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The EU Pledge is a voluntary initiative launched by leading food and beverage 

companies to change food and beverage advertising on TV, print and internet to 

children under the age of twelve in the European Union. 

 

The EU Pledge commitments 

The EU Pledge is a framework initiative whereby signatories are committed to 

changing the way they advertise to children under 12 years old by respecting the two 

following requirements:  

1. No advertising of products to children under 12 years, except for products which 

fulfil specific nutrition criteria based on accepted scientific evidence and/or 

applicable national and international dietary guidelines. 

2. No communication related to products in primary schools, except where 

specifically requested by, or agreed with, the school administration for 

educational purposes. 

 

EU Pledge nutrition criteria: Implementing common criteria for companies advertising 

to children under 12 

The EU Pledge is a voluntary initiative and as such, it is able to respond promptly to 

new challenges and evolving consumers’ expectations. Since its adoption in 2007, the 

EU Pledge has significantly enhanced its commitment by increasing the types of 

media covered and by increasing its membership.  

EU Pledge member companies embarked in 2012 on an ambitious project to respond 

to concerns regarding the nutrition criteria applied by those companies that chose to 

continue advertising certain of their products to children under 12. Until now, members 

used company-specific nutrition criteria which, although science-based, raised 

potential problems of transparency and consistency. The EU Pledge therefore 

committed to developing common criteria, applicable only to those companies that 

currently use nutrition criteria. The criteria will not be applicable to companies that do 

not advertise any of their products to children under 12. 

3. The common EU Pledge nutrition criteria were developed on the basis of 

available international guidance and underpinned by some key principles 

agreed at the outset, including: a firm scientific basis; comprehensiveness; ability 

to make a difference; appropriateness in an EU-wide context; suitability for 

validation; and a clear and communicable rationale. 

http://www.eu-pledge.eu/sites/eu-pledge.eu/files/reports/EU_Pledge_2012_Monitoring_Report.pdf

