
 China in Zambia  

 

Warm-up Starter 

1. On this world map, colour in China and Zambia. 

2. Below the map, jot down 10 words that you think best describe the economies of China and 

Zambia. 
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Task – assessing the impact of Chinese investment in Zambia 

You will need to have a print-out of the following two articles: 

a) What lies ahead for China-Zambia relations, Zambia Reports, April 10th 2015: 

http://zambiareports.com/2015/04/10/what-lies-ahead-for-china-zambia-relations/  

 

b) Zambia bears the brunt of China’s economic slowdown, Financial Times, September 9th 

2015: http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/065afc1e-556b-11e5-a28b-

50226830d644.html#axzz3sgIQfvkx  

 

Read the articles and then use them to answer the following questions. 

1. To what extent is China’s relationship with Zambia new? 

2. What principles underpin Chinese investment in Zambia, according to Chinese officials? 

3. What do you understand the term “win-win situation” to mean? 

4. What change in Zambia in 1991 prompted the Zambia government to seek an increase in 

inwards FDI? 

5. How does increased FDI into Zambia help Zambia to improve its trade relations with other 

African countries? 

6. What type of FDI has the Chinese government carried out in Zambia? 

7. Why do some economists think that China’s approach to developing its own country might 

not work in African countries? 

8. What problems have been caused by China’s investment into Zambia? Give specific 

examples to support your answer. 

9. How have labour laws in Zambia adapted in order to mitigate some of the concerns of 

Zambians with regards to their employment? 

10. Why is it important for Zambia that Chinese companies use local labour where possible? 

11. Why is Zambia’s dependence on mining and exporting copper potentially dangerous for its 

economy and level of development? 

12. What evidence is there in the case studies that multinational companies are affected by 

government decisions on tax? 

13. Summarise the impact of slowing economic growth in China on the Zambian economy. 

14. In your view, is the overall impact of Chinese investment in Zambia positive or negative? 

Justify your answer. 
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