•
II

INTRODUCTION
Talawa Firsts kick starts the careers of
exciting writers, directors and theatre
makers. The festival brings together a
community of artists and gives them a space
to meet, spark off ideas, build networks and
become the next generation to shape British
Theatre.
Each of these artists has gone on a journey
with Talawa. They sent in a script, invited us
to see their show, or applied for our Studio
Firsts programme. We have helped them
to draw out the stories they want to tell.
Challenged them. Encouraged them. Provided
them with space, resources, the opportunity
to get it wrong, and plenty of tea and
biscuits…
We want to continue to find talented new
artists, develop them, showcase them, and
help them get their work on stage. Please
invite us to your shows, send us your scripts,
and sign up for our newsletter to hear about
the latest opportunities.
This is a taste of the artists we are most
excited about here at Talawa. We hope you
enjoy their work as much as we do.
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TICKET PRICING
All events are £5.
How to book
Advance booking for all events is available via
Ticketsource.
Tickets are also available to purchase on the
door on the evening of the event.
For sold out events we will operate a returns
queue, opening up to 30 minutes before the
start of the performance.
Parking
Unfortunately we do not have designated
parking for visitors, but there are many nearby
parking facilities:
City Road car park:
http://bit.ly/1ZWfuTB
Chart Street metered parking:
http://bit.ly/2qDgj8x
Great Eastern Street NCP car park:
http://bit.ly/1K8CF43
Getting Here
Our offices and Studio are located at
University House, Ground Floor,
53-55 East Road, London N1 6AH.
Google map
From Old Street station, take exit 1 and follow
the road up: it’s about a three minute walk from
the station.
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Eno Mfon (Writer/Performer) is a writer,
performer and a recent Bristol graduate. Following
the success of Mfon’s one-woman show Check the
Label, performed at the Bristol Old Vic and as part
of Channel 4’s Random Acts, her play Shipped hit
the stage in Bristol for ten nights. Mfon recently hit
national headlines when she challenged Bristol
University over the lack of black writers in their
curriculum and went onto film a documentary with
BBC Inside Out West about inclusivity and diversity
of humanities curricula nationwide.

Check the Label
by Eno Mfon
Wednesday 14 June, 7:30pm
Caution: this is for external use only
But we cannot promise there will be no
Eternal internal damage,
Such as self-hate, self-doubt, self-loathing.
A girl writes a love poem to her big sister,
trying to hold on to her before she gets lost
among the labels on the lotions she puts on
her skin and her hair.
We will start with a short taster from one of
our Studio Firsts artists: Shannelle ‘Tali’
Fergus will take us on a trip to Brixton with
her mum… Shannelle spent a week in our
Studio creating a new piece of theatre using
dance, music and the sound of her mum’s
voice.
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Madeleine Kludje (Director) trained at the Brit
School of the Performing Arts and has a
background in performing, devising, facilitating
and directing. She is currently directing a devised
piece for the new entrance opening of the V&A with
young people from Emergency Exit Arts and has
recently finished directing Fable, a new piece
written by Luke Barnes in response to A Man of
Good Hope that saw her directing young people in
London, New York and Cape Town. Madeleine has
also assisted on numerous projects at the Young Vic
including, the Boris Karloff trainee assistant
programme for the devised piece The Web directed
by Ria Parry and a full scale parallel production of
The Scottsboro Boys with the Young Vic’s under 18
participants directed by Natasha Nixon as well as as
assisting Dawn Reid on Little Red Riding Hood at
Theatre Royal Stratford East. In addition Madeleine
is also a drama facilitator working predominantly
with Talawa Theatre Company, Young Vic, Old Vic
and EEA as well as other various companies.
Madeleine last worked with us on Talawa First
2014, where she directed a rehearsed reading of
Theresa Ikoko's play Normal.

Writing workshop with Jules
Haworth, Education Producer,
Soho Theatre and Jane Fallowfield,
Literary Associate, Talawa Theatre
Company
Thursday 15 June, 7pm – 8:30pm
What makes a piece of writing theatrical? What
do you put in your opening scene? What exactly
is subtext? Come and explore some of the
fundamentals of writing for stage and screen. Be
prepared to read, write and discuss…No experience
necessary.
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Sylvia Arthur (Writer/Performer) is a writer

Obama & Me
by Sylvia Arthur
Friday 16 June, 7:30pm
While Barack Obama was fulfilling his
American Dream as the first Black president of
the United States, Sylvia Arthur, a Black Brit,
was in pursuit of her own European dream in
Brussels. Tasked with promoting Freedom of
Movement, she zigzags the continent
proselytising the benefits of a borderless
Union.
But as nativism, authoritarianism, misogyny, and
racism sweep through Europe, and the world,
Sylvia’s dreams begin to crumble.
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whose plays, monologues, essays, and narrative
nonfiction explore themes of identity, diaspora,
politics, and place. After graduating with a
Postgraduate Diploma in Journalism from the
University of Westminster, Sylvia worked as a
runner for Sky News before becoming a reporter at
News Africa magazine. She freelanced for The
Guardian, the BBC, and The British Journalism
Review and worked as a senior researcher/assistant
producer for the BBC, ITV, and Sky. In 2010, she
relocated from London to Brussels for a job with a
communications agency, working as a consultant to
the European Commission on communicating the
benefits of free movement to Europeans. In this
role, she travelled the continent extensively,
meeting Europeans from all walks of life with
compelling stories to tell and she began writing her
first narrative nonfiction book, Fragile Continent:
Two Lost Years in Europe. She holds a BA in
Philosophy from University College, London, and
an MA in Creative Non-Fiction Writing from City
University, London.

Last year his work left London for the first time as
part of HighTide’s festival in 2016 and this year
he is making great strides again with his
collaboration with Talawa Firsts. His play Be
Born is very much about metaphysical and literal
birth. As we try to mature, our personalities form
new facets; we are continually reborn.
Anastasia Osei-Kuffour (Director) trained as a
director through the Young Vic Directors
Programme. Direction includes: Footprints On
The Moon (Finborough Theatre) An Adventure
(Bush Theatre), Cell (The Young Vic), Here Comes
The Bride (Black Lives Black Words, Bush

Be Born
by Christian Graham
Wednesday 21 June, 7:30pm
Looking back at my life is like…
Riding down Selhurst at the speed of light.
Blinking the wind out of your eyes
Sometimes, when your life’s a mess, you need your
oldest friends around you.
Christian Graham (Writer) is a Soho theatre
Writers’ Labs alumni and current member of The
Orange Tree Writers’ Collective. He started out
writing short pieces for a theatre company based on
Brick lane and later went on to study an MA in
Dramatic writing at Central Saint Martins. His plays
often explore themes of identity and sexuality, and
how we as human beings change while constantly
trying to rediscover both.
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Theatre), All The Ways to Say Goodbye (The
Young Vic), Hosea's Girl (Talawa Firsts),
Dishonour, You Know That I’ll Be Back, and
Universally Speaking (Theatre 503) and Pushers
(Etcetera Theatre).
Assistant Direction includes: Macbeth and Romeo
and Juliet (National Theatre, Stratford Circus and
Schools Tour), Cuttin’ It – as part of The Young
Vic’s Jerwood Assistant Director Programme,
supported by the Jerwood Charitable Foundation
(The Young Vic, Royal Court Theatre,
Birmingham REP, Sheffield Theatres and The
Yard Theatre), Three Generations of Women
(Greenwich Theatre and Tour), Plaques and
Tangles (Royal Court Theatre), Idomeneus (Gate
Theatre), Henry the Fifth (Unicorn Theatre), and
– as Boris Karloff Trainee Assistant Director – A
Doll’s House (The Young Vic).

Movement workshop with Coral
Messam, Movement Director
Thursday 22 June, 7pm – 8:30pm

Movement director and performer Coral Messam
will use Laban to explore how we can use our bodies
to tell stories. No experience necessary – you might
be an actor wanting to understand your physicality
better; a dancer wanting to make work that uses text
and theatricality; a writer wanting to get out from
behind your laptop; or you might simply be curious
about movement. Come along, in loose comfortable
clothing.
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Mixed Bill
Friday 23 June, 7:30pm
Come and get a taste of the newest work
being developed at Talawa. Two of our
Studio Firsts artists present short pieces:
Ann Akin and Zeddie Lawal.
Ann brings centre stage something we usually
experience in private: depression. Using a live
DJ set, dance and sign language she takes us on
her journey of self love.
Zeddie uses words and her bass guitar to tell a
story of evangelism, sexuality and escape.
Ann Akin is a professional actress, producer and
workshop facilitator. Some of Ann’s television
appearances include: JK Rowling's The Strike
Series (BBC and HBO) The Commuter (Channel 4
and Sony TV) Law and Order UK (ITV), Humans
(C4), The Javone Prince Show (BBC2) and The
Unforgotten (ITV).
www.talawa.com

From November 2010 till July 2013 she was Artistic
Director and co founder of Vintage Star
Productions, an award winning theatre company.
She wrote, choreographed, directed and co
produced their first production, Conversations
with Love, which won Best Theatre Production and
Best Writer at the 2011 BEFFTA awards.
The success of Vintage Star propelled Ann's
creative vision further into looking at theatre
within an educational setting which led to her
setting up her current company, Harts Theatre
Company in August 2013.
Ann has a deep passion for poetry, sign language
and movement, which is a signature to the way she
creates work. Trying To Find Me is her third play.
Zeddie Lawal is a Drama and Theatre Arts
Graduate from the University of Birmingham.
Since arriving in Birmingham in 2013, she has
generated her unique style which integrates using
music and spoken word within her performance.
This is demonstrated within her band Transits.
Her ethos is creationism through escapism which
essentially uses art as a mean of both a therapeutic
and cathartic release. Having worked on this with
Beatfreeks she has been able to both execute this
Ethos through facilitation and in her theatrical
practice. For two years she performed with Fourth
Cycle Theatre Company who have performed at
The Rep Birmingham and will be performing at the
EDACS festival in The RSC Other Place Theatre.
She has been a part of The Rep Actors Foundry,
and working closely with Alexander Zeldin and
now Talawa who have shaped her artistic journey.

Femi Martin (Writer) is a writer and performer
from London, based in Surrey. Femi began her
career performing flash fiction on London's spoken
word scene before becoming the Dickens 2012
Young Writer in Residence in February 2012. The
Achalasia Diaries, a documentary about the
development of Femi’s chronic illness and her
decision to pursue her writing career, aired on BBC
Radio 4 in June 2015 and was a selected BBC Radio 4
Highlight of the Week. She went on to host the BBC
Radio 4 podcast, Seriously, in 2016. Femi’s solo
theatre show, How to Die of a Broken Heart
premiered at Battersea Arts Centre in 2016 and was
developed with support from Battersea Arts Centre
and Talawa. Her first full length play, I Am Not
There, has been developed with support from
Talawa, Soho Theatre, and The Carne Trust.
Jane Fallowfield (Director) is the Literary

I Am Not There by Femi Martin
Wednesday 28 June, 7:30pm
I thought you were a burglar.
I’ve got a key.
Most burglaries are committed by people
you know.
That’s murders.
What does it feel like to get preferential
treatment in the queue at Zara? What does it feel
like to finally move in with your boyfriend? What
does it feel like for your dad to talk to you like a
car that can be fixed? What does it feel like to die?
www.talawa.com

Associate at Talawa Theatre Company. She has
directed new plays including Germ Free Adolescent
by Natalie Mitchell (young audiences in Medway),
Bird by Laura Lomas (Derby Theatre, Hackney
Showroom and on tour), Fingertips by Suhayla El
Bushra (Clean Break), Cosmic and Spacewang by
Tom Wells (Hull Truck), The Only Way is Chelsea's
by Frazer Flintham (York Theatre Royal and Soho
Theatre) and Lagan by Stacey Gregg (Ovalhouse).
Upcoming projects include Drip by Tom Wells (Hull
City of Culture). Previously, Jane was Director on
Attachment at Clean Break and Senior Reader at
Paines Plough. Jane is on the script panel for the BBC
Writersroom and George Devine Award.

Grants for the Arts workshop with
Rachael Mullally, Relationship
Manager, Arts Council England
Thursday 29 June, 7pm – 8:30pm
Are you trying to get a project off the ground? This
session will give you an introduction to Grants for the
Arts, and an opportunity to gain vital knowledge as to
how to progress your project. There will be an
opportunity for a group Q&A, enabling you to share
experiences and address general questions you have
about the application process and beyond.
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Mixed Bill
Friday 30 June, 7:30pm
Come and get a taste of the newest work being
developed at Talawa. Two of our Studio Firsts
artists and two artists supported by Talawa
present short pieces: babirye bukilwa,
Gabrielle Nimo, Azara Meghie and Si
Rawlinson.
With few words and great stillness, babirye shows
us a character in crisis; Si uses hip hop theatre to
ask who has the right to tell stories about Black
lives; Gabrielle brings her 11 year old sister centre
stage to explore loss through the eyes of a child;
Azara re-stages a moment from her own life –
coming across a group of drummers on a street in
Dalston and starting to dance – to explore how
people see gender.
www.talawa.com

babirye bukilwa, formerly known as Vanessa
Babirye is a multifaceted artist. She is one half of
the hilarious hit 'ackee and saltfish' which was
made for YouTube and then bought by the BBC.
Acting professionally since the age of sixteen,
babirye has extensive experience in stage, screen
and radio already with her credits including the
BBC, Channel 4, the Royal Court Theatre,
Hampstead Theatre, and even the National
Theatre. Also a singer, a poet and co-founding and
co-hosting her podcast 'sistren' this is babirye's
directorial debut. With debbie tucker green and
Rachel Delahay as her inspirations babirye's a
force taking the word artist and making it her
own.
Gabrielle Nimo is currently the Director of HAC
Youth Theatre and runs dance and drama workshops/classes in a number of schools and
community groups.
Mariah-Rosaire Nimo is an 11 year old actress
who does ballet, music and various sports in
school. She is an aspiring astronaut and dancer.
Mariah attends weekly drama classes at HAC
(Harrow Arts Centre), where she continues to
develop her artistic and creative ability.
Kamiji Ebun-Cole is a drama facilitator, actor,
dancer and director. She trained with National
Youth Theatre and then went on to De Montfort
University where she graduated with a Drama and
Dance Joint Honours Degree.

limitations, beliefs and society’s stereotypes that
she does not adhere to. Her first live solo
performance I Am A Woman was created in
Jamaica, and she went on to collaborate with Kai
Fi’ain, a superb filmmaker, to develop a video
adaptation of the piece which screened at the BFI
Flare Film Festival 2017. As well as the BFI, it has
also screened at seven film festivals across
London, Berlin and New York.
Azara will premiere her new piece Ladylike as part
of Wild Card at Sadler’s Wells in June 2017.
David Gilbert is a freelance director and theatre
maker from Zimbabwe, who lives and works in
London.
Amari Harris is a freelance Theatre Practitioner. He
graduated from Rose Bruford School of Theatre and
Performance with a BA Hons degree in European
Theatre.
Cherry Mafutala is 17 years old and currently
completing her A-Levels for Art, Law and Economics
at Christ the King: St Mary's. She aspires to study
Architecture in university. Cherry has always had an
interest in acting and this is her first experience in a
professional production.
Azara Meghie is a black LGBTQI performer and
over the last two years has been developing her solo
practice where she fuses poetry with breakdancing.
These two art forms have enabled her to truly express
her identity and become the person she is today. Her
work as a black LGBTQI performer aims to identify
the struggles she faces in trying to maintain her
individuality, but also highlighting the cultural
www.talawa.com

Si Rawlinson spent his childhood divided
between England and Hong Kong. After becoming
a member of the National Youth Theatre in 2002,
he pursued performance at college, and studied
English and Theatre at the University of Leeds
where he started breaking. He has been dancing for
ten years, touring across the UK and
internationally, performing at venues including the
National Theatre, Sadler's Wells, the Roundhouse,
and Royal Festival Hall. He founded the hiphop
theatre company Wayward Thread at the start of
2016.
Vladimir Gruev studied Film Production at the
University for the Creative Arts, Farnham.
Originally coming from the competition scene, his
work focuses on hiphop theatre, screendance films,
and dance photography.
Ryan Naiken has been dancing for eight years,
though he specializes in breaking, his passion for
diverse music has defined his mixed style of dance.
He represents Soul Tribe crew, and competes in the
UK and internationally.

SUPPORT US
For 30 years, Talawa has produced shows with
leading roles for Black actors, addressing the lack
of opportunities for Black actors on British stages.
Today, a lack of networks, confidence and personal
and economic circumstances are just a few examples
of the barriers that still exist for Black artists entering
the theatre industry.
Our vision is for a theatre industry which is diverse
and representative of the UK’s Black population.
Talawa is a registered charity. We re-invest box
office income, fundraising or earnings from hiring
our space into our work.
Your donation will help us to:
• Create productions that tour the UK every year
• Read 150 brand new plays every year through the
script reading service
• Work in the community, introducing theatre skills
to individuals and groups of all ages and backgrounds
• Support emerging artists through Talawa Writers’
Programme, TYPT, Talawa Firsts and Studio Firsts.
How you can help
If you would like to donate in person please look
for the box in our studio. Alternatively you can
donate online at www.talawa.com/support-us.
Thank you.
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MAKE: a brand new community of Black artists
We provide support to artists at every stage
of their careers: ENGAGE, GROW,
COLLABORATE and SUSTAIN. Create your
own journey through MAKE in no particular
order.
ENGAGE Reaching new people
Every year we will be delivering a range of workshops
for people who are completely new to theatre. This
year we are working with Voyage, Royal Exchange
Theatre and STUN to provide 180 new opportunities
in London and Manchester.
GROW Developing skills and making new work
We have a wide range of artist development projects:
TYPT
Every summer a team of emerging artists aged 18-25
works with established artists to create a brand new
show. Whether you are a performer, stage manager,
designer or technician you will gain insight into every
element of theatre making from initial production
meetings to script development sessions; from
meetings with graphic designers to the get-out.
Studio Firsts
If you have a new idea to test or explore, we want to
hear from you.
Studio Firsts creates a space in which artists can
experiment and take risks. This is about investing in
you as a theatre-maker and supporting you in
developing something new.

Script Reading Service
Send us your script and receive feedback from our expert
team of readers. We welcome submissions from Black
writers in the UK and have 2 script submissions windows
per year. The next window runs from 1-30 June 2017.
Talawa Writers’ Programme
Our flagship programme for commissioning and
developing new writers.
Creating Routes
Creating Routes is a practical training programme for
18-25 year old theatre-makers who want to use their
creative skills in the community.
COLLABORATE Bringing artists together to play
We create the space for artists to take risks with each
other, meet, play and build a lasting network. Each year we
will curate opportunities for artists to spark new ideas and
projects. In 2017 we are bringing together:
• artists in the Northwest
• movers and musicians
• disabled and non-disabled Black artists
SUSTAIN Embedding artists in the creative industry
We provide advice and support to ensure Black artists
thrive in the industry, including industry introductions,
mentoring, Q&As and surgery sessions.
Tailored Support and Mentoring
Each year we will select 3 artists or companies and help
them take their careers to the next stage. Our 2017 MAKE
artists are: Heather Agyepong, Initiative.DKF and Sean
Graham.

Visit www.talawa.com/get-involved/ for more information.
www.talawa.com

MAKE is funded by Esmée Fairbairn Foundation.

TYPT:17
7 August – 2 September 2017
TYPT is a unique collaboration between
experienced practitioners and artists at the
beginning of their careers.
It begins with a search for the brightest emerging
Black, Asian and minority ethnic talent (aged
18-25) across all areas of theatre – performers,
designers, stage managers, writers etc.
The emerging theatre makers then join a team of
established artists and work together to develop
their practice, test ideas and produce a brand
new piece of theatre in just 4 weeks.

TYPT is all about experimentation and
collaboration.
Using a theme and another art form as a catalyst
for devising, the script emerges out of rehearsals.
Past productions have devised around gender and
sexuality with stand-up comedy, Britishness with a
DJ and betrayal with acrobatics.

TYPT: 17’s brand new show will be at
Hackney Showroom from
Thu 31 August – Sat 2 September.
Don’t miss out.

Applications to TYPT:17 are now open. Deadline: 6pm, 17 June. Auditions: 1 July

Photography: Kevin Murphy
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ONLINE

Tell us what you thought on twitter
#TalawaFirsts @TalawaTheatreCo

Follow us on Facebook to find out more about our project
www.facebook.com/TalawaTheatreCompany
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