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Who we are 
 
Talawa is the UK’s leading Black theatre company.  We have established a track record of 
producing quality work which shines a spotlight on Black talent, creating theatre for diverse 
audiences across the country.  Mounting more than fifty productions over our 30-year history, 
we are the only Black British theatre company that presents the traditional canon of British 
theatre alongside international work and new plays. Recent productions include King Lear and 
Guys & Dolls, co-produced with the Royal Exchange Theatre, Manchester.   
 
Talawa is committed to supporting the development of emerging and established Black artists.  
Funded by the Esmée Fairbairn Foundation, MAKE is our year-round artist development 
programme which supports Black artists over four strands of work: 1. Providing artists with 
their first opportunities in theatre (Engage); 2. Developing their craft (Grow); 3. Enabling them 
to connect and take risks with peers (Collaborate), and 4. Building their career (Sustain). It 
includes the following projects: 

 Talawa Firsts: an annual new writing festival  

 Studio Firsts: a biannual research and development programme for experimental 
theatre makers  

 Creating Routes: our facilitator training for Black and other underrepresented groups 

 London Voices scheme, that we co-run with the BBC Writersroom, to upskill writers for 
TV and audio. 

 Script Reading Service: a biannual opportunity for writers to send their plays and get 
feedback. We have trained a team of script readers 

 Attachment Artists, 3 artists per year receive bespoke support 
 Talawa Writer’s Programme: our commissioning programme 

 TYPT: our annual creative learning project for 18-25-year olds 
 
Our artist development work has led to the recent productions and tours of ‘Girls’ by Theresa 
Ikoko, ‘Half Breed’ by Tash Marshall and ‘Superhoe’ by Nicôle Lecky, writers who came 
through our Script Reading Service, Talawa Firsts and Tawa Writer’s Programme. We also 
have a wider impact on the industry by developing artists who go on to produce their work 
across the UK and we have become a crucial talent finding resource for the industry.  
 
MAKE Online, launched in 2019 is an interactive, digital platform providing an online 
community for artists to: 

 Find out about activities and opportunities with Talawa and other organisations 

 Post jobs and advertise events 

 Post and respond to questions/requests for help  

 Engage in dialogue with other artists 
 
We believe a strong community of Black artists is the key to changing the future of the theatre 
landscape. 
 
In Autumn 2019 Talawa is moving to new offices and a Studio space as part of the 
redevelopment of Fairfield Halls in Croydon. 


