lipstick fish’ and the ‘Twisty head wise owl’. Children are using adjectives well and creating fact files for 

their animals. In mathematics, they have been busy with time. This is a great area to continue work on 

through the summer please: to the hour, half past, and even quarter past and quarter to, as well as both 

analogue and digital time. The possibilities are endless! 

 

In Year 2, it was only children’s second day back! That said, they were so silently  focussed on their learning 

that I thought there was no-one there! The staff are delighted with all the progress children have made in 

their reading over the time away, and many are coming home with new books at a more challenging level - 

great news! When I visited Year 2 they were working on column addition and I was delighted to see how 

many children were already mastering the challenges, adding three digit numbers (hundreds, tens and 

ones). Well done to all. 

 

In Year 3, I visited the Wrens when they were reflecting on their experiences during the Lockdown period. 

This has been really important, especially for Years 3 and 4, as it is very helpful for children to reflect and 

discuss - there has been lots to be proud of, many new skills mastered and funny tales too! In Robins, 

children have been reading an excellent poem - ‘A way to the stars’. They have performed, created a story 

map, and are now writing a story based on the poem itself. Miss Boyce and Mrs Peddar were very 

impressed with all the writing skills children are showing - from conjunctions to figurative language and 

more.  

 

Year 4 have been focussing on the topical and incredibly important area of ‘Black lives matter’. Discussion 

amongst children has shown their advanced maturity, as well as their real understanding of our Simon Balle 

values. Today they were reading and writing about Gandhi and his role in challenging racism. The 



newsround report is particularly well put together if children in Year 4, or any other year group, would like 

to visit this and to discuss this at home: www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/52813673  In grammar, Year 4 Doves 

bubbles were busy when I visited in applying a range of skills: words with ‘ous’ endings (like ‘carnivorous’ 

and ‘ridiculous’), fronted adverbials, and particularly today apostrophes: creative use of walkie talkies 

meant that bubbles 17 and 18 were in competition for the greatest numbers of apostrophes used correctly! 

 

Upcoming events and things to look forward to! 

● Music: an update from Mr Taylor and me. 

We are delighted with how our musicians have engaged during this challenging time with online 

lessons, recordings for the choirs and responding to the tasks set. We are now working with some 

teachers to get a little face to face teaching before the end of term where we can. We had the first 

lessons this week and the joy on the faces of the students and that of Mrs Taylor was brilliant to 

see! 

 

The orchestra and our Year 2 string players are also involved in the Virtual Summer Concert. This 

involves the musicians being recorded on video performing their part of the piece, so we can stitch 

it together in a group performance, on video. We really need everyone to get involved, so that it is 

a success. The broadcast date is Sunday 12th July at 5pm, when we would have been at the Saffron 

Hall. If you have any questions, please email music@simonballe.herts.sch.uk. Full details have been 

sent to parents’ email addresses and to the students of the orchestra as well.  

 

Thank you again to all our Larch musicians; keep practising because Simon Balle music ensembles 

will be back! 

 

● Sports’ Week.  

I must admit that I had previously thought that Sports’ Day may not go ahead this year. But I had 

underestimated Mr Leonard’s timetabling prowess and indeed the passion for sport that is shared 

across our Simon Balle All-through school community! So, Sports’ Week will be the final week of 

term: Monday 13th to Friday 17th July 2020. Each year group will have a focus day, where they 

should come to school in their PE kits please:  

Year 1 - Monday 13th July 

Year 2 - Tuesday 14th July 

Year 3 - Wednesday 15th July 

Year 4 - Thursday 16th July 

Reception - Friday 17th July 

Events will range from javelin to sprints and relays to standing long jump, egg and spoon and more! 

All events are planned so that children remain in their bubbles at all times, and so that any 

equipment is cleaned before it is used by another bubble. House points will be added up as usual 

across the week and combined to create a Larch House winner! We are sad, of course, not to be 

able to invite parents this year but we will do our best with photographs on social media. I think 

you will all agree that the Edutech team have done a fantastic job of sharing photographs during 

these unprecedented times - thank you to them! 

 

● Transition Week 

Transition week will be the week beginning 6th July this year. Whilst we cannot do things 

absolutely as usual, lots of planning is underway. For children joining us in Reception for 2020 (a 

number of Larch children have siblings in this group), we are busy making a series of videos for you 

so that children know lots about Simon Balle before they begin in September. Look out for children 

in the current Reception and Year 4 appearing to tell us all about their experiences in Reception.  

 

For children in our current Reception - Year 4, we will be supporting their transition to their new 

year group during this week. All new staff to Simon Balle will be in school on Wednesday 8th and 

Thursday 9th July - and all  staff will have the opportunity to visit their relevant bubbles, to smile 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/52813673


and wave and to look forward to being in a class with them in September. We will write to you on 

Thursday 9th July with a complete staffing list so that you can see too what children have to look 

forward to next year! Any queries, of course, please do not hesitate to ask. We will be supporting 

their transition in learning carefully too, with all handover meetings between staff planned for this 

week. Children will also be producing a piece of their very best writing so that this can start their 

new books for September.  

 

Other notices 

● Parents’ meetings 

Reception parents will have received an email this week around our plans for meeting with 

parents’ (either remotely or in person) on Friday 10th July. This will be instead of reports which are 

normally issued at this time of year. A sign up sheet will be sent out to you early next week and 

Reception only will be closed on Friday 10th July. 

 

We have taken the difficult decision to postpone parents’ evenings for Years 1 - 4 which were 

originally scheduled for July 2020. Now that it is so wonderful to see so many children back in 

school, it is also clear that holding this number of meetings whilst adhering to current guidance 

would not be possible. Instead, we propose three things:  

- Parents’ meetings will be held earlier in the autumn term than is normally the case; to be 

confirmed precisely, but planned for the end of September 2020. 

- Transition from the current year groups will be particularly important and all information 

will be shared amongst staff - please see above. 

- All parents in Years 1 - 4 have reports detailing children’s targets and next steps. I know 

that these were issued at a strange time, when we were all in Lockdown. Can I please 

encourage you to revisit reports and share these with your children? Teachers worked 

really hard to share personalised information for each child, particularly in relation to next 

steps, and it is important that children begin to own these in terms of their achievement. If 

any parent would like any further guidance in relation to areas that children could work on 

during the summer, please do not hesitate to email your child’s class teacher and ask.  

 

● Important Covid 19 reminders 

Whilst life in the Larch is once again busy and thriving, it is important to remind you that the 

messages around Covid 19 remain as important as ever. As I know you are all aware, children must 

not come to school if they are displaying any of the following symptoms: 

 

● a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not 

need to measure your temperature) 

● a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more 

coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 

● a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot 

smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal 

● Most people with coronavirus have at least 1 of these symptoms. 

 

We are continuing to closely follow the government guidance with a hierarchy of controls as laid 

out here: 

1) minimising contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who have 

coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms, or who have someone in their household who does, do 

not attend childcare settings, schools or colleges 

2) cleaning hands more often than usual - washing hands thoroughly for 20 seconds with 

running water and soap and drying them thoroughly or using alcohol hand rub or sanitiser 

ensuring that all parts of the hands are covered 

3) ensuring good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach 



4) cleaning frequently touched surfaces often using standard products, such as detergents 

and bleach 

5) minimising contact and mixing by altering, as much as possible, the environment (our 20 
bubbles in operation) and timetables (such as staggered break times). The track and trace 
system is fully in place at Simon Balle - we have registers for every day, including staff, to 
know which bubbles and individuals have been in contact with one another. 

Thank you as parents for your response to my email on Wednesday this week. Now that all children 
know exactly where they are going, the use of the astro and the staggered times, mean that 
families can adhere to social distancing at all times - thank you all for your support. 

● Year 5 PE top 

I am pleased to let you know that for the current Year 4 children, our Year 5 PE top is ready and on 

sale at Kids’ Connection! It costs £9.50, and looks really smart so that children can feel a little more 

grown up for PE, as well as ready to represent Simon Balle in the future at events, fixtures and 

matches. We hope you like it! 

 

 

● Year group photographs 

Mrs Saunders and I were delighted to receive an email from the PSA for ideas about how the 

normal class photographs could go ahead this year. We are now busy planning, and whilst I don’t 

have a date for you yet, I can share our plans. Edutech will take a wonderful photograph of each 

bubble and a collage will then be made of the four bubbles representing each year group. For those 

children learning from home, we invite you to wear your school uniform and send us a photograph 

too, so that we can make a collage of your complete year group for 2019-2020. This will be in the 

form of a digital image which parents can download (from our secure google site). We will ask for a 

donation, suggested to be £5, for the PSA. Great idea and great news not to miss out on these 

photos! A date will follow soon.  

 

 

Wishing you all a positive fortnight ahead, including those of you who remain learning at home. Once 

again, we would like to thank all those parents who have provided us with such positive feedback- this 

week in particular, the emails, letters, comments in the playground, phone calls and more have really 

reflected the strength of our community. We are delighted that all are so proud to belong to Simon Balle 

and thank you for your partnership and continued support.  

 

 

Mrs Rachel Kirk (Vice Principal)  

 

 

 


