
 

 

 

 

 

     17 May 2018 

 

Statement to the 71st World Health Assembly on Maternal, Infant and Young Child 
Nutrition,  

Agenda item 12.6, document A71/22 and A71/23 
 
The World Obesity Federation welcomes the World Health Organization
Member States with safeguarding against possible conflicts of interest in nutrition 
programmes. We encourage Member States to adopt strong policies and processes to 
ensure that the health of their citizens is put at the forefront of all policy decisions, and that 
the development of policies is not undermined by industry interference.  While the private 
sector does have a vital role to play in nutrition policies, this role should be firmly in 
implementation, rather than in priority setting or policy development.  
 
In addition, we welcome the biennial report that details progress made in carrying out the 
comprehensive implementation plan on maternal, infant and young child nutrition and in 
developing technical guidance on ending the inappropriate promotion of foods for infants 
and young children. We welcome this progress but there is still much work to be done.  
 

Improving breastfeeding rates is an essential step for reducing malnutrition in all its forms, 
improving health and saving lives. Legal measures to strengthen implementation and 
monitoring of the International Code of Marketing of Breast-milk Substitutes in accordance 
with WHO guidance is important for ensuring further progress is made. We therefore urge 
Member States to endorse the proposed Resolution on infant and young child feeding. In 
particular we note that strong policies which restrict marketing and sponsorship of breast 
milk substitutes and follow on formula is vital to protect the health of our children and ensures 
breastfeeding is not undermined by corporate interests.  
 
Finally, we call on the WHO to continue to provide technical support to Member States to 
assist them in the implementation and monitoring of the International Code of Marketing of 
Breast-milk Substitutes and the Guidance on ending the inappropriate promotion of foods 
for infants and young children.   
 


