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Introduction 
 

Talawa Firsts 2018 is presented in association with Rich Mix and 

Shoreditch Town Hall.  

 

Talawa Firsts kick starts the careers of exciting writers, directors and 

theatre makers: 

 

• Take Part Mondays: participation, provocations and chances to 

learn at Shoreditch Town Hall 

• Thursdays: showcasing playwrights at Rich Mix 

• Fridays: showcasing theatre makers at Rich Mix 

 

As part of Talawa’s artistic community, MAKE, these artists have 

gone on a journey with us. Find out more and get involved at 

www.talawa.com/get-involved.  

  

http://www.talawa.com/get-involved
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BOOKING 
Tickets for all events are £5. This year’s events take place at two 
locations:    

• Take Part Mondays will be at Shoreditch Town Hall and can be 

booked at www.ticketsource.co.uk/talawa  

• Thursdays and Fridays take place at Rich Mix and can be booked at 

https://www.richmix.org.uk/festivals/talawa-firsts-2018  

  

Getting there & Accessibility 
Getting to Shoreditch Town Hall: Shoreditch Town Hall, 380 Old 

Street, London, EC1V 9LT.   The nearest tube station is Old Street and 

the nearest Overground station is Shoreditch High Street.    

Getting to Rich Mix: Rich Mix, 35 - 47 Bethnal Green Road London E1 

6LA. Shoreditch High Street is the nearest tube station - turn left as 

you exit, then right.   Other tube stations close by include Liverpool 

Street (Central, Hammersmith & City, District and Metropolitan lines), 

Old Street (Northern line), Bethnal Green (Central line) and Aldgate 

East (Hammersmith & City, District lines).    

Both venues are fully accessible 

  

http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/talawa
https://www.richmix.org.uk/festivals/talawa-firsts-2018
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BRING ME IN  

with  
The S + K Project  

 
Monday 11th June 
 7pm to 9.30pm  

Council Chamber, Shoreditch Town Hall 
 
 

We host our attachment artists Steven Kavuma 
and Malakai Sargeant of The S+K Project: 
‘ambitious young people with one dream: to 
make the arts for everyone’ 
 
A networking event featuring activities, 
performances and insightful panel discussions, 
BRING ME IN aims to bring together individuals 
in a physical space to enhance connections 
particularly within BAME communities. 
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AND I DREAMT I WAS DROWNING 
by Amanda Wilkin 
dir. Monique Touko 
 
Thursday 14th June 
7:30pm to 9pm  
Venue 2, Rich Mix 
 
 
Kiya and Daniel dream of Europe. She will do 
anything to cross the water. He will do anything to 
stay with her. 
 
“What’s the first thing you want to do when we 
reach? 
What? 
You heard me. What will we do? I want to find 
some ice cream. Is that stupid? 
Yep” 
 
 

 
 
Amanda Wilkin (playwright) 
Amanda Wilkin is a playwright, actress and singer. 
Last year she was on the Royal Court and BBC 
London writer’s groups. Previously, she spent two 
years travelling to every country in the world 
performing in Hamlet with Shakespeare’s Globe, 
and is interested in stories about the freedom of 
movement. And I Dreamt I Was Drowning is her first 
play. 
 

Monique Touko (director) 
Monique Touko is an emerging theatre director. 
Her training includes being a Truth about Youth 
Associate at Oval House Theatre and Observer 
Monday's at the Royal Exchange, which involved 
shadowing Ellen McDougall on The Rolling Stone. 
She has also undergone a three-month placement 
through the Regional Theatre Young Directors 
Scheme. 
  
Directing credits include: Like Yesterday by Jon 
Brittain in The Clare as part of Fresh Direction, Young 
Vic Directing Program, A Number by Caryl Churchill 
at Manchester Student Union, Animal Farm at 
Ziferblat Cafe Manchester, Gourds by Chino 
Odimba at Royal Exchange Manchester, The Sting 
by Suzette Coon at Arcola Theatre, See you at the 
End by Alexis Boddy at Theatre 503, Reading 
of The Places Where We Lived by Healah Riazi at 
HighTide Festival, Green Matter by Serafina 
Cusack and Soon in the 4ciable future by Elizabeth 
Kwenortey at Canal Cafe Theatre and Whole 
Foods by Charles Leipart at Old Red Lion Theatre. 
  
Assistant directing credits include Wishlist 
by Matthew Xia at the Royal Exchange and the 
Royal Court, Birth Festival (Emma Callander from 
Theatre Uncut), touring production Kanye the First 
by Andrew Tywman for the 11th Hightide Festival 
and Yellowman by Nancy Medina at the Young 
Vic. 
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MIXED BILL 

Friday 15th June 
7.30pm to 9pm  
Venue 2, Rich Mix 
 
 
Elephant in the Room by Lanre Malaolu, co-
director Zoe Lafferty 
Where do you turn if you are male, Black, working 
class and struggling to get out of bed in the 
morning? Lanre searches for answers to a mental 
health crisis fusing physical theatre, hip hop dance 
and spoken word.   
 
Static by Tiiu Mortley 
Tiiu became disabled at 18 years old. 18 years later 
she looks at her medical notes, her teenage 
diaries and her physical form, sharing with us her 
‘new self’. 
 
Kind of Woman by Nancy Ofori 
Romantic relationships are meant to be a bit 
difficult, right? A young Ghanaian woman 
searches for answers in the rituals passed down 
through generations.   

 
Lanre Malaolu (maker) 
Lanre Malaolu is a choreographer and performer. 
He uses blends of physical theatre, hip-hop dance 
and text to create work which aims to enhance and 
challenge our social and political worldviews.  
His choreography has been performed at Sadler's 
Wells Theatre, The Wilderness Festival, as well as 
internationally in Barcelona & the USA. In 2016, 
Lanre was chosen to be a choreographer on the 
inaugural OLD VIC 12 and was the choreographer 
and movement artist on The British Council film 
‘DEAR MR. SHAKESPEARE’, which was selected for 
the SUNDANCE FILM FESTIVAL in 2017. 
Lanre is also a trained actor (Drama Centre London) 
and has worked extensively in theatre and 
television. 
 
Nancy Ofori (maker) 
Nancy is an autobiographical solo performer who 
has previously worked in the medium of mime, 
dance and Chekhov Technique for her final year 
solo project, If Not Now, When? at Goldsmiths 
University. Nancy is interested in exploring 
traditions within Ghanaian culture that are 
disappearing. She is a member of the Feminist 
Ensemble, The Völvas and performed with them 
recently as part of the 
Vaults Festival in London. Nancy’s most recent 
acting credits include The Vagina Dialogues 
(Waterloo East Theatre & Edinburgh Fringe Festival) 
and The Skriker (Styx, Tottenham Hale)  
 
Tiiu Mortley (maker) 
Tiiu is a Dartington College of Arts Graduate, 
specialising in Contemporary Theatre. She began 
her journey through her passion for singing and this 
then lead her to training and a career into theatre.  
For many years Tiiu has worked as a freelance artist, 
performing with companies such as Graeae, 
Airhedz, Wired Aerial, Bittersuite and Mars & 
Tarrab. She is now branching out to explore her 
own creative endeavours. 
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INTRODUCTION TO PLAYWRITING 

with 
Chloe Todd Fordham (Literary Manager, Graeae),  
Matilda Ibini (playwright and screenwriter currently 
developing a comedy-drama series with Wall-to-Wall, 
plays produced at Hampstead Theatre, Royal Exchange 
Manchester, Soho Theatre and Resident Artist at Graeae)  
And Jane Fallowfield (Literary Associate, Talawa). 
 

Monday 18th June 
7pm to 8.30pm 
Council Chamber, Shoreditch Town Hall 
 
 
Do you write a diary? Poems? Stories? What about a scene? If you 
have ever dreamt of being a playwright, come along and we’ll give 
you some tools to get started. 
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A PLACE FOR WE 
by Archie Maddocks 
dir. Emily Aboud 
 
Thursday 21st June 
7.30pm to 9pm  
Venue 2, Rich Mix 
 
“There's five generations of tradition in these 
walls.” 
 
Clarence doesn’t want things to change. But 
Brixton is changing around him. His traditional 
West Indian funeral parlour must adapt to survive 
or stay true to tradition and risk everything.   

 
Archie Maddocks (playwright) 
Archie is an emerging playwright, with his work 
already having been produced at the Bush 
Theatre, Lyric Hammersmith, Orange Tree Theatre, 
Royal Court, and in New York at the New Light 
Theatre. His most recent play, A PLACE FOR WE 
was shortlisted for the Bruntwood Prize from a 
submission pile of 1900 and was also shortlisted 
for the Alfred Fagon Award in 2017. 
As well as a writer, Archie is also a stand-up 
comedian. His shows have toured South Africa, 
received several 4 star reviews at Edinburgh 
Fringe and have transferred to Soho Theatre. He 
was also the Winner of the Bath Festival New 
Comedian 2014, a NATYs 2014 finalist, a runner up 
in Amused Moose Laugh Off 2014 and has also 
been long listed for the Amused Moose Comedy 
Award. 
 
Emily Aboud (director) 
Emily was born and raised in Trinidad and Tobago. 
In addition to a degree in Mechanical Engineering, 
she has completed her MA in Theatre Directing at 
Mountview Academy of Theatre Arts. She was 
most recently the curator of the Rapid Write 
Response for Br'er Cotton at Theatre503. Directing 
credits include Ma, Am I Good? at the Leicester 
Square Theatre, The White Feminist's Guide to Sex 
and Hip-Hop at TheatreN16 in Balham and a five-
star, sold-out run of the musical Spring Awakening 
at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival 2016. Assistant 
directing credits include Deposit at the 
Hampstead Theatre (directed by Lisa Spirling), The 
Good Person of Szechuan at the Bridewell Theatre 
(directed by Katie Henry) and the London and UK 
national tour of Child of the Divide (directed by 
Jim Pope). 
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A TAKE OVER 
by 

Talawa/Graeae artists 
 

Friday 22nd June 
7.30 pm to 9pm 
Venue 2, Rich M 

 
A new company of theatre-makers, brought together by Talawa and 
Graeae over 6 weeks of workshops with some of our leading artists, 
present excerpts of the work they have made. Graeae is a force for 
change in world-class theatre, boldly placing D/deaf and disabled 
actors centre stage and challenging preconceptions. 
 
Followed by post-show conversation led by directors Amit Sharma 
(Graeae) and Dan Bailey (Birmingham Rep).  
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BUILDING A SUPPORT NETWORK 
with 

Blacktress UK 
 
 
Monday 25th June 
7pm to 8.30pm  
Council Chamber, Shoreditch Town Hall 
 

We host industry influencers Blacktress UK – A collective of Black 
women actors of the African diaspora from the UK, creating a safe 
space and being the voice for empowering, encouraging and 
enlightening the Black woman actor. 

Blacktress will be facilitating A ‘spark’ workshop in Energizing Esteem 
led by Zena Edwards and Shiloh Coke. This will focus on the 
perceptions of black womanhood using art, journalling and creative 
writing. 

Open to Black women actors with little or lots of experience. 
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SUPERHOE 
by Nicôle Lecky  
dir. Jade Lewis 
 
Thursday 28th June 
7.30pm to 9pm  
Venue 2, Rich Mix 

 
 
Sasha wants to be famous for her music. But her 
attempts to reach her dream seem to take her 
further and further away. 
 
"I want my old life back, and my old phone 
number. Sitting in my old room, smoking weed 
and making songs on my laptop." 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nicôle Lecky (Playwright) 
Nicôle Lecky is a mixed British Jamaican and 
English writer who grew up in the East End. At the 
end of last year she was chosen to take part in First 
Drafts at The Yard Theatre where she first 
conceived of SUPERHOE. Nicôle was part of Soho 
Theatre Writers Lab 2016-2017 and is now one of 
Tamasha Theatre's developing artists for 2018. She 
wrote for Series 1&2 of Eastenders: E20, the spin 
off to Eastenders shown on BBC3. As well as 
Story-lining at Big Talk for the series Youngers 
shown on E4, and providing additional material 
for the show. Nicôle wrote and directed her first 
short film ‘The Moor Girl’ which was shown at The 
Reveal Festival. She also co-wrote one episode 
and script edited the series Reality 2.0 shown at 
the BFI – as well as acting in it. Nicôle works 
professionally as an actress for theatre and 
screen. 
 
Jade Lewis (Director) 
Jade Lewis is a Theatre Maker, Director and 
facilitator. She is a Creative Associate at The Gate 
and a recipient of the Boris Karloff Award on 
Blackta (The Young Vic). She has facilitated for 
Company 3, Platform Islington, The Gate, The Bush 
Theatre, and directed War and Peace (Southwark 
Playhouse) 
Directing Credits include: Quarter Life Crisis 
(Underbelly Cowgate and UK Tour), On The Edge 
of Me (Soho Theatre and UK Tour), Movement 
Director on Followers (Southwark Playhouse).  
Assistant Director credits included: Nine Night 
(National Theatre) on A profoundly affectionate, 
passionate devotion to someone –Noun (Royal 
Court), The Convert (The Gate), Iphigenia Quartet 
(The Gate), Venus/ Mars (The Bush). 
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MIXED BILL 

Friday 29th June 
7.30pm to 9pm  
Venue 2, Rich Mix 
 
Best Friends by Rachel Clarke and Heather 
Agyepong 
Charlene and Vicky take us on a whistle stop 
tour of Black British girlhood.  
 
Just Another Night by Azara Meghie 
Over the course of 1 night, at a house party, 
Azara struggles to shrug off questions about 
her race, gender and sexuality – and just 
dance. 
 
Pink Lemonade by Mia Johnson  
Inspired by the rebellious butches of the 
early 20th Century and beyond, Mia explores 
female masculinity through spoken word, 
audio bites, music and movement. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Azara Meghie (maker) 
Azara is a multi-disciplinary artist who expresses 
her views through poetry, breakdance and film. 
Through these different art forms, she shares her 
personal politics on sexuality, gender, racism, 
classism and homophobia.  
Azara aims to identify the struggles faced in trying 
to maintain individuality, but also aims to highlight 
the cultural limitations, beliefs and society’s 
stereotypes that she does not adhere to.  
Azara is the Artistic Director of the Duckie QTIPOC 
Collective for young people between 18-26yrs 
and has also set up a revolutionary and exciting 
night called M!X !T!  
 
Mia Johnson (maker) 
Mia is a 27-year-old theatre maker/performance 
artist from Nottingham. She is very interested in 
the lines between experimental theatre and live 
art and aims to create work that is engaging, 
representative and strays from the norm, as well 
as being bold and experimenting with form. 
Her current work is centred around identity and 
the intersections that surround it.  
She has previously showcased work at The Curve, 
Derby Theatre and Battersea Arts Centre. 
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Rachel Clarke (maker) 
Rachel Clarke is an actress and emerging 
playwright who has a real passion for performing 
and writing theatre that is poetic; emotive and 
that takes the audience on a journey by breaking 
the boundaries of literary forms. Rachel studied 
Modern Drama Studies at Brunel University and 
has trained to become a Secondary School Drama 
teacher. Rachel currently works as an actress full 
time and continues to teach Drama on a part time 
basis.  
Rachel's most recent acting credits include ‘Hatch’ 
at Hackney Showrooms with Talawa Theatre 

Company; ‘Best Friends’ at Ovalhouse, 'Queens of 
Sheba' at Camden's People Theatre; ‘Still barred’ 
with Initiative.dkf, ‘Switch’ at Tricycle Theatre and 
‘dirty butterfly’ at The Bread and Roses Theatre. 
 
Heather Agyepong (maker) 
Heather Agyepong is a visual artist and performer 
from London. Her work is concerned with mental 
health & wellbeing, activism, archive and the 
diaspora. 
Her theatre credits include: Girls (High Tide, 
Talawa Theatre & Martha Rose Wilson 
Productions), So Many Reasons (Fuel Theatre & 
Ovalhouse Theatre); Best Friends (Ovalhouse); 
Brent in a Tent (Tricycle Theatre); Hatch (Talawa 
Theatre); Jagged Edge (Acrylick); Still Barred 
(Initiative.dkf); Switch (Tricycle Theatre); Antigone 
(T:24 Kent). 
Film credits include: Motherland (National Youth 
Film Academy). 
Heather has worked with such organisations as 
Autograph ABP & V&A. She was recently 
commissioned by Tate to create work around 
cultural production, privilege and visibility. 
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SUPPORT US 
For 30 years, Talawa has produced shows with leading roles for 
Black actors, addressing the lack of opportunities for Black 
actors on British stages.  
 
Today, a lack of networks, confidence and personal and economic 
circumstances are just a few examples of the barriers that still exist for 
Black artists entering the theatre industry. 
 
Our vision is for a theatre industry which is diverse and representative of 
the UK’s Black population. 
 
Talawa is a registered charity. We re-invest box office income, fundraising 
or earnings from hiring our space into our work. 
 
Your donation will help us to: 
• Create productions that tour the UK every year 
• Read 150 brand new plays every year through the 
script reading service 
• Work in the community, introducing theatre skills 
to individuals and groups of all ages and backgrounds 
• Support emerging artists through Talawa Writers’ 
Programme, TYPT, Talawa Firsts and Studio Firsts. 
 
How you can help 
If you would like to donate in person, you can donate online at 
www.talawa.com/support-us. 
 
Thank you.  

http://www.talawa.com/support-us
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MAKE: a community of Black artists 

 
Visit www.talawa.com/get-involved to join the online community and 
access opportunities including: 

 

TYPT: Talawa’s programme for emerging theatre makers aged 18-25. 
*Deadline for applications 8th June 

Studio Firsts: R&D weeks for theatre makers to test and explore a new idea  

Script Reading Service: An opportunity to get feedback on your script.  

Talawa Writers’ Programme: Talawa’s commissioning programme 

Creating Routes: A training programme for theatre-makers who want to use 
their creative skills in the community.  

 

2018’s MAKE artists on attachment are: 

Xana - a live loop musician, sound designer, installation artist and poet 

Yami ‘Rowdy’ Löfvenberg - a London-based artist with 20 years’ 
experience, is well known within the Hip Hop dance community as a 
respected director, teacher, performer, judge and host. 

The S+K Project - a theatre and performing arts company with the objective 
to make the arts for everyone. 

 

Visit www.talawa.com/get-involved/ for more information. 

 

MAKE is funded by Esmée Fairbairn Foundation. 

 

 

 

http://www.talawa.com/get-involved
http://www.talawa.com/get-involved/
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TYPT:18 
Dates: 29-31 August 2018 

Venue: TBC 

TYPT is Talawa Theatre Company’s flagship programme for emerging theatre 
makers, aged 18-25. It is a unique collaboration between experienced practitioners 
and artists at the beginning of their careers. 

TYPT begins with a search for the brightest emerging Black, Asian and minority 
ethnic talent across all areas of theatre – performers, designers, stage managers, 
writers etc. Our emerging artists are paired with a multidisciplinary team and over 4 
weeks, the company develops their practice, tests ideas and produces a brand 
new piece of theatre. 

Described as a ‘theatre laboratory’, TYPT places an emphasis on experimentation 
and collaboration. Using a theme and another art form as a catalyst for devising, the 
script emerges out of the rehearsal process. Past productions have devised 
around gender and sexuality with stand-up comedy, Britishness with a DJ, betrayal 
with acrobatics, gentrification and Black British civil rights. 

TYPT: 18’s brand new show will be Directed by Coral Messam with Musical Direction 
by Conrad Kira. Don’t miss it. 

If you’d like to be involved, visit: www.talawa.com/get-involved/typt  

 

We’re very grateful to the Martin Bowley Charitable Trust and BBC 
Writersroom for their contributing support, and to Arts Council 
England for their continued support of Talawa Theatre Company. 

 

Online 

Tell us what you thought on twitter @TalawaTheatreCo with #TalawaFirsts 

Find us on Instagram and share your thoughts @talawatc 

Follow us on Facebook to find out more about our projects 
@TalawaTheatreCompany 

www.talawa.com  

http://www.talawa.com/get-involved/typt
http://www.talawa.com/
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