
Will heaven be boring?
Luke 14:1-24

How would you answer someone who said, “I hear what you say about 
Jesus, who he is and all that he has done on the cross to make forgiveness
and fellowship with God possible, but I’m going to wait until just before I die
to become a Christian?”

There are different ways of answering this question but most Christians I 
know immediately respond by telling the confident unbeliever that they 
don’t know when they will meet their Maker.

This is true. We may plan and plot. We may survey and scheme. But none 
of us knows when the bell will toll for us. 

This is the standard response but is it the right response. Let’s think why 
people say this. Unthinkingly we buy into the belief that knowing God now 
isn’t that great, and so the longer we can put off surrender to Jesus the 
better. We certainly don’t want to experience God’s judgement in hell but 
we want the maximum pleasure we can so why not wait until just before the
end? The danger for Christians is that we buy into the belief that God isn’t 
good when we simply talk about the uncertainty of our final breath. But that 
view needs to be challenged. In fact, it needs to be confronted head on. 
Not only does it rob us of a good life. It also steals glory from the God who 
deserves it.

Just imagine what would happen if a soldier who was being held 
prisoner by the enemy in disgusting and inhumane conditions was 
suddenly faced with a group of special forces from his own country. Can 
you imagine him asking them to come back a few months later because 
he’d like to stay in captivity for longer? 

Friends, anyone who delays becoming a Christian would be like such a 
prisoner of war. God is not the cosmic kill-joy in the sky. No, he is the God 
of infinite joy and he wants the best for us.

Sadly the culture around us so often portrays a pleasure filled life to be as 
far away from God as possible, when we are in charge and doing what we 
like. But the truth is very different. We have been made to need God and 
when Jesus is at the centre of our existence, life works as it was intended. 

At first glance Luke chapter 14 seems to be about heaven. It includes 
heaven but is first about a relationship with God that can be enjoyed now 
and which will last forever. 

It declares to us that if we want the most joyful life, the deepest life, the life 
that we were made for, which isn’t necessarily the most comfortable life or 
the most convenient life or the least criticised life, the way to get this is by 
following Jesus. 

There are two things I want to show you from Luke chapter 14.

 Following Jesus is something not to be missed (Vs 1-17)
 Following Jesus is something that can be missed (Vs 18-24)

First, following Jesus is something not to be missed (Vs 1-17)

The whole discussion takes place at a dinner party. I’m not sure if you like 
being invited out to someone else’s house for dinner. Why you have been 
invited is vital. 

We’re told in verse 1 that on the Sabbath Jesus had been invited out by a 
prominent Pharisee. Not because they like him. No he is  there to be 
trapped by his words and actions. 

It quickly becomes apparent that Jesus hasn’t read dinner party etiquette 
and especially the chapter on how not to upset your host. Jesus goes on 
the attack. An awkward silence rapidly consumes the room.

Normally in these situations one brave soul decides to end the miserable 
quietness. The same was true at the party we read about in Luke chapter 
14.  Look at verse 15.

Jesus had just mentioned the resurrection of the righteous. The ultimate 
end. 

A pious individual essentially says, “Absolutely what a day that will be. 
That’s the feast you really want to be part of us.”

That’s when Jesus says something that is dynamite in terms of it 
significance but which can be easily missed. Look at verse 16. Read 
verses 16 and 17.



Notice that Jesus doesn’t say – everything is almost ready but 
everything is now ready. 

The door of the long-awaited and the long-anticipated feast is now open – 
so come inside. 

Jewish custom was to let people know that a party was being planned. 
Then when it was ready the servants were sent to tell the guests to come 
along.

This is what had happened in the OT. The great rebellion followed by the 
promise of the great rescuer. Then detail was added over the years by the 
prophets. Jesus arrives. Everything is now ready. Come and experience 
what was promised long ago. It can be tasted in the here and now.

This reminds us of the importance of Jesus.

 Identity. The final and full revelation of God. 
 The final completed work of Jesus. Everything has been done by 

him.

It teaches us about the nature of salvation.

 Salvation is presented as someone throwing a great party for many 
guests.

 Relationship.
 It’s a feast not a funeral. Two applications. 

o I’ll wait until the end. Don’t. The feast is here. 
o Remember the character of God when his ways are out of 

sync with your preferences or the cultural mood. 
 Other people are invited. Many people will be there. It’s a corporate 

experience.
o We are plagued by individualism in the West.
o Christians who say that they have no time for church. 

Disobedience. Missing out on what God is offering.

In summary – following Jesus is something not to be missed. 

Many things to be missed in life – this isn’t one of them. Change your plans
if you need to.

Second, following Jesus is something that can be missed (Vs 18-24)

This brings us to the responses to the generous invitation. Verse 18.

Read verses 18-20.

What do you make of these three ‘reasons’?

They are different ways of politely saying no. They are excuses, not 
reasons. 

 I must go and see my field – Really?
 Five yoke of oxen – try them out? Really? Not done that before? 

Can’t it wait?
 Just got married? Bring her with you. It’s a feast!

In many cultures people won’t say no direct to your face. Some will say yes
and not mean it. In our culture, people will often say maybe when they 
mean no. Or make an excuse to hide their real answer.

Let me point out something really sobering in all this – look at verse 24. 
Let this sink in. The ones who were invited but who refused to come will not
get a taste of the banquet. They will miss out on salvation.

Why have many churches lost their zeal to evangelise? They don’t believe 
this. They are what we call universalists. 

This danger lurks at the centre of our hearts. How are we tempted to 
response when the ‘good’ person we know dies? Can we really bring 
ourselves to say that they will not be in heaven?

Whatever reason or excuse is made, whether the person focuses instead 
on property, work or relationships – we’re told here that everyone who 
refuses to come to Jesus will miss out on a relationship with God forever.

As you are letting this sink in, let me show you something else. Look at 
how the master who is throwing the party responds to the news that some 
have refused to come. Look at verse 21. Read verses 21-23.



Four things to point out.

First, an original meaning to Jesus’ Jewish hearers. The Jewish nation 
rejected their Messiah on mass. But the gospel would go out, as it was 
promised, to the Gentiles. Further and further out.

Second, notice that the servant is told to go.

Not wait and see who comes. 

Likewise we do must go. 

Evangelism Team. Not to do all the evangelism for us but to ensure that we
do all we can to regularly get the message out through us the messengers. 

We want to do this regularly and creatively. 

Third, notice the different types of people who are invited to the feast. All 
types.

Messy Church. Every church is messy. 

People have messy lives. The gospel will save people. Don’t be downcast 
or despondent. People will bring their messy lives with them. 

This will mean that church will be less comfortable and more challenging. It
will be beautifully diverse and Jesus will get more honour.

Fourth, notice that the servant is told to compel them.

Spend himself as he seeks to persuade that the feast is really that good 
and it is really for them.

We often have to persuade people that this is something not to be missed. 

We also have to persuade some that Jesus really is for them.


