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Statement to 71st World Health Assembly on the Director  report on health, 
environment and climate change,  

Agenda item 11.4, document A71/10 
 

Honourable chairperson, distinguished delegates, colleagues. Thank you for this opportunity 
to address the Assembly.  
 
The World Obesity Federation welcomes the Director-  report on health, 
environment and climate change, as well as the inclusion of climate change within the Draft 
WHO 13th General Programme of Work.  
 
We are increasingly aware that obesity, undernutrition and climate change exist alongside 
each other, interact and have common drivers. This creates a  Sy  which is one 
of the greatest risks to human and planetary health that we face today.  
 
Obesity, undernutrition and climate change are all driven by dysfunctions within the same 
systems  food, transport, urban design and land use. As mentioned in the Director  
report, more sustainable urban transport systems that promote public transport, cycling and 
walking would have benefits to both planetary and human health. There is also an urgent 
need to address our broken food system, with ever increasing low-nutrient processed foods, 
marketing of unhealthy food, intensive farming, and over-production driving obesity, 
undernutrition and climate change. Comprehensive and bold action is needed to tackle  
Global  head on, and policy priorities must draw upon existing areas of WHO work, 
including the Decade of Action on Nutrition, Sustainable Development Goals, Maternal 
Infant and Young Child Health and Non-communicable Diseases.  
 
We stand here today to make an urgent request of the WHO and Member States to take this 
Global Syndemic, which encompasses obesity, undernutrition and climate change, seriously. 
Addressing the social and commercial forces driving these threats could have major 
beneficial impacts, while a failure to take urgent action threatens the health, quality of life, 
and life expectancy of current and future generations, and the natural systems on which we 
depend. 

 


