
Who can go to heaven?
Luke 14:25-35

Just after I left school I had a summer job selling car insurance on the 
phone. Huge building. Electronic score boards with buzzers. Our team was
the summer team so all we got was a small white board with a marker pen. 
The golden rule of selling lots of insurance policies was not about having 
the gift of the gab or being really nice. It was about having the cheapest 
price. 

The lower the price more will buy.

The price can only go so low. There is a cost that needs to be paid. 

If you don’t pay enough in life then there will be consequences later.

Buying house insurance. You need to estimate the total cost of a rebuild. 
Get this wrong and you won’t have enough cover if disaster strikes.

We need to know what something really costs.

The same is true with Christianity. Many Christians are tempted to lower 
the price so more will buy. But if we do that there will be consequences 
further down the track. 

Today we’re thinking about the cost of following Jesus. Two questions.

 What is the cost? (Vs 25-27)
 When should we think about it? (Vs 28-35)

First, what is the cost? (Vs 25-27)

Three things are highlighted by Jesus. 

 Family conflict
 Personal comfort
 Public contempt

First, family conflict. 

Look at verse 25. Read verses 25 and 26.

What would you have advised Jesus to do in this scenario? Suppose you 
were his media consultant or his speech writer, what would you have 
written for him to say?

Suppose Jesus had shown you his script ahead of time, what would you 
have changed? What would you have encouraged him to take out?

His words sound very harsh, what does he mean?

 We mustn’t misunderstand his words. 
 We mustn’t minimise his words.

What has been said elsewhere? Honour parents. Love your enemies. 
What Jesus can’t mean. Don’t misunderstand Jesus.

Let’s not minimise his words. This is tough. It’s about priorities. 

Prioritising loving Jesus above all else brings family conflict.

Jesus as a hobby doesn’t but following him as our top priority does. This 
produces clashes with our time, treasures and talents. 

Our temptation is to give in to the demands of family but that is not for their 
good or for the glory of Christ. 

We need to be freshly convinced that following Jesus as the top priority is 
better for our families. They don’t always see it like that but we must.

The poem read at my wedding. 

Lest your love become a fool's facade,
Be sure to love her less than God.

The greatest gift you give your wife
Is loving God above her life.



And thus I bid you now to bless:
Go love her more by loving less.
What happens if we don’t get this clear? We will be divided and distracted.

Getting on a dragon boat in Peasholm Park. What’s the most dangerous 
time? One foot on the bank and one on the boat. 

Second, the cost of following Jesus is personal comfort

Look at the end of verse 26. Read verse 26b.

It is painful to love Jesus above all things. 

In some countries the pain is ending of your physical life. For some it is 
physical violence. Imprisonment. No jobs. How is our personal comfort 
impacted? Time and treasure.

Going out to the prayer meeting after a long day. It is good for us. But it is a
sacrifice of our personal comfort. 

Giving sacrificially to see the church grow. This means we cannot spend 
our money on other things.

Third, following Jesus results in public contempt

Look at verse 27. Read verse 27.

You didn’t carry your cross in private. It was a public walking through the 
streets and this resulted in mockery. 

We hate being mocked so we will aim to minimise this as much as we can. 

We need to ensure we are not mocked from the wrong things. But 
authentic Christianity will bring mockery and hostility. 

 It speaks of sin
 It speaks of a saviour

The way we are tempted to avoid mockery is by minimising both these 
aspects. 

Ever listened to the respectable thought for the day on Radio 2? No 
mocking there. All fun and laughter with them not at them. Why? The 
distinctive truths of Christianity are not taught. In fact, it’s becoming almost 
impossible to distinguish the different religions from each other. They have 
all morphed into something else. 

When we are mocked for being Christians in a public way and we think we 
are doing something wrong, just remember who we are following and what 
happened to him!

Second, when should we think about the cost? (Vs 28-35)

Look at verse 28. Read verses 28-32. Notice the reference to first.

We want to…

 Lower the price so more will buy. 
 Talk about it later.

Jesus is more like the explorer Ernest Shackleton who is supposed to have
once put a recruitment advert in a newspaper that said this:

Men wanted for hazardous journey. Low wages, bitter cold, long hours of 
complete darkness. Safe return doubtful. Honour and recognition in event 
of success

Don’t think about becoming a Christian forever. It takes a different amount 
of time for different people. But do think about the cost up front. 

Otherwise, down the line there will be consequences. You’ll feel you were 
misinformed and so give up on following Jesus. So get your expectations 
right.

How can we be encouraged to speak plainly about the cost as Christians?

 Jesus says to do it.
 Trust God is sovereign.



o We think people will walk away from Jesus if we tell them 
hard truths. Let’s not forget our doctrine of salvation. God is 
using his truth to win people for himself. It’s a matter of trust.

In conclusion

Why follow Christ given the cost?

Because of Christ.

 Christ is the greatest treasure

 Christ has paid the greatest price

Motto of many a missionary: If Jesus Christ be God and died for me, 
then no sacrifice can be too great for me to make for him. 

Verse 35: Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear. 


