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Almaty Acclamation of Mayors: Cities at the frontline of health and well-being for all 

 

Reaffirming the commitment 

1. We, the participants of the WHO Healthy Cities Summit of Mayors, through this Almaty 

Acclamation of Mayors, on 24 October 2018, forty years later, reaffirm our commitment 

to the definition of health in the WHO constitution, the values and principles of a 

primary health care approach as enshrined in the Alma Ata Declaration (1978), and 

the notion that health and well-being of the people is one of the most important social 

goals requiring engagement from all sectors. We recognise that of the utmost 

importance is the role cities, urban places, and local governments in achieving them.  

Leading by example 

2. We acknowledge that cities contribute to this pursuit in many ways, including by 

creating the physical, social, cultural, and economic places and environments that 

facilitate improved health and well-being; by supporting primary health care and local 

services, including social and education services, that contribute to the development 

of human capital; and by growing and nurturing thriving, empowered, and resilient 

communities that are engaged and involved in the decisions that affect them and their 

future. We will lead by example.  

 

Realizing the vision 

4. Through this statement, we reaffirm our commitment to the Copenhagen Consensus 

of Mayors: Healthier and Happier Cities for All, that was adopted at the WHO 

European Healthy Cities Network Summit of Mayors in Copenhagen, Denmark on 12-

13 February 2018, and the Shanghai Consensus on Healthy Cities, adopted at the 

WHO 9th Global Conference on Health Promotion held in Shanghai, China, on 21-24 

November 2016. These places cities, urban places, and local governments, at the 

centre of the pursuit of improved health and well-being for all. We will be the 

implementers. 

 

Healthy Cities: the golden child of Alma-Ata 

10. Healthy Cities is based on the values and principles that also underpin primary health 

care; equity, justice, community engagement, empowerment, participation, and 

collaboration. It provides a vehicle to ensure these values permeate through healthy 

cities, and are transposed through the network across the region.  

11. The Alma-Ata Declaration and primary health care requires engagement with people 

and communities. Cities and the local level are closer to the people than the national 

level. It is through our cities and local government that we can engage, empower, and 

involve all people in the decisions that affect their health and well-being through whole-

of-government and whole-of-society approaches. We will use services and all means 

available to us to reach out and engage people.  

 

 

http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/376833/almaty-acclamation-mayors-eng.pdf?ua=1


Healthy cities: From local to global and global to local  

12. Healthy cities implement global policies at the local level, and ensure local priorities 

are present at the global level. Cities are global actors, and through city health 

diplomacy it is necessary to ensure that there is coherence horizontally across 

government, and vertically between all levels of government, from the international 

level through to the city, municipal, and local levels, as this is where implementation 

happens and interaction with people occurs. The WHO Healthy Cities Network 

facilitates this cycle from global to local to global. 


