
Pendulum – Reading Group Questions 
 

You wake. Confused. Disorientated. 
A noose is round your neck.  

You are bound, standing on a chair. 
All you can focus on is the man in the mask tightening the rope. 

You are about to die. 
 

John Wallace has no idea why he has been targeted. No idea who his attacker is. No idea how 
he will prevent the inevitable. Then the pendulum of fate swings in his favour.  

He has one chance to escape, find the truth and halt his destruction. 

 Did you have any suspicions about the connection between Pendulum’s victims while 
reading? 

 John Wallace is emotionally and physically drained by his ordeal and at several points 
almost gives up. What drives him to keep fighting against Pendulum? 

 In Pendulum, it is highlighted just how easy it is to be tracked, by strangers and the 
authorities, in the modern world. Does this make you feel safe or uneasy? 

 When Bonnie Mann was found hanging from the Golden Gate Bridge and the police 
realised the death must have involved a murderer, do you think Pendulum slipped up in 
remaining undetected or was it intentional?  

 What did you think of John Wallace throughout the book? Did your opinion change 
when you learnt of his involvement in Erin’s death? 

 After experiencing this truly dark side of the internet, Pendulum plotted to disconnect 
the world so that similar atrocities weren’t repeated. He also mentions that this 
connectivity is enabling terrorist attacks and tainting the world with easily accessible 
pornography and gambling. Discuss what you think is good and bad about the internet 
and given the choice, would you choose a world with it, or without it?  

 ‘They thought they could hide behind their anonymity, but I found them.’ Pendulum is 
referring to the anonymous YouTube posters who bullied Erin. He mirrors this by 
remaining anonymous when he attacks and by posting the victims’ fake suicide notes 
online. Do you think he intended to achieve his goal quietly and undetected or was he 
looking for notoriety? 

 Ash is still convinced she saw someone assisting Pendulum who the authorities don’t 
believe exists. Do you think this is the end? 

 

 


