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Thanks to everyone who came to the Hub Launch at the end of November. It was good to welcome 
many new faces throughout the day. We hope you enjoyed the food, entertainment and finding out 
about Ruritage.  

As promised, we’re getting back to you with an update on the project. As several other people also 
wanted to join us at the launch but were unable to, the following information offers a brief overview of 
the project as well as a summary of future plans. 

 

ABOUT RURITAGE 

RURITAGE is a 4-year EU-funded project that aims to strengthen the role that culture and heritage plays 
in the survival and success of rural communities. Running until June 2022, it includes 38 partners from 
25 countries (including Camino de Santiago, Spain; Apulia, Italy; and South Iceland).  

Led and supported by a consortium of academic and research institutions (including University of 
Bologna; UNESCO; and University of Plymouth), organisations are working on a range of different 
cultural and rural collaborations, under six headings, that are delivered through a RURITAGE HUB: 

  

 
 

ABOUT TAKE ART 

Take Art is a Somerset based charity that delivers a high-quality arts programme with a local, and 
growing national and international, focus. We do this by providing opportunities for people of all ages, 
backgrounds and abilities to experience, participate and work within the arts.  

Our Rural Touring Scheme is a cornerstone to our work. Bringing the highest quality live performance to 
a network or rural communities across Somerset, we offer extraordinary and memorable arts 
experiences to thousands of people each year.  

  



 

LOCAL RURITAGE HUB 

In the UK, the Ruritage Hub is a creative partnership between the local food and arts sectors for the 
benefit of people, communities and the natural environment in, and around, Crewkerne, South 
Petherton, Ilminster and Chard. Rather being situated in one physical place, it will move around the 
geographical area, offering: 

 social spaces where people can meet and exchange ideas, practices and experiences; 
 innovative spaces where local food and arts led strategies are co-created and implemented; 
 vibrant spaces where we can deliver activities that help to build stronger and closer 

communities; 
 dynamic spaces where we are aware of our environmental impact and responsibilities.  

 
What’s happened so far 

A small steering group has been meeting since May 2019 to guide the development process so far, 
facilitated by Take Art. This group has also started to co-develop a draft strategy framework, structure 
and activity programme for the Hub. 

	
The HUB AIMS to 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
STRUCTURE 
In 2020, we’re piloting the structure of the Hub as follows:  
 

 ACTIVE MEMBERS: a diverse representation across the four communities including local 
residents; education; health; voluntary sector; local food; arts; governing bodies; research; 
service providers; and potential investors. Essentially, anyone who would like to join us on the 
hub journey can be ‘Active Members’ and become involved in the Hub in a range of ways eg 

 steering group 
 task groups 
 multipliers / connectors 
 activity / event hosts 
 consultative role 
 commissioners / investors 
 advocacy / champions 
 other interested parties  

Even if you’re not sure how you could be involved in the Hub at this stage but would like to be 
kept up to date with its development, you can be an ‘Active Member’: please refer to ‘Over to 
You..’ at the end of this document. 

 
 STEERING GROUP: to guide the development of the Hub  
 TASK GROUPS: (currently Strategy, Activities and Commissioning) to accomplish specific actions 
 TAKE ART HUB FACILITATORS to ensure the effective and smooth organisation, and 

implementation of, the Hub’s programme. 

The HUB AIMS to 

exchange knowledge, learning and experience between the 
local food and arts sectors for mutual benefit and 
development. 

offer opportunities for people to learn about, and participate in, 
activities that lead to better health, wellbeing and environmental 
outcomes. 

bring people together 
through the sharing and 
enjoyment of local food 
and high-quality arts. 

	



 
2020 PROGRAMME 
We see 2020 as a year to develop the hub and pilot a range of activity, all focusing on developing better 
and stronger connections between the local food and arts sectors and exploring ways in which the arts 
can help tell the local food story.  

Facilitated by the Activity Task Group, we’re planning a ‘Share Your Story’ event, pencilled for Sunday 
10th May to coincide with the bank holiday and Somerset Day (11th May). The event will offer different 
ways of revealing ‘hidden’ stories about the food sector and include a ‘slow food lunch’. 

Leading up to this event, we will create activity to let local people know about the project (eg displays 
in libraries, ‘pop in’ events, postcards), and how they can get involved. 

Alongside this activity, we plan to commission 3 pairs of artists (eg poet, theatre, visual) and people 
working in different processes in the food sector to produce 3 short ‘pilot’ pieces of work that will be 
showcased later this year. The process will be moderated by a small Commissioning Task Group. 

The Strategy Task Group will continue to develop the strategy framework and action plan, aligning it 
(where appropriate) with other (eg district, town and parish) strategies and priorities.  

Over the next few months, Mark (Co-Director of Theatre at Take Art) plans to get out and about to 
meet people, particularly those working in the local food sector, to find out about their work and 
broker relationships where it might prove helpful. 

 

RESOURCES 

Over time, we plan to build up the resources that are available to Hub Active Members. Our colleagues 
at Ruritage HQ have developed a digital hub to help communication between local hubs. It still has a 
few teething problems, so we will let you know once it is up and running properly. 

In the meantime, you might like to visit the Ruritage website, where you can sign up to receive the  
Ruritage newsletter: https://www.ruritage.eu/ 

Take Art’s website will also give you more information about what we do: www.takeart.org  
 

OVER TO YOU… 

Several people have contacted us with ideas that they would like to explore and/or projects for us to 
visit. We will follow these up over the next few weeks.  

If you have any other questions or ideas in the meantime and/or would like to find out more how you 
could get involved in the Hub, please email nadine@takeart.org or call 01460 249450. 

Please also contact us if you know of anyone else who would like to know about the Hub.  

Finally, to clarify, if you attended the launch and signed the GDPR consent form, we will assume that 
you wish to be an ‘Active Member’ and receive Hub updates, unless you inform us otherwise. 

If you were unable to attend the launch, but wish to be an ‘Active Member’, please sign and return 
the attached GDPR form. 

Thank you for your interest in supporting the Hub’s development and we look forward to updating you 
with further news in due course. 

 

 

 


