


www.talawa.com

Talawa Firsts kick starts the careers of 

exciting writers, directors and theatre 

makers. The festival brings together a 

community of artists and gives them a space 

to meet, spark off ideas, build networks and 

become the next generation to shape British 

Theatre.

Each of these artists has gone on a journey 

with Talawa. They sent in a script, invited us 

to see their show, or applied for our Studio 

Firsts programme. We have helped them 

to draw out the stories they want to tell. 

Challenged them. Encouraged them. Provided 

them with space, resources, the opportunity 

to get it wrong, and plenty of tea and 

biscuits…

We want to continue to find talented new 

artists, develop them, showcase them, and 

help them get their work on stage. Please 

invite us to your shows, send us your scripts, 

and sign up for our newsletter to hear about 

the latest opportunities.  

This is a taste of the artists we are most 

excited about here at Talawa. We hope you 

enjoy their work as much as we do.

       

INTRODUCTION
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All events are £5.

How to book

Advance booking for all events is available via 

Ticketsource 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/talawa

Tickets are also available to purchase on the 

door on the evening of the event.

For sold out events we will operate a returns 

queue, opening up to 30 minutes before the 

start of the performance.

 

Parking

Unfortunately we do not have designated 

parking for visitors, but there are many nearby 

parking facilities:

City Road car park: 

http://bit.ly/1ZWfuTB

Chart Street metered parking: 

http://bit.ly/1Rwwgrq

Great Eastern Street NCP car park: 

http://bit.ly/1K8CF43

Getting Here

Our offices and Studio are located at 

University House, Ground Floor, 

53-55 East Road, London N1 6AH.

Google map 
From Old Street station, take exit 1 and follow 
the road up: it’s about a three minute walk from 
the station.

TICKET PRICING
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For 30 years, Talawa has produced shows with 

leading roles for Black actors, addressing the lack 

of opportunities for Black actors on British stages.

Today, a lack of networks, confidence and personal 

and economic circumstances are just a few examples 

of the barriers that still exist for Black artists entering 

the theatre industry.

Our vision is for a theatre industry which is diverse 

and representative of the UK’s Black population.

Talawa is a registered charity. We re-invest box office 

income, fundraising or earnings from hiring our 

space into our work.

Your donation will help us to:

•  Create productions that tour the UK every year

•  Read 150 brand new plays every year through the 

script reading service

•  Work in the community, introducing theatre skills 

to individuals and groups of all ages and backgrounds

•  Support emerging artists through Talawa Writers’ 

Programme, TYPT, Talawa Firsts and Studio Firsts

How you can help

If you would like to donate in person please look for 

the box in our studio. Alternatively you can visit our 

website for more information at 

www.talawa.com/support-us . Thank you.

SUPPORT US
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Half Breed 
by Natasha Marshall
Wednesday 15 June, 7:30pm

I am that mixed race kid, like 50/50, on the 
fence, luke warm, in between, maybe.

Jazmin feels different. She doesn’t want to stay 

in the village. She doesn’t want to have a baby. 

She doesn’t want to laugh at racist jokes in the 

local pub. She’s got to get out…

Natasha Marshall (Writer/Performer) has always 

enjoyed performing from a young age. Natasha 

graduated from East 15 Acting School in 2012. In 

2014 and 2015 Natasha participated in the Royal 

Court Writers’ Group program and is currently 

participating in the SOHO Writers’ group. Natasha’s 

motivation behind writing is to create more diverse 

roles for black female actors, combining this with 

her love for spoken word poetry.

Miranda Cromwell (Director) is a freelance 

director and choreographer, artistic director of 

Twisted Theatre. She attended National Theatre 

Studio Directors course 2015. She is currently 

Assistant Director on an Enemy of the People 

at Chichester Festival.  She has previously been 

the Young Company director at Bristol Old 

Vic. Directing credits include: FEED (Islington 

Community Theatre, 2016) Magic Elves (Bristol Old 

Vic, 2015) Death and Treason (Twisted Theatre, 

RSW tour, 2014) Dancing at Lughnasa (Charleston 

College of Arts, USA 2014) Pigeon English 

(Edinburgh Fringe Festival, Underbelly, 2013) 

Children of Killers (Cottesloe, National Theatre, 

2011) Our Country’s Good (BOV Young Company, 

NSDF, 2010, received the judges award for artistic 

leadership). Associate Director credits include: 

Coram Boy (Colston Hall). Assistant Director credits 

include: Hang (Royal Court Theatre), Peter O’Toole 

Memorial (The Old Vic), Swallows and Amazons and 

Faraway (Bristol Old Vic).
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Writing workshop with Abigail 
Gonda, Development Producer, BBC 
Writersroom and Jane Fallowfield, 
Literary Associate, Talawa Theatre 
Company
Thursday 16 June, 6:30pm – 8pm 

What makes a piece of writing theatrical? What 

do you put in your opening scene? What exactly 

is subtext? Come and explore some of the 

fundamentals of writing for stage and screen. Be 

prepared to read, write and discuss…No experience 

necessary.
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How to Die of a Broken Heart 
by Femi Martin
Friday 17 June, 7:30pm

A broken heart changed Femi Martin’s life for 
ever. 
 
Drawing on her own experiences of failed 

relationships – and a little neuroscience – 

Femi reveals the beauty and the danger of 

loving someone.

Femi Martin (Writer/Performer) is a writer and 

performer from London. A documentary about 

her life, The Achalasia Diaries, aired on BBC Radio 

4 in June 2015 and in February 2016 she joined 

the presenting team of the BBC Radio 4 podcast, 

Seriously. Her solo theatre show How to Die of a 

Broken Heart has been developed with support from 

Battersea Arts Centre and Talawa Theatre Company.

Yael Shavit (Director) is a director and dramaturg 

based in London. Directing credits include: Until 

You Hear That Bell by Sean Mahoney, (BAC/National 

Tour 2016), I Call My Brothers by Jonas Khemiri, 

(Arcola Theatre 2015), Mouth Open Story Jump Out 

by Polarbear, (BAC/Unicorn Theatre/National Tour 

2015 - Nominated for Arts Foundation Childrens’ 

Theatre Award). Dramaturgy credits include: 

Offstage Theatre’s RE:HOME (Yard Theatre, 2016). 

Yael is a recipient of The Jerwood Directors Award 

and regularly teaches and directs at leading drama 

schools in London. 
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Destiny Does as She’s Told 
by Kenton Jordan Thomas
Wednesday 22 June, 7:30pm

It’s just some concealer and lipstick. All free from 
animal testing if that’s what you’re worried about. 

I wasn’t worried about that.
Oh good because I made that up. I don’t have a clue 
what it was tested on. But it’s good quality stuff. 
It’s covered up my… sometimes they get rough, 

you know?

Can a friendship save lives?  Two women in thrall 

to dangerous men find strength in each other.  

Kenton Jordan Thomas (Writer) is a poet, 

playwright and performer from Bradford. After 

graduating from The Royal Academy of Dramatic 

Art he has performed at The Orange Tree Theatre 

and written short plays for a festival hosted by 

RADA. He is a member of Tom Hunsinger’s writers 

group where he developed the first draft of his debut 

play, and was encouraged to submit to Talawa’s 

Script Reading Service.

Daniel Bailey (Director) has just completed a 

residency as Assistant Director at the Birmingham 

Repertory Theatre as part of the Regional Theatre 

Young Directors Scheme (RTYDS). Daniel is also 

Artistic Director at New Heritage Theatre. Theatre 

directing credits include: Abuelo (Birmingham 

Rep/Talawa/Ovalhouse), Jump! We’ll Catch You 

(Birmingham Rep), Satanic Panic (Drayton Arms 

Theatre), My Darling Wife (Talawa), Pre Judgement 

Day (Paddington Arts/White Bear/New Heritage), 

and Covered (Paddington Arts/New Heritage). 

Assistant credits include: King Lear (Manchester 

Royal Exchange, Birmingham Rep), Anita and Me 

and Back Down (Birmingham Rep), Silent Planet 

(Finborough Theatre) and Inherit the Wind (New 

Vic).
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Participation: a workshop with Gail Babb, 
Producer for Participation and Learning, 
Talawa Theatre Company
Thursday 23 June, 6:30pm – 9pm

A meet and greet style event with a twist: this is an 

opportunity for BAME facilitators already working 

in the industry to meet, share ideas and refine skills. 

Bring a game with you (5 minutes max) and be 

prepared to talk and play.
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LARP 
by Berri George
Friday 24 June, 7:30pm

T-minus 7 days till my first LARP. And… I’ve 
created my character. I’ve decided to be a high 
priestess of the mountain dwelling Courzonee 
people. That’s Courzonee not Calzone the 
folded pizza.

Lucy Salmon works for Blue Sky Printers. 

Soon to turn 30 and still living at home, she 

always seems to be on the fringes of life. But 

sometimes the quietest people have the most 

exhilarating tales to tell.

Berri George (Writer/Performer) is a writer and 

a performer. She is a graduate of both the Belgrade 

Theatre’s Critical Mass and the Royal Court Theatre 

Local playwriting schemes and 2014 alumni for 

the Orange Tree Theatre’s invitation writers group. 

She is also a part of the BBC writersroom Sketch 

Comedy group for emerging writers. Her work 

has been staged by the Royal Exchange, Octagon 

Theatre, Theatre503, High Tide, The Space, Old Red 

Lion, and West Yorkshire Playhouse. Her theatre 

company Barefaced has received rave reviews 

in the past for their female led, pop-up genre, 

devised work. Her most recent full length play, 

Someone with a naturally cheery disposition sought 

was longlisted in the 2015 Bruntwood prize and 

Mindless Meditations was longlisted for the 2013 

Verity Bargate award. She is currently working on 

a new play Writer which explores the underground 

world of graffiti train writing, for which she received 

development support through the Talawa Studio 

Firsts programme.

Adam Dattis (Director) is a native of Philadelphia, 

USA.  He has studied and worked in architecture, 

scenography, lighting design, performance, and 

theatre directing in Los Angeles, South Africa, 

Bangkok, London and Moscow. He holds a B. 

ARCH and B.F.A. from the University of Southern 

California, Los Angeles and M.A. from Middlesex 

University, London. London credits include: 

Writer (Camden People’s Theatre, Whose London 

is it anyway Festival), ICU (Kings Head Theatre), 

Mad Women (Portobello pop up), world premiere 

of devised work Mad Women in Attics (New 

Wimbledon Theatre studio), The 52 show (Leicester 

Square Theatre), Living the dream… (Rosemary 

Branch Theatre, Branching out Festival). Adam has 

also directed shows at the Old Red Lion theatre and 

the Charing Cross Theatre.  He is currently devising 

his epic play Dust under the guidance and grateful 

support of Barefaced Theatre. 
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One Woman’s Slide: A Blues 
by Dianna Hunt
Wednesday 29 June, 7:30pm

You think we give you your name to make sport 
with you? It’s not how you fall, it’s how you get 
up. Get up girl.

Proud is struggling to live up to the name her 

dad gave her.  She has slid from employment 

to unemployment. From security to insecurity. 

And she can’t stop sliding.

Dianna Hunt (Writer) is a playwright and 

screenwriter. In 2015 her play, Mona’s Room was 

selected for inclusion in the Arcola’s PlayWROUGHT 

#3 festival, longlisted for the Bruntwood prize 

and the Alfred Fagon Award. She is an alumni 

of the Royal Court’s Introduction to Playwriting 

programme taught by playwright Alistair McDowall.

Dianna has an MA in Creative Writing (Playwriting 

and Screenwriting) from City University London.

Jane Fallowfield (Director) is the Literary Associate 

at Talawa Theatre Company. She has directed new 

plays including Germ Free Adolescent by Natalie 

Mitchell (young audiences in Medway), Bird by 

Laura Lomas (Derby Theatre, Hackney Showroom 

and on tour), Fingertips by Suhayla El Bushra (Clean 

Break), Cosmic and Spacewang by Tom Wells (Hull 

Truck), The Only Way is Chelsea’s by Frazer Flintham 

(York Theatre Royal and Soho Theatre) and Lagan 

by Stacey Gregg (Ovalhouse). Upcoming projects 

include ‘Drip’ by Tom Wells.  Previously, Jane was 

Director on Attachment at Clean Break and Senior 

Reader at Paines Plough. Script reading experience 

includes the George Devine Award, Bruntwood 

Prize, BBC, Royal Court and National Theatre.
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Grants for the Arts workshop with 
Cassandra Mathers, Relationship 
Manager, Arts Council England 
Thursday 30 June, 6:30pm – 8pm

Are you trying to get a project off the ground? This 

session will give you an introduction to Grants for 

the Arts, and an opportunity to gain vital knowledge 

as to how to progress your project. There will be an 

opportunity for a group Q&A, enabling you to share 

experiences and address general questions you have 

about the application process and beyond. 
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Myah Jeffers is a writer, theatre maker and 

facilitator based in Birmingham. Since graduating 

with a BA in English from Birmingham City 

University, she has pursued a career in theatre 

making. Doing so has enabled her to create and 

present work with Birmingham REP, Talawa 

Theatre Company, Theatre Royal Stratford East, 

mac Birmingham, The Roundhouse, Battersea Arts 

Centre and the BBC. 

As an advocate for art for social change, her work to 

date explores themes of feminism, representation, 

mental health and sexuality. 

She is currently developing her first solo 

performance, womb, which fuses poetry and theatre 

to follow the ramblings, thoughts and decisions of 

a pubescent girl who is coming to terms with her 

sexual desires.

Yami “Rowdy” Löfvenberg has 20 years’ 

experience in Hip Hop/Funkstyles as a teacher and 

artist. A highly qualified teacher, both in the UK and 

internationally she aims to express, educate and 

inspire in the history and foundations of the style. 

Her dance theatre work uses comedy and spoken 

word around social and political topics. She has 

performed and choreographed for numerous shows 

including the 2012 Olympics Opening Ceremony, 

Breakin’ Convention, BSupreme and the Black 

Cultural Archives. One of few female Hip Hop dance 

theatre creators, she has successfully received a 

Grants for the arts and created a 60 minute Hip 

Mixed Bill
Friday 1 July, 7:30pm

Come and get a taste of the newest work being 

developed at Talawa. Three of our Studio Firsts 

artists present short pieces or extracts: Yami 

Lofvenberg uses dance, words, and a twister 

board to tell a story of identity; Sean Graham 

turns a British citizenship test into a race for 

life with his company of dancers; Myah Jeffers 

tells a story about the blurred line between 

girlhood and womanhood.  
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hop Theatre piece, S.T.U.P.I.D which aims to raise 

awareness about hidden learning disorders. She is 

a recipient of the Marion North Mentorship (2014) 

and One Dance UK Mentoring program (2016)

Yami is currently a visiting lecturer at Irie Dance 

theatre foundation degree and East London 

University.

Sean Graham, dancer, choreographer and theatre 

creator has been the recipient of the Trailblazers 

Award by the Association of Dance of the African 

Diaspora ADAD, Marion North Choreographer 

Mentorship Award - Trinity-Laban Conservatoire 

and has been a temporary resident artist in 

partnership with State Of Emergency Ltd and The 

Bernie Grant Arts Centre.

Graham has performed with a wide range of 

companies that have enabled him to develop 

a diverse artillery of physical and theatrical 

techniques. He has worked with leading dance and 

theatre practitioners which include Luca Silvestrini, 

Alesandra Seutin, Tony Adigun, Robert Hylton, 

Cindy Claes, Bricolage Dance Company and Adesola 

Akinleye.

Graham’s theatrical work has been staged at The 

Southbank Centre, Peacock Theatre, Rich Mix, 

Stratford Circus, The Place Theatre, The Royal 

Opera House and Sadler’s Wells. 

For the last two years Graham has toured with 

the Scottish based company Barrowland Ballet 

performing in their highly reviewed work Whiteout.
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ARTIST DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMES
Script Reading Service

We welcome submissions from Black writers in the 

UK (people of African and Caribbean origin).

We have up to 3 script submissions windows per 

year. Please sign up to our newsletter or follow us 

on Facebook or Twitter for updates about the next 

submission window. 

 

The Process
We’ll confirm that we have received your script and 

it will be read by one of our team of script readers, 

who will report back to our Literary Associate in our 

Readers’ Meeting.

You will either receive a detailed script report or, if 

your script is selected for further development, you 

will be invited to come in and meet with us.

Studio Firsts

Whether you are a director, deviser, sound engineer 

or multi-disciplinary artist, if you have a new idea 

to test or explore, Talawa wants to hear from you.  

Studio Firsts creates a space in which emerging 

artists (18+) can experiment and take risks: we are 

not looking for applications from playwrights or 

directors reviving a classic text. This is not about 

offering a free rehearsal space, but about Talawa 

investing in you as a theatre-maker and supporting 

you in developing something new.

Talawa Writers’ Programme

Talawa Writers’ Programme is a new initiative, 

supported by the Paul Hamlyn Foundation. Each 

year we bring on board partner companies, 

commission three writers, and put together 

a programme of activities to support their 

development.

Our aim is to establish these writers within the 

industry; challenge their imaginations; strengthen 

their networks; bring them into collaboration with 

their peers; make Talawa a home for new talent; and 

encourage diversity across the industry.

•  For the first year of the programme we partnered 

with the Bush, Soho and the BBC writersroom 

to commission Inua Ellams, Somalia Seaton and 

Theresa Ikoko.

•  For the second year we are partnered with the 

Royal Court, Royal Exchange Theatre and BBC 

writersroom to commission Charlene James, David 

Judge, Firdos Ali and Chino Odimba 

(Channel 4 Playwright’s scheme).
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TYPT:16

Coming up, autumn 2016 

TYPT is Talawa Theatre Company’s flagship 

programme for emerging theatre makers, aged 18-

25. It is a unique collaboration between experienced

practitioners and artists at the beginning of their 

careers.

TYPT begins with a search for the brightest 

emerging Black, Asian and minority ethnic talent 

across all areas of theatre – performers, designers, 

stage managers, writers etc. Our emerging artists 

are paired with a multidisciplinary team and over 4 

weeks, the company develops their practice, tests 

ideas and produces a brand new piece of theatre.

Described as a ‘theatre laboratory’, TYPT places an 

emphasis on experimentation and collaboration. 

Using a theme and another art form as a catalyst 

for devising, the script emerges out of the rehearsal 

process. Past productions have devised around 

gender and sexuality with stand-up comedy, 

Britishness with a DJ and betrayal with acrobatics.

photography: Lidia Crisafulli



ONLINE

Tell us what you thought on twitter 

#TalawaFirsts @TalawaTheatreCo

Follow us on Facebook to find out more about our projects 

www.facebook.com/TalawaTheatreCompany

www.talawa.com
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