
Gospel Opposition
1 Thessalonians 2:13-16

Silence is golden.

Or is it?

Sometimes it is. After a hard and exhausting week with lots of noise, who 
doesn’t long for a few minutes or hours of quiet? In those moments, silence
is golden.

But it isn’t always. Let me give you two examples when silence can be 
dangerous.

Small children playing alone in a different room. Suddenly you notice 
everything is quiet. Is that a good thing? What are they up to?

Silence from heaven. Who really wants to live in a world without a God? I 
know it would be very convenient. There would be no law-giver or rule 
maker. No one who had the right to tell us what to do. And so we really 
could be the captain of our own fate. But how sad it would be for either 
there to be no God at all or a distance God who never communicated with 
his creatures. Imagine living in such a dark world. A world where you could 
never be sure if you were all alone or who God was or what he thought of 
you or what you should be doing or where you were heading. Sadly many 
people don’t have to imagine such a scenario because this is their daily life.
Most of the time they are too busy to stop and think but if they did, this 
would be the dreadful scenario that confronts them. 

A silent heaven sends shivers down the spine. 

But I have good news for us this morning. God is real and he has not 
remained silent. He is the great communicator and if we listen in the right 
place we will hear God’s voice loudly and clearly.

Two questions this morning. 

 Where can we hear God speak? (Verse 13a)
 Why should we listen to God speak? (Verses 13b-16)

First, where can we hear God speak? (Verse 13a)

Look at verse 13.

This is an incredible statement about where we can hear God speak.

Picture the scene. Paul comes into town. He addresses people who lived in
the city. What did they see? What did they hear? How did they respond? 
They didn’t just believe Paul, they accepted that Paul’s words carried divine
authority.

We’re all thankful when people listen to us. Paul is saying more than this. 
He was delighted that they believed that the human words of Paul were 
actually the words of God himself. 

Let this sink in. Paul is saying that God can use human words to be his 
words. That is, it is possible to hear or read human words and know that 
they have divine authority. 

People often think that for God to speak they must either hear a voice from 
the sky or some sort of inner voice in their heads or feel some sort of 
mystical, hard to pin down sensation.

Paul writes, “You received the word of God, which you heard from us.”

This doesn’t mean that every human word is a word from God. But it shows
us that God can use human words to be his words.

This doesn’t mean that God somehow zapped Paul and took control of 
Paul without their will and they become less than human. No God is in such
total control over everything that the words Paul said were exactly what 
God wanted.

Paul is an apostle that’s why his words are God’s words. Which other 
words are God’s words? The Christian claim is that the words we find in the
Bible are.

How can we know if the Bible is God’s Word?

Ultimately God convinces us. Notice that Paul thanks God that they have 
received his words as God’s Word. It is a miracle. 



There are also human reasons. God commonly uses these.

How would you know something is red wine?

 Does it claim to be red wine?
 Does it look like red wine?
 Does it taste like red wine?

What about the Bible?

 Does it claim to be the Word of God?
 Does it look like the Word of God?

o What it says. Wisdom and insight. 
o How it holds together. 

 Does it do what it claims? 
o Transforming people and communities. 

What are the implications of this truth?

How we treat the words of the Bible.

Do we go to the Bible as the place we are confident of hearing God speak?

 Do we listen to them and obey them? Comprehensibly and quickly.
 Memorise it, meditate on it, minister with it. 

Are you content with the words of the Bible? Or do we think these aren’t 
good enough?

Are you confident that the Bible is all we need? What if God doesn’t tell us 
something. He is happy for us to make a decision. He loves it when we 
grow up and choose. This is so liberating. 

Second, why should we listen to God speak? (Vs 13b-16)

This might seem like a no brainer.

If the Queen phoned to chat, I doubt you would ask, what she wanted to 
talk to you about as you are quite busy.

Why listen to God? At one level, we should listen because he’s God and 
he is talking.

But let me give you the reason Paul mentions at the end of verse 13. Read 
verse 13b.

It’s not just about information, it’s about transformation. God’s Word is 
doing something. 

We long to change. We turn to so many different pills and potions and 
philosophies and psychologists. But so many neglect the powerful word of 
God, which can change us in the three h’s.

 Head
 Heart
 Hands

For example, let’s consider anger. How will the Word of God change us? It 
reveals a problem. We admit we can’t handle it. It diagnoses why. It gives 
us promises and focus. It changes our thinking and our heart.

It takes times for God’s Word to change us. We need to trust God’s timing. 
Every time you have heard God’s Word and believed it, it is doing a work in
your life and in our community. What a motivation to continue to listen!

The Word of God was doing a particular work in the Thessalonians.

Look at verse 14. Read verses 14-16.

These verses might sound stark to you.

Why is God so upset? People are being stopping from hearing the gospel 
by religious people. 

Say a scientist had discovered a cure for cancer. They wanted the pills 
distributed free of charge through funding of a benefactor. But then certain 
pharmaceutical companies try and sabotage this. How would the scientist 
and the benefactor respond? How would you respond?



When Paul was writing it was a number of Jewish leaders who were trying 
to stop the gospel. As a result, we’re told that the wrath of God had come 
upon them. No one is quite sure what this means. Perhaps something 
particularly awful that happened in AD 49.

But religious leaders are frequently trying to stop God’s Word the Bible 
being spread. 

At one time it was Roman Catholic leaders who under Queen Mary buried 
Christian leaders like Thomas Cranmer at the stake because he wanted 
everyone to hear the Gospel message that anyone could be saved simply 
by trusting the Lord Jesus Christ and not having to rely on religious 
ceremonies like mass.

In the middle of the 18th century it was the Church of England’s turn to 
persecute its own -men like John Wesley and George Whitefield who had 
the front to preach in other parishes without permission so that people 
could be saved, which they were. Some of the Methodist preachers had 
glass ground into their eyes, their houses burnt down – and sometimes this
was with the support of jealous clergy.

Friends, it will happen again and we must expect it. It is normal. 

For the Thessalonians God enabled them to preserve with great joy when 
the pressure was on. He will do it again for us. 

We need to keep on spreading it because it is God’s power to save people.
They can know God. They can be transformed by God’s powerful Word.

We need to be creative in how we do this.

So let’s not give up. We don’t have a silent heaven. So let’s spread God’s 
Word as far as we can.

Let’s pray.


