
Did Jesus believe in judgement?
Luke 12:49-13:9

All of us prefer passing on information that makes someone 
feel happy rather than a piece of news that spoils their day. 

I don’t know if you’ve seen the TV Programme DIY SOS. It’s 
presented by Nick Knowles. It’s about trying to help a family 
whose life is very difficult and they don’t have the resources to
make their situation easier. So local builders, plumbers, 
electrician, gardeners and whoever all volunteer their services
and within days they transform the home. The family then are 
brought to their home, eyes closed so they don’t see anything 
and Nick Knowles takes them on a tour. It’s always a tear 
jerker. He gets to tell them and show them things that make 
them feel wonderful. 

That’s the kind of news we like to pass onto people. 

But sometimes this isn’t possible, is it? Because there is often 
this thing called the truth that we must deal with. 

The truth isn’t always pleasant to hear. Whether that’s telling 
your work colleague that they have bad breath, a job 
candidate that they haven’t got the position, or a cancer 
patent that there is nothing else that can be done. Now of 
course our manner is critical as we deliver the message, but 
sometimes the very message, regardless of how compassion 
you sound or how many hugs you provide, is not something 
that makes us feel good. Sometimes the truth hurts. 

Today as we focus on God’ Word the Bible, I have two truths 
that I need to tell you about. None of them will make you feel 
good. 

More accurately, initially none of them will make you feel 
good. But ultimately they will as they will help us see more 
clearly who Jesus is and what he has done.

What are they?

 Judgement is coming (12:49-59)
 Repentance is vital (13:1-9)

First, judgement is coming (12:49-59)

It is easy to misunderstand or misrepresent the real person of 
Jesus who really lived 2000 years ago. The most popular way 
of doing this is to ascribe what is the prevailing worldview of 
our time onto Jesus. In this ways Jesus becomes an advocate
of our lifestyle. 

One of the most popular moods of our time is to allow 
everyone to pretty much choose their own preferences in life 
and never find yourself stating that anyone else is wrong. 
Different perhaps, but who are we to judge?

Listen to what we read in verse 49. Read verse 49. 

Fire in the bible can refer to the purifying work of the Holy 
Spirit in the work of a Christian. It can also refer to the fierce 
fire of God’s judgement against human sin. What is it here? 
Here the context helps us to understand Jesus’ words. He is 
speaking of the final Judgement Day when all of humanity will 
be held accountable for how they have lived. He will be the 
Judge.



This doesn’t sit well with a culture that says, “It’s my life, it’s 
up to me how I live it.” Jesus says, “It’s not your life. I am your 
Creator. I own your life and I have given it to you. And I really 
care what you do with it. Because of this, one day I will hold 
you accountable.”

News of a day of judgement doesn’t make us feel good. 
Although we might like to deny there is such a thing or assure 
ourselves that we are fairly good people who will survive 
some divine scrutiny, deep down we know we won’t. 

We might like the idea of divine justice for those we deem as 
particularly bad. But the only position we want to occupy in the
divine courtroom is the public gallery. We dread the prospect 
of appearing in the dock.

Friends, this is the promise of the Bible. Justice will be done. 
But justice will be done to us. 

Did you notice that as Jesus spoke verse 49 something was 
holding him back? He wished it was already kindled. Why 
wasn’t it? Look at verse 50. Read verse 50. 

This cannot be referring to Jesus’ water baptism by John the 
Baptist for the obvious reason that this had already happened.
It’s referring to his death on the cross. 

The image of being immersed in water is used to describe
being under the torrents of God’s judgement. 

Jesus is going to experience this voluntarily as someone who 
didn’t deserve it.

Why? So that none of us ever has to experience it.

A child playing on road against instructions. Car coming 
towards them. The loving parents puts themselves in the way 
of the car and bears the impact so they will be safe.

Jesus ensured the baptism of the cross so that we will never 
have to experience the baptism of God’s judgement on the 
final day.

Does this sound like the Jesus you know? Or want to 
speak about with other people? 

I love what we read next in verse 51. Jesus anticipates our 
internal objections and asks a question. Read verse 51a. 

How would you answer this? We’ve sung Hark the Herald 
Angels Sing. Peace on Earth and mercy mild. We’ve read 
Luke chapter 2:14. 

What does Jesus say? No, I tell you, but division. And then he
lists some of the most intimate divisions we can think of. 

What does he mean? Jesus is not someone appearing in a 
beauty pageant. He came into the world to tell the truth about 
humanity, sin, judgement and salvation. That would result in 
division amongst people. Yes there would be much peace but 
people would divide over this message of judgement and 
salvation.

The message of the gospel brings peace between sinners and
their Sovereign but divides sinners between themselves.

What will you do with this message that judgement is coming?

Read verses 57 to 59.



You would do all you could to avoid a desperate situation that 
you could not escape. 

This is what faces all of us. Jesus has made an escape 
possible.

So this is an earnest plea to face up to the truth and then 
come to Jesus as Lord and Saviour and ask for his 
forgiveness.

How do we do this? This brings me onto my second point. 

Second, repentance is vital (13:1-9)

Everyone is welcome at this church. No matter what your 
culture, country, class or convictions. 

This is different from saying that as we come to Jesus he will 
simply affirms everything we think and do. 

The truth is that we come as we are but we cannot stay as we
are.

The key word is repentance. Jesus mentions it twice in this 
section.

The context is a discussion about the problem of evil and 
suffering. 

Look at verse 1. Read verses 1-5.

 Human evil. Are they worse sinners?
o No. But unless you repent. Perish.

 An act of God. Natural disaster. Are they worse 
sinners?

o No. But unless you repent. Perish.

Jesus’ response is so different from many a Christian 
response to the problem of evil and suffering. We are often 
confused about what to say and don’t want to seem without 
compassion, so we often don’t really say much.

Jesus is clear, courageous and compassionate.

Two things to point out.

 The people who died were not worse sinners.

 They perished. You too will perish. Their greatest 
tragedy is that they died unforgiven. They now face 
God’s eternal judgement.

Jesus says this is what awaits us in the future. Unless we 
repent.

Wonderfully there is a way to avoid judgement. Not 
automatic. We must repent. 

What does this religious word mean? Literally means, change 
your mind.

Change your mind about who is in charge of your life. 
Surrender to Jesus.

 Discipleship starts with a decision 

 Sanctification happens after surrender



 Change follows commitment 

Repentance is more than regret. Or remorse. It leads to 
action. 

What does this mean for us?

First, have you repented? This is crucial for your eternal 
destiny.

If you do, you can expect division, even if you do all you can 
to be civil and courteous. Know that people are taking a 
position Jesus. 

Which division will be more costly? The potential division 
between families or the division between you and your 
Creator for ever?

Second, this news must shape our big priorities here at Trinity
Church. 

To know Jesus and make him known. Why? Because 
judgement is coming and repentance is vital. 

Let’s keep the main thing the main thing. Know Jesus and 
make him know.

As we view our friends and family. Allow this final day to 
give you courage to cross the pain line of evangelism.

Third, the coming judgement helps us to put our life in 
perspective. 

What is a successful life? Measure it by pondering the end 
Day not just the end of a normal day.

This can help us persevere when we are not particularly 
impressed with the details of our life. Is life boring? Too busy?
If you are a Christian then you are part of an exciting and 
necessary mission to rescue as many people as possible from
the coming judgement. 

This can also help us when we are seeking to prioritise the 
kingdom and feel pressure from others to calm down. 
Judgement is coming and repentance is vital.


