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Inspired by the extraordinary Yes Equality campaign, 
the author travelled the length and breadth of Ireland 
to record first-hand the moving life stories from over 
fifty people who were deeply affected by the marriage 
equality vote. These are the real stories from ordinary 
LGBT people who have lived in the shadow of inequality 
and oppression for decades.

A Day in May: Real Lives, True Stories
Charlie Bird
2016

Exploring the growing international polarization over 
sexual rights, and the creative responses from social 
movements and activists, some of whom face murder, 
imprisonment or rape because of their perceived 
sexuality or gender expression.

Queer Wars
Dennis Altman & Jonathan Symons 
2016

This book gives a voice to more than eighty people 
from every major continent and from all walks of life. 
It includes poets and philosophers, rulers and spies, 
activists and artists.

Gay Life Stories
Robert Aldrich
2016

NON
FICTION

To celebrate LGBT History Month 2017 Islington Library and 
Heritage Service has teamed up with Gay’s the Word bookshop 
to promote the best in new LGBT writing. 

The booklist focuses on recent publications and reprints across 
the wide LGBT experience, from the esoteric to the pulp.  
Gay’s the Word became the UK’s first gay bookshop when 
it was established in 1979, and in 2017 it will celebrate its 
38th birthday.
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A fascinating study of gay men in twentieth century 
British politics, from Lord Rosebery and Lord Beauchamp 
in Edwardian times to Michael Portillo and 
Peter Mandelson in our own era.

Closet Queens: Some 20th Century British Politicians
Michael Bloch
2016

John Maynard Keynes is the man who saved Britain from 
financial crisis, not once but twice, over the course of 
two World Wars. He remains a highly influential figure, 
nearly 70 years after his death. But who was he? A 
dazzlingly original thematic biography which throws fresh 
light on the greatest economist of the twentieth century.

Universal Man - Seven Lives of Maynard Keynes
Richard Davenport-Hines
2015

Looking back, decade by decade, at the history of gay 
cinema, celebrating the films which have defined the 
genre. Indie films, the avant-garde, sex on screen, bad 
guys, lesbian lovers, transgender films, camp comedies, 
musicals and gay rom-coms.

Out at the Movies: a History of Gay Cinema
Steven Paul Davies
2008 A ground-breaking, provocative and diverse anthology 

of writing about black gay men’s lives in the UK - essays, 
activist memoirs, (auto)biographies, poems and fiction.

Black and Gay in the UK - An Anthology
John R. Gordon & Rikki Beadle-Blair (Eds)
2014

By her portrait of the Gateways Club, Jill Gardiner 
gives us a social history of lesbian lives, loves and 
mores from a cloistered secret in the 1950s and 1960s 
to a battleground between feminists and traditionalists 
in the 1970s.

From the Closet to the Screen: Women at 
the Gateways Club,1945-1985
Jill Gardiner
2003

A funny and pertinent book about being lesbian, bisexual, 
gay, queer, transgender or just curious - for everybody, 
no matter their gender or sexuality.

This Book is Gay
Juno Dawson
2014
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The Wolfenden Report of 1957 has long been recognized 
as a landmark in moves towards gay law reform. What 
is less well known is that the testimonials and written 
statements of the witnesses before the Wolfenden 
Committee provide by far the most complete and
extensive array of perspectives we have on how 
homosexuality was understood in mid-twentieth century 
Britain. This volume presents an annotated selection of 
their voices.

Wolfenden’s Witnesses
Brian Lewis
2016

In July 2012, aged thirty, Juliet Jacques underwent sex 
reassignment surgery; a process she chronicled with 
unflinching honesty in a serialised national newspaper 
column. Trans tells of her life to the present moment: 
a story of growing up, of defining yourself, and of the 
rapidly changing world of gender politics.

Trans: a Memoir
Juliet Jacques
2016

An accessible collection of interviews, essays, poems and 
commentary which explores topics such as definitions 
of bisexuality, intersections of bisexuality with other 
identities, stereotypes and biphobia, being bisexual at 
work, teenage bisexuality and bisexuality through the 
years, the media’s approach to bisexual celebrities, and 
fictional bisexual characters.

Purple Prose - Bisexuality in Britain
Kate Harrad
2016

An astute exploration of identity and sexuality as told by 
today’s generation of gay young men.

Becoming Who I Am: Young Men on Being Gay
Ritch C. Savin–Williams
2016

From the ancient poet Sappho to tombois in 
contemporary Indonesia, women throughout history 
and around the globe have desired, loved and had sex 
with other women. In beautiful prose, Sapphistries 
tells their stories, capturing the multitude of ways that 
diverse societies have shaped female same-sex sexuality 
across time and place.

Sapphistries: A Global History of Love between Women
Leila J. Rupp
2009

This collection of essays takes stock of the ‘new 
British queer history’. It is intended both for scholars
and students of British social and cultural history and 
of the history of sexuality, and for a broader readership 
interested in queer issues.

British Queer History: New Approaches and Perspectives
Brian Lewis
2013
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A landmark account of gay and lesbian creative 
networks and the seismic changes they brought to 
twentieth-century culture. In a hugely ambitious study 
which crosses continents, languages, and almost a 
century, Gregory Woods identifies the ways in which 
homosexuality has helped shape Western culture.

The first study of its kind in the UK, Queen and Country 
examines the complex intersection between same-sex 
desire and the British Armed Forces during the Second 
World War.

Homintern: How Gay Culture Liberated the Modern World
Gregory Woods
2016

Queen and Country: Same-sex Desire in the 
British Armed Forces, 1939-45
Emma Vickers
2013

A clear and concise examination of how sexual history 
has developed, and its implications for our understanding 
of the ways we live today.

Part memoir, part ground-breaking polemic, this book 
looks beneath the shiny facade of contemporary gay 
culture and asks if gay people are as happy as they could 
be – and if not, why not?

What is Sexual History?
Jeffrey Weeks
2016

Straight Jacket
Matthew Todd 
2016

A compassionate and moving social history written in 
an open and accessible way, lucidly illustrating the
resilience and grit of the LGBT community in the face 
of unprecedented challenges.

This collection of quotations by and about gay people is a 
celebration of the advances in LGBT rights in the UK over 
the last half-century and a demonstration of the battle 
against oppression and prejudice that led to them.

Coming Out: The Emergence of LGBT Identities in 
Britain from the 19th Century to the Present
Jeffrey Weeks 
2016

Speak Its Name! Quotations by and about gay men and women
Simon Callow & Christopher Tinker 
2016
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Best friends since they met as children in care, Donna and 
Carla run the all female Bronte Close Gang, carving out 
their own empire in the toughest streets of Manchester. 
A thrillingly original crime novel that unfolds at breakneck 
speed - at once furious, tender and heartbreaking. 

We Go Around in the Night and are Consumed by Fire
Jules Grant 
2016

Seventeen-year-old Sahar has been in love with her best 
friend, Nasrin, since they were six. They’ve shared stolen 
kisses and romantic promises. But Iran is a dangerous 
place for two girls in love; Sahar and Nasrin could be 
beaten, imprisoned, even executed if their relationship 
came to light.

If You Could Be Mine
Sara Farizan
2014

Four siblings return to the west coast of Ireland for a final 
family Christmas in the home their mother is about to 
sell.

The Green Road
Anne Enright
2016

Set in rural Montana in the early 1990s, this book 
is a powerful and widely acclaimed young adult 
coming-of-age novel.

Miseducation of Cameron Post
Emily M. Danforth 
2013

Thrown together by chance, Rebekah and Alex strike up 
an unlikely friendship and it’s together that they attempt 
to break free of their worlds and make a world of their 
own. But when a kiss between the girls is witnessed 
by an islander there is no escape they can make - 
the Rapture is coming for them all.

The Dark Light
Julia Bell
2015

Leeds, late 1975 and a body has been found on Prince 
Philip Playing Fields. Ricky, teenage delivery van boy for 
Corona pop, will be late for The Matterhorn Man. In the 
years that follow until his capture, the Yorkshire Ripper 
and Rick’s own life draw ever closer with unforeseen 
consequences

Blood Relatives
Stevan Alcock 
2016

FIC
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This witty, smart, coming-out-again story will 
appeal to gay and straight kids alike as they watch 
Rafe navigate being different, fitting in, and what it 
means to be himself.

Openly Straight
Bill Konigsberg
2015

A brave, honest and vital coming-out story that follows 
one girl’s exploration of love, identity and sexuality.

Read Me Like a Book
Liz Kessler 
2016

In this exciting collection of gay short stories, we hear 
from authors imagining, surmising, and revealing aspects 
of gay life from a multitude of perspectives, ages, eras, 
locations, cultures and political climates.

Speak My Language, and Other Stories: 
An Anthology of Gay Fiction
Torsten Højer 
2015

A novel about friendship and secrets, the choices we 
make and the consequences we face.

The History of Us
Jonathan Harvey
2016

When a trail leads to the suspicious death of a Norwegian 
national, Ryan uncovers an international conspiracy that 
has claimed the lives of many.

The Silent Room
Mari Hannah 
2016

A Middle-Eastern capital caught in the revolutionary 
wave of the Arab Spring. A day in the life of a young man 
disillusioned with both East and West and struggling to 
find a place for himself in a society ruled by hypocrisy 
and contradictions.

Guapa
Saleem Haddad 
2016
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Between London and Los Angeles, the gym and the gay 
scene, Instagram and Grindr, what it means to be a gay 
man has never been so bisected.

Love Notes to Men Who Don’t Read
North Morgan 
2016

Mickey Donnelly is smart, which isn’t a good thing in his 
part of town. Despite having a dog called Killer and being 
in love with the girl next door, everyone calls him ‘gay’.

The Good Son
Paul McVeigh
2015

With biting humour and unerring emotional accuracy, 
Adult Onset explores the pleasures and pressures of 
family bonds, so powerful and yet so easily twisted and 
broken.

Adult Onset
Ann-Marie MacDonald 
2015

Jess Sharp is at a crossroads - back in London, living in 
her parents’ spare room, jobless and single. Not quite the 
irresistible package she was aiming for at age 32.

London Calling
Clare Lydon
2014

A chance meeting between two women draws them 
magnetically to one another - and to the promise of a 
new life.

The Gracekeepers
Kirsty Logan 
2016

This is a darkly comic novel exploring the nature of 
obsession.

Mr Oliver’s Object of Desire
V. G. Lee 
2016
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One day in 1968, at the height of the Biafran civil war, 
Ijeoma’s father is killed and her world is transformed 
forever. Separated from her grief-stricken mother, 
she meets another young lost girl, Amina, and the two 
become inseparable. Theirs is a relationship that will 
shake the foundations of Ijeoma’s faith, test her resolve 
and flood her heart.

Under the Udala Trees
Chinelo Okparanta 
2016

Devastated by the loss of the baby she loves desperately, 
Zoe throws herself into her career as a music therapist, 
and when Vanessa, a guidance counsellor, asks her to 
work with a suicidal teen, the relationship between Zoe 
and Vanessa goes from business to friendship and then, 
to Zoe’s surprise, to love.

Sing You Home
Picoult Jodi
2012

Grayson Sender has been holding onto a secret for what 
seems like forever: “he” is a girl on the inside, stuck in the 
wrong gender’s body.

Gracefully Grayson
Ami Polonsky 
2014Stewart can’t quite fit in at his new school, and Ashley 

can’t quite get used to her totally awkward home, which 
is now filled with some rather questionable decor. And 
things are about to get a whole lot more mixed up when 
these two very different people attract the attention of 
school hunk Jared...

We Are All Made of Molecules
Susin Nielsen  
2016

A bold and irreverent novel that powerfully asks what if 
you weren’t the Chosen One? The one who’s supposed 
to fight the zombies, or the soul-eating ghosts, or 
whatever this new thing is, with the blue lights and the 
death? What if you were like Mikey instead?

The Rest of Us Just Live Here
Patrick Ness 
2016

In this breathtakingly inventive autobiographical 
novel, Eileen Myles transforms her life into a work of art. 
Suffused with alcohol, drugs, and sex; evocative in its 
depictions of the hardscrabble realities of a young queer 
artist’s life with raw, flickering stories of awkward love, 
laughter, and discovery.

Chelsea Girls
Eileen Myles 
2016
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It’s 1959. The battle for civil rights is raging. And it’s 
Sarah’s first day of school as one of the first black 
students at previously all-white Jefferson High.

Lies We Tell Ourselves
Robin Talley  
2014

The first in a new series about first love and friendship by 
this much-loved teen author.

Starring Kitty
Keris Stainton 
2014

An exquisite tale of differences and how they can tear 
apart both a country and the heart not just once, but 
many times, until the ghosts are freed.

The Hungry Ghosts
Shyam Selvadurai 
2016

Pushing away the people she cares about is just a small 
price to pay. Because there are things locked inside 
Megan’s head - things that are screaming to be heard 
- that she cannot, must not, let out.

Unspeakable
Abbie Rushton
2015

Moving from adolescent rooftop games to adult 
encounters in gay bars, from hair salons in Calcutta 
to McDonald’s drive-thrus in California, this is an 
unforgettable story about family, the struggle 
between having what we want and doing what we 
feel we must - and the sacrifices we make for those 
we love.

Don’t Let Him Know
Sandip Roy  
2016

When Sandesh, a fifteen-year-old runaway working at a 
video store in Bombay, is seduced by a wealthy married 
woman named Lolita, he has no idea how life-altering his 
sexual awakening will be.

Lady Lolita’s Lover
R. Raj Rao 
2015
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David Piper has always been an outsider. His parents 
think he’s gay. The school bully thinks he’s a freak. Only 
his two best friends know the real truth - David wants to 
be a girl.

Art of Being Normal
Lisa Williamson 
2016

Over the next two years we aim to collect, archive 
and explore Islington’s important LGBT+ heritage. 

The borough has been home to many groundbreaking 
organisations and individuals that have changed the 

face of LGBT+ rights and community through the 20th 
and into the 21st century.

Along with archiving the work of these groups we 
will also be collecting memories and stories from the 

community. We need your help to do this. Get in contact 
if you’d like to be involved in the project or to find out 

about our events.

islingtonspride@gmail.com






