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INTRODUCTION

TYPT is Talawa’s flagship programme for emerging 
theatre makers. Every summer a team of emerging 
artists aged 18‐25 works with established artists to 
create a brand new show. 

Whether you are a performer, stage manager, 
designer or technician you will gain invaluable 
experience of professional theatre.  Every element of 
the process will be open to you from initial production 
meetings to script development sessions; from 
meetings with graphic designers to the get-out. 

It is my opinion that TYPT is the jewel in the crown of 
Talawa Theatre Company. It is an emblem of the 

vision of the company that is mindful of the past and 
brave about the future – always living in the moment… 

Nazli Tabatabai-Khatambakhsh, Artistic Director, 
Zendeh Theatre Company 

........................................................................

Set up in 1995, TYPT provides a truly unique 
stepping‐stone for emerging theatre makers, 
including actors, stage managers and designers at the 
beginning of their careers. Participants’ relationship 
and development with Talawa does not end with the 
initial intensive 4‐week programme, as the 
Company continues to offer free support to 
participants as their careers develop. 

I came to TYPT looking for the empowerment to 
develop as a performer and writer, and I certainly 

succeeded, we all did. Talawa’s enduring faith in 
developing new artists is remarkable and for my own 

journey TYPT was the biggest part of that.  

Michaela Coel, Writer and Performer (Chewing Gum, 
BAFTA Winner ‘Best Female Performance in a Comedy 

Programme’ and ‘Breakthrough Talent’ 2016) 

........................................................................

Past TYPT participants have gone on to successful 
careers in theatre; working as performers, producers, 
writers and technicians for a range of organisations, 
including The Bush Theatre, Oval House, Young Vic, 
and the National Theatre. Alumni include: Femi Oguns 
MBE (Director of The Identity Drama School), Nonso 
Anozie (HBO’s Game of Thrones, Disney’s Cinderella 
and NBC’s Dracula), Sandra Thompson‐Quartey 
(Artistic Director of Writers Avenue Theatre Company 
and Talent Agency), Michaela Coel(E4’s Chewing Gum 
and The Aliens, Channel 4’s Top 
Boy and Home, National Theatre) and Shanika 
Warren‐Markland (Noel 
Clarke’s Adulthood and 4321, Patrik‐Ian Polk’s The 
Skinny and BFI’s Gone Too Far!) and Natasha 
Marshall (Half Breed). 

......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

RUN IT BACK
Run it Back is a celebration of Black British club culture 
that places the rave under a microscope. 

Directed by Coral Messam, Run It Back features dance, 
physical theatre and a live set from award-winning DJ 
Conrad Kira.
Bring your rags and flags for a night of theatre powered 
by grime, bashment and afrobeat.

Wednesday 29 – Friday 31 August at Hackney Showroom

7.30pm: Spoken Word
8.00pm: Run It Back

BSL interpreted performance on Thursday 30 August 
Matinee on Friday 31 August at 3pm





...........................................................................................................................................................................................................

TYPT:18 PERFORMERS/WRITERS/DEVISERS
Johnson is an actor born in Nigeria and raised in Lagos and London. He studied 
Performing Art at Leyton Sixth Form College and has trained with Theatre Royal 
Stratford East, The Yard Theatre, Royal Court Theatre, Theatre Royal Haymarket and 
Frantic Ignition. Johnson performed Hacktivist at National Theatre Connections in 
2015, Cookie at Theatre Royal Haymarket, and Underworld at Alexandra Palace. Aside 
from acting Johnson loves dancing, writing, football and motivational videos. 
.........................................................................................................................................
Ayomide Adegun is an actor who developed his passion at a very young age, later 
gaining professional experience with the Young Vic and the Lyric Hammersmith. He 
has featured in productions including short films, documentaries, and theatre. 
Ayomide studied Theatre at the Brit School London. He enjoys going to the theatre, 
cinema, and socialising, as well as jogging, cycling, and football. He is passionate 
about theatre and is currently studying BA (Hons) Acting and Performance at the 
University for the Creative Arts.
.........................................................................................................................................
Francesca is currently studying BA Music at the University of Oxford where she is the 
President of the Dramatic Society and Co-founder of the BAME Drama Society. While 
at university she has acted in and sound designed over 10 plays and performed at the 
Edinburgh Fringe Festival. Francesca has trained with Italia Conti and the National 
Youth Theatre, and has performed at the Royal Court Theatre (Young Court, 2016) and 
Shaftesbury Theatre (NYT 60th Anniversary Gala). She is a jazz vocalist and plays the 
piano, bassoon and djembe. She is interested in experimental, cross-art form work 
and recently directed Oxford’s first all BAME production of Medea featuring live and 
recorded music, spoken word and movement. 
.........................................................................................................................................
Simeon is an actor and writer originally from Coventry, West Midlands now living in 
London. He is a member of the National Youth Theatre; alumnus of the Actors Class, 
London, and graduate of Alt Actor Training, London, having completed training there 
December 2017.
Acting credits include - Herons (Arcola Theatre); The Fall (Finborough Theatre); From 
the Ground Up (Almeida Theatre); Our Tower (Arcola Theatre); The Storm 
(Theatre503); Homecoming (Theatre503); Cacophony (Almeida Theatre); The Fence 
(Short Film).
Writing Credits include - Empty (Lyric Hammersmith); Homecoming (Theatre503); 
What Lies Beneath (for the National Youth Theatre)
.........................................................................................................................................
Buky Esan is a Performance Artist and Environmentalist. She has a degree in 
Performance and Visual Arts from the University of Brighton and is looking forward 
to pursuing a career in theatre. She has had her work displayed at the Onca Gallery, 
performed her poetry at Monologue Slam and hopes to publish her work in the future. 
Buky’s credits include National Youth Theatre, The Room in the Elephant (Matt 
Rudkin), Swan (Maddy Shipman).
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Jordan is a versatile actor based in London. He has been involved in and held a strong 
passion for performing art since 15. Jordan has trained at The Royal Central School of 
Speech and Drama, Frantic Assembly and is currently training at The Identity School 
of Acting. Jordan has worked in television, on stage and short films. Jordan is now on 
a journey to immerse himself completely in Theatre, Film and TV to further his craft 
and create thought provoking content. TV Credits include: What’s Up (Sky One), Stage 
Credits: The Fall (IDSA), Yerma (IDSA). TYPT: 18’s production of Run It Back will be 
Jordan’s professional stage debut. 
........................................................................................................................................
Esmonde is an English actor and writer trained at Michael Grandage’s 
Futures Company (MGC).  With MGC he performed twice in the West End in an 
adaptation of Henry V and an original play written and performed by himself entitled 
Cat & Mouse. He has appeared in various projects spanning TV, Film and Theatre, 
most notably in an ITV production of Autopsy: Barry White, in which he played a 
Young Barry White. He is currently cast as Macbeth in Volcano Theatre’s 
production of Macbeth: Director’s Cut which tours the UK in October 2018.
........................................................................................................................................
Ewa is a London-based actor, director and spoken word artist who is about to 
enter her final year of training at Rose Bruford. As a poet, she recently 
performed at Redgate Theatre’s Gateways Showcase and frequently performs at 
open mic nights. Ewa has been a member of National Youth Theatre since 2012 and 
had her directorial debut this year with Route at The Tristan Bates Theatre. As an 
actress of Nigerian heritage, Ewa is passionate about creating, directing and 
performing stories that represent her community and reflect the truth of the society 
we live in today. Theatre credits include: A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Rose 
Bruford), My Best Friend (Symposium Festival).
........................................................................................................................................
Wunmi is an actress, writer, activist and multidisciplinary artist from East 
London. She is going into her second year studying BA Theatre Practice: Performance 
Arts at Central School of Speech and Drama. She previously trained at Identity Drama 
School and is a member of Hackney Empire’s Artist Development Programme. 
Her past theatre performances include Arcola’s Summer Youth Musical, Purple Moon 
Drama’s Side Effects and Bitchcraft which won the Pandora award at the Melanin box 
festival. Her on screen credits include a singing feature in an episode of the Sky 
Atlantic TV series Guerilla. Her artistic practise mainly focuses on poetry, 
photography, lyricism and performativity within the diaspora.
........................................................................................................................................
Tife is a performer and writer, currently studying at the University of Leeds. Tife has 
performed in multiple productions as part of Leeds University Union’s 
longest running theatre society; performances range from classical and 
contemporary pieces to physical theatre, musical theatre and new writing. Her credits 
include The Grapes of Wrath (West Yorkshire Playhouse); student credits include 
Macbeth, Medea, 4.48 Psychosis, Sweet Charity, Prometheus Bound and a scratch 
performance of her play We Have Sinned (University of Leeds); her community 
theatre work includes Spring Flowers and Autumn Fruit (Fall Into Place Theatre, 
Leeds). As a writer, Tife won the UK Film Festival screenplay prize in 2016, her 
first full length stage play was longlisted for the 2017 Alfred Fagon Award, and she 
was shortlisted for the 2018 BBC Drama Script room.
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Ashlee is a writer and radio presenter from Birmingham with a degree in English from 
Birmingham City University. Her background in journalism, copywriting and spoken 
word poetry has influenced her literary pieces on ethnic minority culture and 
identity. Ashlee wrote and performed her first theatre piece, Between The Rocks as 
part of The Birmingham Rep’s ‘Write Away’ programme in 2018. The piece was 
performed at the Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery, where Ashlee was a resident 
artist responding to ‘The Past Is Now’ exhibition. She also presents on radio, where 
she focuses on community, care and creativity in Birmingham. She uses her platform 
to give young, undiscovered artists and activists a voice in her local area. She is 
currently looking for playwriting and creative learning opportunities in theatre. 
........................................................................................................................................
Dzifa is a London-based writer. Whilst at university she found her passion for 
storytelling. She now writes her own scripts and plans to create short films in the 
near future. Her main goal is to write scripts for both theatre and TV, in which she 
hopes to create 3 dimensional characters that reflect her reality and the reality of 
people around her.

CREATIVES
As a Movement Director, Coral Messam has worked with Rufus Norris, Michael 
Buffong, Kwame Kwei-Armah and Dominic Cooke. Credits include: Ma Rainey’s Black 
Bottom and The Amen Corner (National Theatre), assistant on Death and the King’s 
Horseman (National Theatre) and God’s Property (Talawa Theatre Company, Soho 
Theatre and The Albany). As a performer, she has worked with DV8 Physical Theatre, 
Shakespeare’s Globe, National Theatre and Game of Thrones. Coral’s TV movement 
credits include Britannia season 2 and Game of Thrones season 1.
........................................................................................................................................
Conrad Kira is a Musical Artist/Producer and DJ from Peckham and is the curator of 
the South London night, Pull Up Dat Fam. His musical endeavours span from 
producing scores to soundtracks, to producing Grime music. Whether dropping bars 
or dropping riddims expect the unexpected. On a Conrad set you'll skank, wine and 
bust a sweat. 
Conrad is an experienced DJ/performer, having played many festivals and 
international gigs. He has also composed soundtracks for short films Bloke Fears and 
The Works (BBC) and is currently working on his debut album.
........................................................................................................................................
Amanda Mascarenhas is a London based Designer. She has worked in all performance 
and design genres, from Devised Performances to Event Design. She prides herself on 
her ability to design and make for interesting and unusual spaces and pieces. Her 
main field of expertise is with immersive projects.  She is very hands on in approach 
and builds set, costume and prop pieces.
She is a workshop facilitator and works with groups of all ages. Either teaching them 
arts to specialist crafts, as well as teaching groups about her trade as a Theatre 
Designer. She regularly works with children and young adults with learning and 
physical disabilities. She also works with different communities on projects. From 
running workshops with them to creating theatre productions, is very interested in 
how community, theatre and art work together. She is also an associate artist to 
Kazzum Arts. http://www.kazzum.org
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Pablo was born In Galicia. He studied film and photography before graduating as a 
Lighting Designer at the Central School of Speech and Drama. 
Pablo's previous credits include: Hotel Medea with Zecora-Ura  – winners of a 
Herald Angel Awards, Simone Riccio (Mime Fest13), No Fit State Circus, Talawa 
Theatre and Yellow Earth theatre, and The Plasticine Men (selected for caravan 
2012, the international showcase of best new British theatre).  
Pablo is currently the Resident Lighting Designer at Fourth Monkey Theatre 
Company. In 2012, Pablo was Offie nominated for Best Lighting Design for their 
production of 4:48 Psychosis. 
Pablo is also set to become Lighting Designer for STC (Spanish Theatre Company), 
an ambitious project in which the most prestigious classical and contemporary 
Spanish texts are to be represented in the UK.
...................................................................................................................................
Hazel Holder is a voice and dialect coach, and a performer. Her work in theatre 
includes, as a performer, Here We Go, As You Like It (choir), Medea and Death and 
the King’s Horseman at the National;  The Tempest at the RSC; The Bakkhai at the 
Almeida; Dart’s Love for Tête-à-Tête; Tamba Tamba for tiata fahodzi; Dalston 
Songs (ROH2) for Helen Chadwick Song Theatre;  The Bacchae for the Royal 
Exchange; Six Characters in Search of an Author for Headlong; The Bacchae for 
National Theatre of Scotland national tour and on Broadway; Mercy Fine in Mercy 
Fine for Clean Break; The Sleeping  Beauty at the Young Vic, the Barbican, and on 
Broadway; and Carmen Jones and Ain’t Misbehavin’ in the West End. TV includes 
Judge John Deed and The Cambridge Spies.  Short films include Dates and The 
Followed. Radio includes Something Understood and Death and the King’s 
Horseman. Theatre as a voice and dialect coach includes Barber Shop Chronicles, 
Angels in America, Les Blancs and Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom at the National; The 
Goat or Who is Sylvia?  Theatre Royal Haymarket (Playful Productions); Caroline 
or Change for Chichester Festival Theatre; The Mountaintop,The Emperor and 
Cuttin’ It (also Royal Court) for the Young Vic; Girls for Talawa and Soho Theatre; 
Father Comes Home from the Wars for the Royal Court; Soul for the Royal & 
Derngate and Hackney Empire; The Rolling Stone at the Orange Tree and Royal 
Exchange; Fuck the Polar Bears for The Bush; Eclipsed and The Rise & Shine of 
Comrade Fiasco for The Gate; The Initiate for Paines Plough; Hatch for Talawa 
TYPT; The Epic Adventure of Nhamo for tiata fahodzi; and work for Guildhall, 
RADA, Arts Ed, Royal Central School of Speech and Drama. TV includes Poldark, 
No Offence and Broken.
...................................................................................................................................
Esme is a London born actress, theatre maker, writer and activist who is currently 
reading History at the University of Edinburgh. She is a member of the National 
Youth Theatre and her previous theatre work includes Caged Birds (Bedlam 
Theatre 2015), East (Bedlam Theatre 2016) Little Black Rain Cloud (Bedlam 
Theatre 2016) Closer (Assembly Roxy 2017). Last summer she performed in 
Talawa's TYPT:17 Bite Your Tongue directed by Miranda Cromwell. She returns to 
Talawa this summer as an Assistant Director for Coral Messam's Run It Back. She is 
currently producing the webseries,  HOMEBODY, which documents the 
experiences of Black London millennials.  
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Samantha is a freelance theatre practitioner who has enjoyed a long career as a 
Technical Stage Manager, Company and Production Manager. She has worked 
with a diverse range of arts organisations and provides training opportunities 
to raise the profile of stage mangers and technicians in theatre and live 
performance. Samantha is particularly interested in a variety of new work and 
bringing the theatre experience to wider communities.
..............................................................................................................................
Lorrell studied at The Academy of Live and Recorded Arts in 2012. Since then 
she has been nominated for 2 stage management awards and has worked on 
various productions including The Portrait of Dorian Grey (Trafalgar Studios/
UK Tour), A Princess Undone (UK Tour), West End Live, Dick Whittington 
(Birmingham Hippodrome) and English National Opera’s A Midsummer Nights 
Dream & Porgy & Bess (London Coliseum).
..............................................................................................................................
Amada Piedra is a Spanish actress, set and costume designer based in London. 
She studied Acting at the Centre for Theatre Research La Manada in Madrid and 
took various courses in Fencing and Dramaturgy. She is currently studying her 
last year of Theatre Arts [Design and Technical Theatre] at Middlesex 
University where she has been the costume designer and maker for Israel 
Horovitz’s Rats and Alfred Jarry’s King Ubu. She has collaborated with The Out 
of Work Collective and Saint Albans School of Acting in the design and making 
of set and costume. Amada has also performed in theatres such as Teatros 
Luchana, Teatro Tribueñe and Teatro Kubik Fabrik in Madrid.
..............................................................................................................................
Jimi recently graduated with a BA Honours in Drama and Performance from 
University of Portsmouth. Since graduating Jimi has worked in a technical role 
on a number of productions, most recently she worked on West Side Story at 
New Theatre Royal, Portsmouth. Jimi also has an interest in performing and 
has taken part as a performer in music videos by Kidbracer -100. Jimi is 
interested in supporting, developing and celebrating theatre with the African 
Diaspora. She is currently working on TYPT as an assistant stage manager.
..............................................................................................................................
Pooja Sitpura is a theatre practitioner with a passion for participatory arts. 
After completing an MA in Applied Theatre at Goldsmiths University (2017), 
Pooja has developed expertise in producing participatory projects in 
community, educational and social contexts. She began her work with Talawa 
as a project coordinator and has since moved on to covering the Participation 
and Learning role, delivering a range of bespoke projects for organisations such 
as Brent Council and City Hall while producing Talawa’s artist development 
programmes. Pooja also continues her freelance work for Kinetika Bloco, Magic 
Me and Croydon Music and Arts. 
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Gail Babb is a theatre practitioner, producer and recent Clore Fellow. She has 
run Talawa Theatre Company’s Participation department for 11 years, 
bringing work with emerging theatre makers to the centre of the company. 
An experienced deviser, she has worked with professional artists, 
young people and mental health service-users to create shows for a range of 
settings including theatres, a tour to South Africa’s National Arts Festival 
and site-specific pieces in museums and a derelict school. Alongside her 
work at Talawa, Gail is a lecturer at Goldsmiths University of London and 
continues to freelance for a range of arts organisations.

........................................................................................................................................

Press: Target Live
Film and Photography: Sanaa Abstrakt
Graphic Design: Carolyne Hill
Programme Design: Tricia Wey

With thanks to: 
Hackney Showroom, Oxford House, Sasha Bond, Robert 
Rattley from The Guardian, Gareth Potts from Leicester 
Square Theatre, Philip Atherton Glenford Barnes at Rich Mix, 
Hoffman Reid at Hackney Empire, Sue and Mo at Telegraph 
Hill Centre, and Telegraph Hill Festival.

Gail
Babb 
Creative 
Producer

.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................



Talawa Theatre Company
Talawa is the UK’s primary Black led touring theatre company. Our work is informed by the wealth and diversity 
of the Black British experience, through which we create outstanding work by cultivating the best in emerging 
and established Black artists. We invest in talent, develop audiences and inspire dialogue with and within 
communities across the UK and internationally. By doing so we enrich the cultural life of all.

Artist Development Programmes
In addition to its productions, Talawa Theatre Company broadens the spectrum of work created by Black British 
artists by commissioning new writing, and the development of ideas through seed commissions.   
These programmes fall under Talawa’s MAKE initiative: A UK wide community of Black theatre makers 
empowered to create their own path through a range of development activity. 
Talawa MAKE activity includes: 

• Support for emerging and established writers, such as the Script Reading Service, Talawa Writers’
Programme and Talawa Firsts, an annual Festival showcasing new plays and work by Black writers and
theatre makers

• Studio Firsts, a space for artists and individuals to create new work
• TYPT, our annual collaboration with emerging theatre makers
• Skills development workshops and outreach activities, introducing people to careers in theatre

MAKE is supported by the Esmée Fairbain Foundation

Support Us
For 30 years, Talawa has produced shows with leading roles for Black actors, addressing the lack of 
opportunities for Black actors on British stages.

Today, a lack of networks, confidence and personal and economic circumstances are just a few examples of the 
barriers that still exist for Black artists entering the theatre industry. Our vision is for a theatre industry, which 
is diverse and representative of the UK’s Black population.
Talawa is a registered charity. We re-invest box office income, fundraising or earnings from hiring our space into 
our work.

Your donation will help us to:
• Create productions that tour the UK every year
• Read 150 brand new plays every year through the script reading service
• Work in the community, introducing theatre skills to individuals and groups of all ages and backgrounds
• Support emerging artists through Talawa Writers’ Programme, TYPT, Talawa Firsts and Studio Firsts,

which form part of our MAKE community

How you can help
If you would like to donate in person please look for the box in the theatre. Alternatively, you can visit our 
website for more information at www.talawa.com/support-us. Thank you.

Please sign up to our mailing list, follow us on Twitter or Facebook for updates on how you can get involved. 
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