
Gospel Power 
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 

 
In many different areas of life it’s vital to know what is normal. 
 

 When learning to drive, what should the engine sound like as you 
are driving along? If it sounds like this…then might be time to 
change gear? 

 What is normal for child development? We always compare. 
 What is normal behaviour for children at 4.30pm? You know that 30 

minutes before dinner when they are tired and hungry? 
 What is normal behaviour if someone in a UK street bumps into 

you? 
 
Today our question is, what is normal Christian behaviour? How should 
every Christian live?  
 
Of course we’re all different. God in his wisdom has given us different 
capabilities and different capacities. That’s okay. In fact, when we work 
together in partnership, that’s a beautiful thing. But even though we are 
different there are some things that should be identical for all Christians. 
That’s our big question this morning. What should be normal for every 
single Christian? 
 
Let me just say as a headline that the answer we’ll discover will… 
 

 Be an encouragement for many 
 Be a challenge for some 
 Will help answers questions for others 

 
We’ll find our answer in the first 10 verses of the New Testament letter 
called 1 Thessalonians.  
 
Watch the video for an excellent introduction to how it is structured. It’s 
really exciting to see how God’s Spirit inspired the apostle Paul as he wrote 
it. Two halves – celebration and challenge. 
 
This morning our focus will be on God’s big purpose for these first ten 
verses. What is this? In these verses God wants to show us normal 
Christian behaviour. 

 

 Normal Christian Behaviour - the model (Vs 1-3) 

 Normal Christian Behaviour - the reason (Vs 4-10) 

 Normal Christian Behaviour - the gap 

First, the model (Vs 1-3) 
 
Look at verse 1. Read verses 1-3. 
 
 Your work produced by faith 
 Your labour prompted by love 
 Your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ 
 
First, your work produced by faith 
 
A Christian is someone who has faith in the Lord Jesus. Not a good person 
trying to achieve a certain level of moral performance. Someone who trusts 
in Jesus as Lord and Saviour.  
 
True faith results in action. Or work. 
 
We have a new boss. No Christian is unemployed. We are serve the 
Lord Jesus Christ whether any human pays us or not.  
 
It has so many dimensions because Jesus is ruler over all areas. Like a 
house restoration project. 
 
What is this work in 1 Thessalonians? More explicit gospel work – that 
kind of activity that is motivated by faith in Jesus.  
 
 What we talk about. Godly speech. Gospel speech. 
 What we do with our time, talents and treasures.  

o Gospel projects. 
o Setting up chairs. 
o Making the tea 
o Practicing music 
o Laminating pictures for children’s work 
o Hospitality 
o Doing a job honesty and efficiently without complaining.  

All this is produced by faith. 



 
What does it feel like to work for Jesus?  
 
Your labour prompted by love 
 
You’ll feel tired and will be more stressed.  
 
What is the normal picture of being a Christian? Not sitting in a spa pool 
with a glass of wine. It’s the tired road builder at the end of a hard shift.  
 
We are frequently tempted to encourage Christians to not do too much. 
There are dangers here. But we need to realise it’s okay to feel tired and a 
bit frazzled. 
 
The ministry of a messy house. Amanda Robbie.  
 
What will help you labour? Love. Love for the Jesus who loved you. 
 
The Christian life is cross-shaped! 
 
How will we keep on going? 
 
Your endurance inspired by hope in the Lord Jesus Christ 
 
What keeps marathon runners going? Something about the end. Running 
around the stadium. The applause.  
 
What should keep us going? When every part of us wants to choose the 
comfortable alternative? Remember the end. Jesus is coming back. 
 
So here friends is what I want to tell you is the normal Christian life. For 
every follower of Jesus. 
 
 Work produced by faith 
 Labour prompted by love 
 Endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ 
 
Is this normal? Or only for some Christians? Let me show you the reason 
this is expected of all followers of Jesus. 
 
Second, the reason (Vs 4-10) 

 
This is what we discover in the next section. 
 
Look at verse 4. Read verse 4. 
 
The first word is crucial – for.  
 
Here’s why all this has happened. The reason is because you got 
converted. Because you are real Christians. 
 
What does conversion mean? 
 
 You have been chosen by God.  

 
We often say ‘Someone has made a decision for Christ.’ That’s true. But 
behind all things is the truth that for anyone to become a Christian God has 
made a decision for them. 
 
 How does he know? Look at verse 5. 
 
The gospel came with words. 
 
‘Preach the gospel and if necessary use words.’ Try saying, ‘Food the 
hungry and if necessary use food.’ 
 
Not just words. With power. With the Holy Spirit. Deep convictions. 
Different sides of the same coins. Different aspects of the same jewel.  
 
He is not describing another miraculous event. He is describing the 
miraculous conversion of anyone who becomes a Christian. 
 
Do you ever wonder why two different people can hear the same message 
and respond in different ways? Here is the answer! 
 
Not just talking about conversion. Making disciples.  
 
That’s why Paul continues in verse 5…Read verses 5b-10 
 
They became a model to all the believers. Not some. All. Why? Because 
the reason they live like this is because of the gospel change in their lives. 
This is normal Christian Behaviour. 



 
The Lord’s message rang out. That’s what happens when the gospel 
comes to you and penetrates deep inside You want to get it out. You may 
be scared. You may not know how. But you want to.  
 
What did they say? They spoke about the gospel. Not just in general. But 
the gospel they had believed. 
 
Third, the gap 
 
Why are we different from this? Not all of us all the time in the same areas. 
But none of us are perfect. 
 
Not mind the gap. Fill the gap. 
 
 Lack of gospel outreach.  

 
o What are we trusting in? 
o Practical help? 
o The love of the community? 
o Have we forgotten the power of God’s Word? 

 
 The content of our message.  

 
o Not just what we say but what we don’t say 
o Are we scared people will be put off? 
o What’s your theology of conversion? 
o Join the dots in the right way 

 
 Our lack of work. Our lack of labour.  

 
o Forgotten the love of Christ?  
o Forgotten the return of Christ? 

 
 
 
 
 
In conclusion 
 
This is normal Christian behaviour. 

 
 Anyone can be changed 
 Everyone must be changed 
 
Start today.  
 
Continue today. 
 
Make the small decisions each day that lead to work for Christ that is tiring 
and lasting. 
 
 


