
 

 

 

 

Primary newsletter Thursday 9th July 2020 

 
 

The main purpose of this newsletter is to let you know about staffing for September 2020. It is always an 

exciting time of year! I will also be sharing information about year group photographs and how you can 

download and contribute to these - they are looking great! I will be writing again next week with a final 

newsletter summarising all and looking forward to September, but, for now, I know how excited children 

have been to find out what is happening as they move to a new year group, a new classroom, and a new 

teacher and teaching assistant.  

 

Today, all staff have been moving around, socially distanced of course, but waving to their new classes 

(currently in bubbles) so that the children know what is next. There has, as I say, been much excitement! As 

the Larch grows, so does our staff team. We are looking forward to welcoming the following members of 

staff:  

 

● Miss Blackman, class teacher (I hope Miss Blackman won’t mind me sharing this but she was a 

former student at Simon Balle and it is so wonderful to welcome her back - the Simon Balle 

community is a special place to be!) 

● Mrs Evans, class teacher. Mrs Evans will be teaching across a number of year groups, and is an 

experienced teacher who we welcome warmly.  

● Mrs Philip, class teacher. Mrs Philip completed some training with us in recent years and we are so 

excited to welcome her back.  

● Mrs Glover, teaching assistant - joining our Reception team.  

● Mrs Braggins-Taylor, teaching assistant, with lots to offer to our music department, amongst other 

areas! 

● Mrs Clarke, teaching assistant, with lots of experience of Years 4,  5 and 6 - new to us at Simon 

Balle! 

● Mrs Gardner, teaching assistant, also joining us with plenty of experience of Years 5 and 6.  

● Mr Goodson, in a new role as a PE teaching assistant - during the curricular and extra-curricular, do 

look out for Mr Goodson leading hockey, football, tag rugby and more! 

● Mrs Cox, teaching assistant, who has already begun with us and we look forward to benefiting 

more from her experiences of early physical education.  

 

Hopefully the table below will show where your child is moving to in relation to their new classroom, their 

new animal or bird and their new teacher and teaching assistant.  

 

Year group/class - new! Teacher Teaching assistant Current class 

Year 5 Mallards Miss Boyce Miss Pedder Doves 

Year 5 Swans Miss Hesketh Mrs Gardner Kingfishers 

Year 4 Doves Miss Ridley Mrs Clarke  
and Mrs Harris 

Robins 

Year 4 Kingfishers Mrs Southall/ Mrs 
Prendergast 

Miss Deards Wrens 

Year 3 Wrens Mrs Summerfield Mrs Braggins-Taylor Foxes 



Year 3 Robins Miss Blackman Mrs Ludlow Deer 

Year 2 Foxes Miss Pearce Mrs Pettengell/Miss 
Mills 

Rabbits 

Year 2 Deer Miss Riddle Mrs Lafferty Badgers 

Year 1 Rabbits Mrs Philip 
 

Mrs Hawkins Reception - a mix of the 
two classes: children 
will come home with 
which class they are on 
Monday 13th July 

Year 1 Badgers Miss Williams and Miss 
Ponder, teacher trainee 

Mrs Cox 

Reception Hedgehogs Miss Emery Mrs Glover Parents will pick up a 
paper pack from 9th 
July showing their new 
class 

Reception Squirrels Miss Hudson Mrs Sansford 

 

 

We are also delighted that Mrs Getley and Mrs Evans will be teaching across a number of year groups, 

including specialising in science. Mrs Potts and Miss Mills will be supporting in a number of classes and we 

will let you know where their support will be focussed. Mr Leonard, Mr Goodson and Miss Norbury will be 

focussing on PE, lunchtime and extra-curricular provision. Mrs Harding will remain your first point of 

contact for everything in the Larch office! 

 

Year group photographs 

 

We are delighted to let you know that year group Larch photographs are almost ready! An enormous thank 

you to our Edutech team who have worked so hard to take bubble photographs (all 20!) and to combine 

too the photographs you have sent from home  - thank you to parents for these. Whilst these times have 

been unusual and challenging we are pleased to end the year marking your child’s year and their friends. 

An email will follow tomorrow (Friday) with a secure link to be able to download the photograph for your 

child’s year group - if you would like to download, please do so by Friday 17th July at 12pm (end of term). A 

reminder please that we are asking for a contribution to the PSA, of a minimum of £5 per download, for 

each photograph - an important fundraiser now and hopefully a valued photograph at good value for you! 

Please visit http://www.simonballepsa.org.uk/ where it is quite clear how to donate - please click on ‘2020 

Year group photoshoot’ and follow the links. Please do ask us if you have any difficulty at all.  

 

 

Finally, can I please ask each child to come to school next week with an extra bag (reusable or a carrier bag) 

- we will be sending home books and wellies from Monday.  

 

 

Wishing you all a positive week ahead! I look forward to writing next week, with so much already to 

celebrate (music, sports, writing and more!) and a look forward to September 2020.  

 

 

Mrs Rachel Kirk (Vice Principal)  
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