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Statement to the 71st World Health Assembly on the Thirteenth General Programme of 
Work 2019-2023,  

Agenda item 11.1, document A71/4 
 

Honourable chairperson, distinguished delegates, colleagues. Thank you for this 
opportunity to address the Assembly.  
 
World Obesity Federation welcomes the draft general programme of work, particularly the 
renewed focus on NCD prevention and childhood obesity within the context of achieving 
the Sustainable Development Goals.  
 
We applaud the references to policies address the social and commercial determinants of 
health, such as marketing restrictions and reducing sugar, as well as the added focus on 
policies which promote and enable physical activity. Policies such as these which address 
the social and commercial determinants of health will be essential for halting the rise in 
adult and child obesity.  
 
We also commend the focus on Universal Health Coverage as a priority area, and the 
inclusion of NCD treatment as a strategic priority. We believe that UHC should include 
obesity treatment and care as an ssential health  and we ask the WHO to support 
countries in ensuring their health systems are equipped to manage and treat obesity.  
We welcome the target to  and  child and adolescent obesity. Efforts to meet 
this target should be aligned with the existing WHO target to halt the rise in both child and 
adult obesity based on 2010 levels. In addition we welcome the inclusion of a target on 
physical activity in the latest iteration of the Programme of Work.  
 
Finally, we urge Member States to approve this Programme of Work and to commit to 
actions that will help achieve the ambitions laid out in the document. We would like offer 
our support to the WHO in delivering the Programme of Work and look forward to working 
alongside the WHO and Member States in order to achieve our shared goal of improved 
health for all.  
 

 


