
 

 

 

 

Primary newsletter Tuesday 14th July 2020 
 

 

It is hard to believe that I am writing the last newsletter of this academic year. It is often the case that time 

flies by, but clearly the latter part of this year has been quite unprecedented (although we have perhaps 

heard too much of that word!). Nevertheless, Mrs Saunders and I are quite certain there will be positives, 

as there always are, to come out of the deep challenges faced by all. Your children have shown such 

resilience, adaptability, optimism and responsibility for their learning. We have all learned to work in 

different ways, and to benefit from using technology across an increased range of platforms. As a 

community, we have become stronger for which we once again thank you all. And so, this newsletter is a 

final celebration in many areas! 

 

Summer term 2020 celebrations 

 

● Larch music: from Firebirds to Cowboys, from Mrs Iles and Mr Taylor 

It has been both a challenge and a privilege to set music tasks over the last few months that the children 

can enjoy doing from their own homes, and we have been overwhelmed by the creativity and effort that 

has gone into these. The children have been busy completing tasks inspired by a huge range of symphonic 

works from Stravinsky's Firebird Suite (some fabulous performances and pieces of artwork came out of 

this) to Vaughan Williams' Lark ascending (following which, the next generation of David Attenborough's 

was formed). We want to say a huge thank you to everyone who gave up their time to help their children 

engage with music during lockdown and particular thanks to those who sent us the amazing work that their 

children produced. A special mention must go to the fantastic cowboy/ cowgirl dance routines that were 

sent to us with some very stylistic choreography in response to Hoedown by Copland!  

 

The Larch choirs have also been very busy during Lockdown, sending us recordings for some 'virtual 

performances'. Another huge thank you to everyone who sent us those recordings and a massive well done 

to the children for their beautiful singing. 

 

Since Reception and Year 1 have been back at school, they have been listening to a wide range of music, 

including 'The Surprise Symphony,' 'In the Hall of the Mountain King,' 'Short ride on a fast Machine,' and 

even 'Zorba the Greek’! Our focus has been on recognising changes in speed and changes in dynamic (loud 

and quiet). We have also been discovering how music can represent animals, characters and adventures! 

This has been explored through 'The Carnival of the Animals' and 'Peter and the Wolf.' We are also 

encouraging the children to express how a piece makes them feel and why. 

 

On Sunday 12th July at 5pm we would have been performing at the Saffron Hall. Instead, we had our 

Virtual Summer Concert involving many of our Larch musicians. It was such a brilliant event, showcasing 

great musicianship. Many thanks to all! 

 

● Larch sports 

This week our Larch sports days are taking place every day, with a focus day for each year group, and sports 

ranging from sprints to javelin, and relay to long jump. Children can earn points for each event to 

contribute to their house totals - and a cumulative house winner will be announced on Friday. Additional 

games for fun will also be included - the traditional egg and spoon, and sack racing! Thanks go to Mr 

Leonard for organising all, as well as to staff across the all-through for contributing in so many ways: the 

music, the ‘bubble’ organisation, the set up for all events and more! Please look at social media where we 

will share as many photographs as we can, which we hope will make up a little for not being able to invite 



parents to join us this year. The atmosphere outside has just been wonderful - children clearly enjoying 

having so much fun and being physically active too.  

 

● Writing 

Class teachers have been very busy in recent weeks making sure that they can support children’s transition 

in learning and handover helpful information to the next teacher. Whilst we were adamant that children 

would not return from lockdown and take tests (not part of our ethos or values at all), we were equally 

committed to inspiring and capturing some of children’s best learning in these weeks. Every child in 

Reception to Year 4 has published a piece of writing to go at the front of their writing books for next year - 

and we have been so impressed with their cursive handwriting, their consistent punctuation, their creative 

ideas, powerful vocabulary and their ability to edit and improve following teacher feedback. Reception 

have written letters to the whale (inspired by the snail and the whale) - fantastic extended writing by all; 

Year 4 have also written letters, but to their future selves; Year 1 have retold a narrative having been 

inspired by a video. I am sure your children can tell you more too! 

 

Looking forward to September 2020 

 

● New catering company: Accent    http://www.accentcatering.co.uk/our-team/ 

We are very excited to be announcing that from September 2020 we now have a new catering company 

providing food across our all-through school. Following an extensive process from tendering, zoom 

interviews, to a day of tasting (a good perk!), the panel of leaders and governors at Simon Balle were 

unanimous in choosing Accent. We are so excited to be welcoming them and many plans are underway. 

Following this letter you will see the Larch menus for September - and I hope that this will immediately give 

parents and children some meals to look forward to! All children in Reception - Year 2 will receive a 

Universal Infant Free School Meal from September (there will  be no need for packed lunches to continue). 

For children in Years 3 - 5, please use this link https://forms.gle/pQUEZ5RsphFegaFb6 to respond to our 

google survey to sign up to meals. We would love every child to try the new company, menus and food. 

Meal prices remain at £2.50, including main meal, salad bar and home-made desserts. Children in Years 3 - 

5 can either sign up to two days a week, which will be Monday and Friday (beginning and ending the week) 

or five days a week.  Please complete the survey by Friday 31st July. We will ask you to pay each half term 

in advance using Parent Pay (£92.50 for Autumn 1 for five days a week or £37.50 for two days a week). Any 

money that you paid for meals in advance during lockdown will be carried over to the new term, but 

unfortunately going forward we will not be able to offer refunds for any days where your child is absent. 

Opportunities for parents to meet staff and to taste the delicious food are also being planned, hopefully to 

fit with parents' evenings at the end of September/beginning of October. This is a big change for us in the 

Larch, and wonderfully positive as we look forward to so much delicious, nutritious, fresh food! 

 

● Extra-curricular provision 

We are delighted to be reintroducing our full range of extra-curricular provision from September. Thank 

you to all parents for completing our google survey for Explorers. It is certainly going to be busy, with 

numbers high across all activities! Whether you are picking up at 4.45pm or between 4.45pm and 6pm for 

the second session, please pick up from our new Sycamore room (to the left of the Larch in the first mobile 

building). Busy Lizzies have also written this week confirming breakfast club and after-school club places. In 

September, we will be writing with a google survey for Years 1 and 2 and our additional, enrichment clubs 

beginning from October.  

 

● Timetabling arrangements and Covid-19 guidance 

We continue to be busy as senior leaders and governors in reading and discussing all aspects of the 

government and local guidance. We know that this will continue throughout the summer holidays, and so 

we will write again at the very beginning of September with any changes. It was, of course, very reassuring 

to read of the government’s commitment to a full time education for all children. The ability for teachers to 

now move between classes means that our full teaching timetable can be back in place - with subject 

specialists (primary and secondary) teaching Spanish (Reception - Year 4) and French (Year 5), PE, music, 

http://www.accentcatering.co.uk/our-team/


science and more. Most importantly, we will continue to ensure very close attention to children’s 

handwashing, and our cleaning (as per the government’s system for the hierarchy of controls). We will 

continue to operate in bubbles, and for the vast majority of time, these will be bubbles of 60 (year groups). 

This will mean that children can learn with the support of their class teacher and teaching assistant, and 

that there will be times where groups are mixed across the two classes in the year group. As well as this, as 

you have read above, it is now possible to introduce wraparound care. We will do so in key stages, and thus 

bubbles will never be larger than 180 (in line with the secondary phase): Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 may 

mix for playtime/lunchtime and after-school activities; similarly Years 3, 4 and 5 may mix for 

playtime/lunchtime and Explorers provision. There will need to be continued timetable adjustments to 

ensure that these plans can work: for example, with staggered plays/lunches. Year 5 will now eat at 1pm so 

you may wish to ensure that they have a piece of fruit for break to keep them going until lunchtime. 

Staggered drop-offs and pick-ups will continue as they are in operation now, with A - H surnames 8.30am - 

8.40am and 3 - 3.10pm; I - P surnames 8.40am - 8.50am and 3.10pm - 3.20pm; Q - Z surnames 8.50am - 

9am and 3.20 - 3.30pm. We will be making the best use of these times in school - for example, time for 

children to return to their marking comments and to respond to feedback. It remains essential that any 

child displaying any Covid-19 symptoms remains at home, with a test taking place immediately. In our early 

September update, we will remind you of the exact isolation periods required should this be necessary. We 

would like to assure you that the health and safety for students and staff is of paramount importance and 

the most up to date guidance informs our decisions. We look forward to welcoming all back to their normal 

class groups on Thursday 3rd September.  

 

● Music opportunities 

Children in the current Year 2 will be able to choose from flute or clarinet lessons in September, as well as 

continued violin and cello. Children in the current Year 3 will be able to choose brass instruments, as well 

as wind and strings continued in September. All children absolutely loved watching the demonstration 

videos last week! If your child would like to begin playing an instrument, or if they would like to start a 

second instrument, please email music@simonballe.herts.sch.uk for information. Learning to play the 

piano will also be an option for the current Years 3 and 4, so again, please email for information. 

Information about violin and cello will follow too for the current Year 1 in September. We look forward to 

the next phase unfolding with music in the Larch! 

 

Learning opportunities in the summer holidays 

 

We hope that all children were excited to meet their new teachers and teaching assistants last week - it 

certainly seemed that way to us in school! Teachers for each new year group (the new Year 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5) 

will be writing to you this week on Go for schools. They will be sharing a suggested summer holiday home 

learning activity which will be engaging, fun and linked to their new learning in the autumn term. Parents in 

the current Reception: please make sure that you check Go for schools as we know this is a change from 

Tapestry this year. Any difficulties with logging in, please speak to us.  

 

Teachers in all year groups will be emphasising the importance of reading this summer - for fun, of course, 

and to support children in maintaining their reading fluency. To support with this I’d like to invite children 

in all year groups to reflect on their reading: Mrs Kirk’s summer reading competition is officially launched! 

I would like children to write a letter to me; the only restriction is that every letter must start with the same 

phrase - ‘The best book I read this summer was…’ Letters can be any length; they can be typed or 

handwritten; they can tell me about a range of books identifying one favourite, or tell me about one book 

in detail; they can be accompanied by a picture or just writing. That said, this should be a piece of writing 

that children are proud of!  Entries need to be in please by the end of Friday 4th September - given to Mrs 

Harding or to class teachers or emailed to me. House points for every entry, and winning prizes to follow!  

 

 

 

 



And finally… 

 

As Headeacher of this amazing school and leader of our community, I would like to thank everyone for 

their support over the past few months. To be honest I have been overwhelmed by the large numbers of 

Larch families who have taken the trouble to email me or thank me when they have seen me in the 

playground, 

commenting upon how grateful they are for how the school has supported them during lockdown. Our 

ambition throughout is bold, as we passionately believe in the value of a first class education; this is why 

we were determined that we would try and bring each child back into school safely, and as soon as 

possible. The rules for secondary schools were so different; but this is why we are this week inviting all 

students in years 6-9 into school for a short meeting to reconnect, and why we have been inviting all year 

10 and 12 into school for lessons according to the prescribed rotas. 

 

I would like to share with you a poem I received a few weeks back which I think sums up our values as a 

school and what we have learnt over the past few weeks. Whilst we continue to be aspirational, as we have 

all slowed down, we have learnt to delight in the small things.  

 

“Do not ask your children 

to strive for extraordinary lives. 

Such striving may seem admirable, 

but it is the way of foolishness. 

Help them instead to find the wonder 

and the marvel of an ordinary life. 

Show them the joy of tasting 

tomatoes, apples and pears. 

Show them how to cry 

when pets and people die. 

Show them the infinite pleasure 

in the touch of a hand. 

And make the ordinary come alive for them. 

The extraordinary will take care of itself.” 

― William Martin, The Parent's Tao Te Ching: Ancient Advice for Modern Parents 

 
  

 And so , all that remains for us is  to wish you all a wonderful summer holiday. We look forward to 

welcoming children back on Thursday 3rd September 2020.  

 

 

Mrs Rachel Kirk (Vice Principal) and Mrs Alison Saunders (Headteacher)  

 

 

 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/98167

