
Who is the Good Samaritan?
Luke 10:25-37

Do you ever look at what someone is doing and say to 
yourself, “I wouldn’t do it like that.”

The situations where such a thought might occur are huge. 

 Witnessing how parents are looking after their children.
You might be out and about in town and hear a parent 
desperately threaten to take their little darling home if 
they do that again.

 Or maybe it’s watching sport on TV. We become arm 
chair critics and experts, don’t we? One of my favourite
memories of this was watching the gymnastics at the 
London Olympic Games a few years ago with a box of 
chocolate. If there wasn’t a perfect landing I would be 
thinking, “I don’t think I would do it like that.”

This week I found myself saying it again. I wasn’t watching TV
or in town. No I was reading my Bible. In fact, I was preparing 
to preach on Luke chapter 10. As I listened to Jesus’ 
conversation with the lawyer we meet in this part of the Bible, 
I found myself saying, “I don’t think I would do it like this 
Jesus.”

This is not a good place to be in, to find yourself in conflict 
with Jesus. In fact, even thinking that Jesus has got it wrong. 

What do we do when we find ourselves in a situation like this?

First, remember who Jesus. He doesn’t make mistakes. 
Second, remember who we are. Finite and proud. We often 
make mistakes. 

When you do this, we will have the motivation and the humility
to listen closely to what Jesus says and does, and learn 
lessons from our Lord and Saviour.

So this morning I want to show you why Jesus says what he 
does to the expert lawyer - why he asks the questions he 
does and why he provides the answers that we read.

As we do this let me promise you that we’ll discover 
uncomfortable truths about ourselves but delightful truths 
about Jesus.

If you look at verse 25 you’ll see the question that kicks off 
the whole conversation. Read verse 25.

The reason for his question is horrific. He stood up to test 
Jesus. Who does he think he is? It’s an outrageous attitude!

But putting his motivation to one side, he does ask a great 
question. A deep question. A vital question. How do I get 
eternal life? More precisely, what must I do to inherit eternal 
life?

Crucially for this man, getting into heaven, getting in the right 
with God, is all about his performance. He is like a 
committed person who is passionate about looking after 
a rich neighbour because he wants to be written into their
will.



How would you have answered this?

I would have focused on the difference between what we do 
and what Jesus has done. It’s all about Jesus.

Listen to how Jesus answered the question. Read verse 26. 
First, he asks a question. Second, he focuses on the law
Before we panic let’s stick with Jesus and watch the master 
evangelist in action. 

In verse 27 the lawyer answers by giving a perfect summary 
of the law, from two OT passages (Lev 19 and Deu 6). In fact,
he summarises the law in exactly the same way as Jesus 
does. 

Listen to Jesus’ response, verse 28. You have answered 
correctly. Do this and you will live. 

Leaves us with lots of questions. What is Jesus doing? Is this 
salvation by works? Can this man do what the law says? 

Listen to his response in verse 29. Read verse 29.

He so desperately wants to be the one who makes himself 
right before God that he asks a question that reveals his true 
heart and his true condition. What’s the minimum I must do?

We ask this kind of question when we are lazy and insecure. 
He is not as confident now. He is worried. 

Boxing imagery. He is no longer strutting around with 
confident trying to knock down Jesus. No, he is on the ropes. 
Now it is the turn of Jesus to knock him down. 

Why would Jesus knock someone down? So he can pick him 
up.

In order to do this Jesus tells this famous story that we know 
as the Good Samaritan. 

It is frequently misunderstood. As if it is teaching a standard 
that is easily attainable. 
Not at all. This story is designed to reveal the true standards 
of love. And to show we do not and cannot meet them.

The lawyer wants to minimise who he should love. Jesus 
wants to show not just who to love but what it means to love 
our neighbour.

Who displays true neighbour love? The Samaritan. Costly, 
sacrificial love. That’s what it means to love your neighbour. 

Who does he love? His enemy. We are to love everyone like 
this.

But that isn’t how we love. 

Sometimes we are like the bandits. Sins of commission.

Often we are like the priest and the Levite. The ones who 
passed by. Priest and Levite. 



Notice the direction of travel. There are going away from 
Jerusalem. They had finished their duties. No excuse. 

Sins of omission. 

But we don’t love people like the Samaritan.

So when we hear Jesus say at the end of verse 37, “Go and 
do likewise” our response should not be, “Well that’s easy.” 
But, “Oh no, I don’t love even remotely close to that standard.”
And therefore, I don’t stand a chance of being justified before 
God if it’s based on my own moral performance.

This story is also designed to show us the costly, beautiful, 
compassion of Jesus.
Who is the Good Samaritan? It’s Jesus. 

Our enemy who came to rescue us at great cost to himself. 

In Christ we are to live like this. But I don’t think that’s the big 
point of this parable. 

Rather, it is supposed to drive us to our knees so that we will 
be driven to Jesus.

If we are not driven to Jesus we will be driven to despair. 

In conclusion

Why does Jesus speak so much of things we are to do? Not 
to encourage us to focus on our moral performance to earn a 
place in heaven. But instead to bring us up short. Put us in a 
position when we are crying out for someone to rescue us at 
great cost to himself. 

What’s your current position? What are you banking on for 
your eternal security?

Knowing Jesus has done this increases our gratitude and 
motivation to live for him and to do what he says.

. 


