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Courses	covered	
Code Title UCAS Code 

BSBEC Economics with an Eastern Language L1T9 
 
You can find full details of your course in the Programme Specification. 

Important	points	
• Students study either Mandarin or Japanese alongside Economics. Find out more about 

studying a language below. 

Expected	workload	
In the UK, a full time student is expected to spend 1200 hours on their studies each year. Please 
find below an estimate of how your time will be spent on this course during each year of study. 
 

 
Lectures, 
seminars, 
tutorials 

Independent 
study Placement 

Actual or 
Estimated 

Year 1 27% 73% 0% Actual 

Year 2 16% 84% 0% Actual 

Placement 
Year (Optional) 

0% 0% 100% Actual 

Final Year 16% 84% 0% Estimated 

Method	of	assessment	

 Written Exam Coursework Practical Actual or 
Estimated 

Year 1 19% 69% 12% Actual 

Year 2 37% 47% 16% Actual 

Final Year 19% 61% 20% Estimated 
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Additional	expenses	

Description Year Mandatory/ 
Optional Estimated cost 

Books 
 
Undergraduate study requires extensive reading and 
access to reference works. Recommended texts are 
available in the Learning Resources Centre, 
however availability may be limited so students may 
wish to purchase their own copies. The average 
price of a recommended text is approximately £50, 
although you may be able to buy second-hand 
copies. 
 

ALL Optional Varied 

Level 5 Study Abroad 
 
There may be a tuition fee charge for a study abroad 
year. Further details are available in the attached 
‘Fees and Finance’ policy.  
 

2 Optional Dependent on 
location 

Placement/Study Abroad Year 
 
The University does not charge tuition fees for their 
placement year but may incur additional costs i.e. 
travel and accommodation. 
 
There may be a tuition fee charge for a study abroad 
year. Further details are available in the attached 
‘Fees and Finance’ policy.  
 

3 Optional Dependent on 
location 

 
 



 
 

Studying a language 
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English may be the preferred language of the business world but studying a second language can 
give you a huge advantage when it comes to job hunting. It also opens up exciting opportunities 
for working abroad. 

Which	languages	can	I	study?	
You can study the following languages at the University of Hertfordshire 
 

 Beginners 
Route A 

Intermediate 
Route B 

Advanced 
Route C 

French Yes Yes Yes 

German Yes Yes Yes 

Spanish Yes Yes Yes 

Japanese Yes No No 

Mandarin Chinese Yes No No 

What	level	am	I	eligible	for?		
What I have What I can do 

No prior knowledge/ less than GCSE grade C Beginners (Route A) 

GCSE grade A* – C or A1 grade D, E or equivalent Intermediate (Route B) 

A2 pass or equivalent or A1 grade A – C or equivalent Advanced (Route C) 

	
You can only join a language class at a level commensurate to your prior knowledge or 
qualifications. For example: 
 

• If you have a GCSE German grade C or above, you are only eligible for intermediate 
level, Route B. 

• If you have an A-level Mandarin, you are not eligible to take Mandarin, as we don’t offer 
it at advanced level, Route C. 

• If you have a Japanese GCSE, grade C, you are not eligible to take Japanese from the 
first year. You may be able to join a Japanese class in the second year or the final year, 
following assessment of your level. The same would apply to Mandarin. 

• If you have lived in a French speaking country and studied in French at secondary 
school level, you are not eligible to take French as you have already achieved advanced 
level. 

• If you are a native/near native speaker but without any developed skills in writing the 
language, you are still not eligible to take a class in that language. 
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We reserve the right to assess your language level on arrival and you may be advised to attend an 
alternative route. If you’re not eligible for a language you’ve previously studied because we do not 
offer a route appropriate to your level, we encourage you to take an alternative language to 
broaden your skills even further. 
  
If you are unsure about your eligibility to study a language, but please contact the Admissions 
Tutor to discuss further. 

How	will	I	study?		
You will spend two or three hours a week in class depending on the size of the group. Our classes 
usually start with an interactive lecture, followed by the opportunity to practice in small-group 
seminars and language lab sessions. You’ll also be given directed learning tasks to work on at 
home each week. 
 
Attendance at all scheduled learning and teaching sessions is required on this module. If 
attendance falls below 75% but not lower than 50% and the student passes the assessment, the 
module grade will be capped at the pass mark. If attendance falls below 75% and a student fails 
the assessment, or attendance falls below 50%, the student will normally be deemed to have 
failed the module at the first attempt and will not be permitted to undertake referred assessment in 
the module. (Unless there is serious adverse circumstances (SAC), and evidence together with a 
SAC form have been submitted, and this has been accepted.) This requirement maybe modified 
for students with long-term conditions in order to meet the requirements of disability legislation and 
support students. 

How	much	will	I	spend	on	books?	
All language classes make full use of the resources offered by the internet. Our intranet called 
StudyNet also provides plenty of opportunities for accessing a wide range of materials. Depending 
on the level / language course you will be taking, you may be asked to buy a course book or a 
grammar book. This should not exceed £60 a year. 

Spending	a	year	abroad	
As part of your studies, you can also spend a year in a country where your chosen language is 
spoken, studying at one of our partner universities and / or working. This will take place before you 
commence your final year, subject to meeting pre-requisites and the confirmation of a suitable 
institution or employer. 
 
Learn more about spending a year abroad. 

Careers	
Learning a foreign language at any level can really open up your career opportunities, and it’s not 
just specialist occupations like translation, interpreting and teaching which you can go into. 
Practically any job can involve languages, whether it’s based in the UK or overseas. You could 
work in law, banking or insurance; the media, creative industries or PR; marketing, the civil service 
or manufacturing. 
 


